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When it comes to printing 
White Ink, onto clear or 
opaque media... 

Designwyse has the answer with the world’s first 
water based white ink package proofer... 

The New Epson Stylus Pro WT7900 printer! 



The New Epson WT7900 White Ink Printer / Proofer 


EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 


Available soon... 
Reserve yours now! 


Introducing the world’s first water based white ink package 
proofer. The Epson Stylus Pro WT7900 is an affordable, low 
maintenance proofer that produces high quality, colour 
accurate package proofs on both clear and opaque substrates. 
This ground breaking package proofer utilises Epson’s 
patented water-based white ink technology and is supported by 
leading packaging software companies. The expert colour 
team at Designwyse can help you with your packaging and 
proofing requirements using the new Epson WT7900. 

FEATURES: 

* Professional media handling up to 24 inch wide 

* Epson UltraChrome® HDR with White Ink technology 

* 9 colour ink set with orange and green (350 or 700 ml capacity) 

* Epson ClearProof Film^“ with unique crystal clear coating technology 

* Epson Micro Piezo TFP print head with advanced coating technology 

* Direct to fdm in under 16 minutes (A2 size proof) 

* 1440 X1440 dpi maximum print resolution 


Ph (03) 9554 6000 FreeCall 1800 334 684 

1 Fairborne Way Keysborough VIC sales@designwyse.com.au WWW.d6Signwyse.C0m.au 
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Professional Computer Solutions 


















Learn about Mac and Windows 
Integration.. with hands-on 
Training Courses at Designwyse 



a 

framed Training 
Certificate 



Designwyse hands-on Training Courses and dates 


Training Courses 

Duration 

Price (Inc Gst) 
February 2010 

Course Dates 2010 

Mac & Windows Integration. 

.2 Day. 

.$795 ($595 education). 

.Thurllth Feb-Frid 12th Feb 

Deploy Studio Mac OSX. 

.2 Day. 

.$795 ($595 education). 

.Mon 15th Feb - Tues 16th Feb 

New to Mac. 

.1 Day. 

.$595 ($475 education). 

.Tues 23rd Feb 

Apple iLife. 

.1 Day. 

.$595 ($475 education). 

.Wed 24th Feb 

Apple iWork. 

.1 Day. 

.$595 ($475 education). 

.Thur 25th Feb 

Apple iMovie. 

.1 Day. 

.$595 ($475 education). 

March 2010 

.Frid 26th Feb 

Mac & Windows Integration. 

.2 Day. 

.$795 ($595 education). 

.Thur 11th Mar - Frid 12th Mar 

Mac OSX Server 10.6 Essentials.... 

.2 Day. 

.$795 ($595 education). 

.Mon 22nd Mar - Tues 23rd Mar 

Deploy Studio Mac OSX. 

.2 Day. 

.$795 ($595 education). 

APRIL 2010 

.Thur 25th Mar - Frid 26th Mar 

Mac & Windows Integration. 

.2 Day. 

.$795 ($595 education). 

.Thur 8th Apr - Frid 9th Apr 

Mac OSX Server 10.6 Essentials... 

.2 Day. 

.$795 ($595 education). 

.Mon 19th Apr - Tues 20th Apr 

Deploy Studio Mac OSX. 

.2 Day. 

.$795 ($595 education). 

.Thur 22nd Apr - Frid 23rd Apr 


For more information or to book, please call Matthew Snowden or email: training@designwyse.com.au 


All prices include GST. Price subject to change without notice. E&OE. Course dates 
subject to change without notice, please check our website for the latest dates and times. 


Ph (03) 9554 6000 FreeCall 1800 334 684 

1 Fairborne Way Keysboroligh VIC sales@tlesignwyse.com.au WWW.designwyS6.C0m.au 


Authorised Reseller 


DesignsA/yse 

Professional Computer Solutions 

























































SIMPLY THE BEST 
APPLE PREMIUM 
RESELLER! 




MacBook Air 
From $1,999.00 


MacBook Pro 13^ 
From $1,599.00 


MacBook Pro 15' 
From $2,299.00 


MacBook Pro 1 T 
From $3,299.00 


MacBook 
Just $1,299.00 


iMac 

From $1,599.00 


Mac Pro 
From $3,599.00 


Mac mini 
From $849.00 


Cinema Display LED 24' 
$1,299.00 


EagleRoc E3/E9 

3.5"USB-FW400/ 

FW800 


TheAlRHAWKAQ 
FW 800, FW 400 and 
USB Ports 


TheAIRHAWKA3 

320 GB Mobile (Pocket) HD 

with USB port 


RocPort ID3 

USB Mobile (Pocket) HD 
320GB and 500GB 


RocPort ID9 
FW800, FW400 - USB 
320GB and 500GB 


Excellence in storage technology. 

A leading provider of fast, high-capacity data storage and encryption security solutions. 


From $199.95 


$169.95 


From $249.95 


From $169.95 


From $239.95 


Cinema View Display and Mophie Juice Pack Air. 



Apple crafts its products with meticulous attention to 
design, engineering, and quality. And, Apple customers 
expect no less from premium third-party product lines. 
For these discerning, demanding people, we present 
CinemaView. 

Come in-store to Pre Order yours Now... 

Shipping Late Jan. 



Mophie Juice Pack Air 

The world's thinnest 
rechargeable battery 
case for iPhone 3G 
& iPhone 3GS. 


$169.95 



Protect Your Data With Style. 






































My Mac Northland My Mac Melbourne My Mac Sydney 


Shop K025A I 2-50 Murray Rd, 
Preston, VIC, 3072 
T. (03) 9470 1480 
F. (03) 9470 1545 
www.mymac.com.au 


172 - 192 Flinders St 
Melbourne, VIC, 3000 
T. (03) 9662 9666 
F. (03) 9662 9855 
www.mymac.com.au 


20 Bronte Rd, 

Bondi Junction, NSW, 2022 
T. (02) 8383 1600 
F. (02) 9386 9381 
www.mymac.com.au 


Premium Dealer 





iPod touch 
From $268.00 


iPod shuffle 
From $79.00 


Great range of iSkin products. 

iSkin is committed to delivering the best products using the most advanced technology available. 


iSkin Revo 2 
$59.95 


iSkinDuoBandnanoSG iSkinEvoB 

$49.95 $49.95 


iSkin Solo FX 
$49.95 



Find All Of Your Griffin Accessories at My Mac. 




Grifhn Wave with EasyDock 
$39.95 



Griffin iCIear nano 5G 
$39.95 



Griffin Roadtrip 
$189.95 



Mini DisplayPort with Digital 
Audio to HDMI $99.00 


Mini DisplayPort to VGA 
$45.00 


Mini DisplayPort to DVI 
$45.00 


Mini DisplayPort with USB 
Audio to HDMI $89.00 


Mini DisplayPort to HDMI 
$49.95 
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25 YEARS OF AMW 

To celebrate our 25th anniversary, 
Australian Macworld’s team of 
contributors have highlighted their 
top 25 Apple milestones since 1985. 

POWER CRISIS 

No power, no computing. We look 
at the options for regulating power, 
taking it on the road and getting it 
beyond the black stump. ^ 
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Reviews MACWOKLO 



LAB TEST 

Speaker systems 

■ Raven 1332 

■ Bose SoundLink 

■ Yamaha PDX-50 

■ GenevaSound Model S 

■ B&W Zeppelin Mini 

■ Sonos ZonePiayer S 5 
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REVIEWS 

■ Epson PictureMate PM235 printer 

■ Deli M109S projector 
• Amazon Kindle 

■ Pioneer AVIC-F1OBT in-car system 

■ Mercury Pro 8X Blu-ray external drive 
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Switcher Sensei david braue 
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One More Thing... mystery writer 
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James Morrison 
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MACWORLD Opinion 



DAVE BULLARD 


Cat among the pigeons 


W ow, what a month it’s 

been. Apple has really put 
the cat among the pigeons 
with the iPad - it seems people have 
been talking of nothing else but the 
pros and cons of the tablet computer 
since its announcement in January. 

We have a hands-on report on 
the iPad on Page 14, written by 
three of our US colleagues. Most 
commentators haven’t even seen 
the device, so this yarn is the closest 
you’ll get to the truth. 

If you have an opinion you’d like 
to share, or just want to know more, 
please join in the very lively debates 
on the AMW Forums at www.macworld. 
com.au/forums. 

Don’t be hesitant - unlike many 
other forums out there, our members 
are both knowledgeable and 


welcoming. Ask the simplest question 
or express an opionion and you won’t 
be derided for your lack of knowledge 
or standpoint. It’s a great resource. 

By the way, I think the iPad should 
be a brilliant product. 

Livin’ De Vido loca. Astute readers 
will have noticed the new cartoon on 
this page, which comes to us from 
AMW’s newest contributor, Roberto 
De Vido. 

De Vido, who is based in a small 
fishing and farming village southwest 
of Tokyo, is a man of many parts, 
including tech journalist, corporate 
communications strategist, satirist and 
creator of cartoons and comics. 

I’ve enjoyed his work and his wit 
for a number of years, since working 
with him in Hong Kong, and am very 


happy to welcome him to the fold. 

You can, by the way, see more of his 
creations at politicomix.blogspot.com 

Reader offer. A new online store. 
Computer Book Centre Australia, has 
just launched, and to celebrate they’re 
giving Australian Macworld readers 40 
percent off most of their titles, including 
those from publishers such as O’Reilly, 
No Starch Press and Apress. To take 
advantage of this offer, valid until 31 
May, just shop at www.computer. 
bookcentre.com.au and enter the 
code AMW at the checkout, 



M^ClnfOOn bu Roberto De Vido 





YES. HUGE A4ARKET. 
ABSOLUTELY HUGE. 


UM, YES, STEVE, THANK YOU. f'D JUST UKE TO SAY I’M 
A HUGE, HUGE FAN, BUT, UM, GIVEN THAT THE IPAD IS, 
UM, NOT QUITE AS FULLY FEATURED AS YOUR MACBOOKS 
AND IMACS, AND GIVEN THAT IT SEEMS TO BE BASICALLY 
JUST A SUPERSIZED IPHONE, ISNT IT FAIR TO SAY THAT 
THE IPAD IS BASICALLY JUST A MOBILE ENTERTAINMENT 
CENTER AIMED MOSTLY AT YOUNG PEOPLE AND GEEKSP 
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Go QWERTYIess 


Lose the keyboard. Step up to the premier 
speech recognition solutions for the Mac. 


" 

MacSpeech MacSpeech MacSpeech MacSpeech 

Dictate Dictate Dictate Dictate 

iiiiimedicai imiiiiiiegai international 


• Near-perfect accuracy rate of up to 99% • Works with 
the apps you already use • Support for 13 distinct English 
language dialects • Fully supports Apple apps like 
iWork® and iLife® • And so much more 


www.macspeech.com.au 


Available from MacSpeech, Apple, and other fine Macintosh retailers. 
Distributed by MacSense Australia, www.macsense.com.au/macspeech_dictate 


Type. Talk! 










MACWORLD Mail 


A^) TKLL IT LIKK IT IS 


MORE 27IN IMAC WOES 


I have been an Apple Mac 
user since 1978. My first 
computer was an Apple lIGS, 
and the last one was a Power 
Mac G5 with a number of 
others in between with hardly 
a hiccup on any of them. 

It was mid-January that I 
received my standard 27in 
i7 iMac. After waiting for 
six weeks for the order to 
be filled I was able to pick 
it up from my Apple dealer. 

I unpacked it with much 
anticipation and I wasn’t 
disappointed. The screen is 
huge, the picture is brilliant 
and the design is all class. 

I put on iWork and some 
other programs and was 
doing a bit of looking and 
digging around when lo and 
behold, wasn’t that a screen 
flicker? No that can’t be. But 
it was. The flickering got 
worse, the screen went black 
occasionally and the picture 
broke up with the apple 
menu bar one third way 
down the screen. 


ADOBE ARROGANCE? 

I wonder if any 
readers have had 
problems with Adobe CS3/ 
CS4 products, specifically 
licensing and activation. 

I had problems when I 
attempted to deactivate 
my CS3 on one machine 
and activate it on another. 
Following instructions to 
the letter yielded no results. 
Googling forums just threw 


I am the victim of the dreaded 
27in screen syndrome. 

My Apple dealer was very 
helpful and said there is a 
hardware update for it, but 
my Mac was declared a DOA 
unit and would be replaced. 
Unfortunately, there was not 
another one in stock - it has 
to be ordered in and it will 
be at least six weeks if not 
longer. Due to the long wait 
for a replacement I was given 
a refund on the original order. 

In the meantime I am just 
waiting ... waiting ... waiting. 

The iMac didn’t look quite 
as good when I repacked it 
as when I first laid eyes on it. 
John den Buitelaar 
Rye, VIC 

Apple was caught on the hop here, 
both with the.hardware problems 
and the sheer volume of 27in IMacs 
bought. Your pain can't be lessened 
by the thought that you're not alone, 
John ... but perhaps the copy of 
Parallels Desktop 5 we're sending 
you will help! - DB 


up more issues, and similar 
tales of woe from others. 

My attempts at getting 
support from Adobe were 
utterly woeful - hours wasted 
on hold, until I found a 
Sydney number for Adobe 
and was greeted with the 
frazzled voice of a poor 
young woman who confirmed 
what an utter mess their 
support system was. Now I’ve 
just heard from my PC-using 


friend that he’s had the same 
issues with his CS4 suite 
- in his case Acrobat won’t 
work properly, telling him 
his ‘Licensing has stopped’. 
And same thing, his attempts 
at support from Adobe have 
been met with endless waiting 
on the phone, then receiving 
no assistance. 

Is Adobe becoming the 
arrogant software supplier 
we used to associate with 
Quark in the bad old days of 
market niche dominance? 

Ian Pavey, 

Guildford, WA 

Adobe Systems Australia/NZ group 
marketing manager Calum Russell 
replies; We are aware of some of 
the issues surrounding support and 
have been focused on improving the 
experience. 

Based on the results of a third-party 
audit, Adobe made the decision to 
select a new customer support service 
provider that would be better equipped 
to provide the level of innovation and 
high-quality customer care we want 
associated with the Adobe brand. 

We are in the process of 
transitioning to this new global 
Customer Care service provider that 
will offer enhanced technical support 
and customer service. While some 
temporary disruption is inevitable in 
a global transition of this scale, there 
is a cross-functional team working 
around the clock to resolve any 
problems that may arise. 

Contacting Customer Service or 
Technical Support in the local region 
remains the best course of action. We 
appreciate our customers' patience 
and understanding as we make our 
transition. 

We also continually monitor forums 
for any trends to make sure we are on 
top of any issues. 


0^0 AMW March 2010 


www.macworld.com.au 








Mail MACWORLD 



A STITCH IN TIME 

I bought a MacBook 
An Pro last August. 

I’ve hardly used it, mostly 
because I am scared of it. 

I emailed the shop where I 
purchased it (Mac Alert SA) 
and they rang back within 
nine minutes. 

When I explained that I 
wasn’t using my MacBook 
they immediately suggested 
I buy your Mac Basics 
Superguide 2. It’s full of great 
stuff that I need to know and 
it wiil help me heaps. 

I am a quilter and normally 
go to the news agents for 
quilt magazines but now I 
will be going for Austraiian 
Macworid. Thanks for a great 
mag (never thought I say that 
about a non-quilt mag), now 
I have everything all stitched 
up in more ways than one. 
Sarah Addis 
Sheidow Park, SA 

Thanks for your support, Sarah ... it’s 
great to get such positive feedback. 
And it’s great to hear Mac Alert is 
giving such good service. - DB 


Each month, Conexus is giving away a prize 
to the reader who submits what we think is 
the most interesting letter. This month, the 
prize is a copy of Parallels Desktop 5 for Mac, 
worth $119. Parallels 5 lets you seamlessly 
run Windows and Mac OS X side-by-side, 
drag-and-drop your files between operating 
systems, and run Windows software on your 
Apple computer without rebooting. 

It’s the simple and easy way to use Windows 
- show as much or as little of the Windows 
interface as you like - supporting those new to 
Mac and the very experienced. 
www.conexus.com.au 

V,... . .... . ... 




w Parallels 

Desktop' 5 for Mac 



Smart. Powerful. Lightning Fast. 


1 

Exclusiv.' lnclud« U0€/^00£ in Windows bonus «>ftw.r.. 

Mac 



■ Letters should be emailed to macworldeditor@niche. 
com.au with a subject header of “Letter to the Editor” 
or by post to: Australian Macworld Mailbox, 142 Dorcas 
Street, South Melbourne Victoria, 3205. 

■ Letters of fewer than 200 words are given preference. 
Comments posted to the forums on vwvw.macworld.com. 
au are also eligible for the prize. We reserve the right to 
edit letters and probably will. 

■ To be eligible for the prize, you must include your full 
name and address, including state or territory. 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS. Conexus letter of the month 1. 
Instructions on how to enter form part of these conditions of entry. 

2. To enter send tips or queries to macworldeditor@niche.com.au 
with a subject header of “Letter to the Editor’’. Entries will be judged 
by the editorial staff of Australian Macworld. The judges’ decision 
in relation to any aspect of the competition is final and binding 
on every person who enters. No correspondence will be entered 
into. Chance plays no part in determining the winner(s). Each 
entry will be individually judged based on its degree of interest. 

4. Employees, their immediate families and agencies associated 
with this competition are not permitted to enter. 5. The Promoter 
accepts no responsibility for late or misdirected entries. 6. The best 
entry/entries as determined by the judges will win the prize(s). 7. 

The Promoter is neither responsible nor liable for any change in the 
value of the prize occurring between the publish date and the date 
the prize(s) is claimed. 8. The prize(s) is not transferable and will not 
be exchanged for cash. 9. The winner(s) will be notified by email. 

10. All entries become the property of the Promoter. 11. 

The collection, use and disclosure of personal information provided 
in connection with this competition is governed by the Privacy 
Notice 12. The Promoter is Niche Media Pty Ltd of 142 Dorcas 
Street, South Melbourne, Victoria 3205 Ph 03 9948 4900, 

(ABN 13 064 613 529). 



Daylite 

Mac + iPhone 

www.marketcircle.com/australia 

free trial and 10% promo code. 
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Editor 

Dave Bullard 

dave.bullard@niche.com.au 

Business Development Manager 

Liana Pappas 

liana.pappas@niche.com.au 

03 9948 4974 

Designer 

Hannah Ogilvie 

hannah.ogilvie@niche.com.au 


APRS YOU CANT DO WITHOUT 

^There have been billions of downloads 
from the App Store, but which are the really 
great ones you should have on your iPhone 


Production Coordinator 

Alison Copley 

alison.copley@niche.com.au 

Prepress 

Nicole Gauci 

nicole.gauci@niche.com.au 
Online Editor 
David Braue 

david.braue@niche.com.au 



and iPod touch? 


Australian Macworld 

is a publication of Niche Media Pty Ltd 
ABN 13 064 613 529 
142 Dorcas Street, 

South Melbourne, Victoria 3205 
Tel: 03 9948 4900 / Fax: 03 9948 4999 


LAB TEST: Multifunction printers 

They’re a photo printer, scanner, copier, and (sonne- 
times) fax machine, but does this mean they’re jacks of 
all trades and master of none? We test them to find out. 
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purposes only and carry no endorsement from Australian Macworld's 
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Buy a Mac for uni and an iPod touch can be yours.^ 

If you're a tertiary student, faculty or staff 
member and you buy a qualifying new 
Mac before 29 March 2010, you can get up 
to $268 inc GST back via mail-in rebate.* 

No wonder they call these the best years 
of your life. 

How to get your Mac & iPod touch: 

• Buy your qualifying Mac from a CompNow Apple Authorised Campus store 

• Buy an iPod touch to go with your new Mac from a CompNow Apple Authorised Campus store 

• Download, fill-out and mail-in the rebate form, available at www.apple.com.au/students 

*Terms & conditions apply. Clearance List omputers do not qualify. Mac mini, Apple TV, & iPhone do not qualify. Rebate claim must be mailed by 29 April 2010. 



Huge Clearance List Savings: Full list @ www.compnow.com.au 


• iMacs - Ex-Demo / Previous Models From $499 • Software - audio / design and more From $29 

• MacBooks - Ex-Demo / Previous Models From $899 • Laser Printers - Xerox / Brother / Canon From $99 

• iPods From $49 • Storage - USB Keys / Hard Drives From $69 

Be sure to view our website for all of the latest Clearance List Savings 


Computers Now Apple On-Campus Reseller: For Apple student discounts via our On-campus stores!* 


Geelong 7 days Westfield Geelong t: 03 5223 1550 

Malvern 7 days 1420 High Street t: 03 9508 2600 

Monash* Campus Centre, Clayton t: 03 9684 3655 

RMIT* Main Campus, Swanston Stt: 03 9654 8111 

Sth Melbourne 64 Clarendon Street t: 03 9684 3600 

Crows Nest 222 Pacific Highway t: 02 9951 7979 

UNSW* Main Campus, Randwick t: 02 9385 2377 

UTS* 235 Jones Street, Ultimo t: 02 9951 7940 

sales@compnow.com.au 

Need a repair? CompNow is a certified Apple & HP Service Centre. 

^ More information online at: www.compnow.com.au j 


All prices include GST. Images for illustrative purposes only. Prices & specifications subject to 
change and stock availability. E&OE. www.compnow.com.au. 





















MACWORLD News 



RECORD SALES - WITH A CAVEAT 


Record sales of Macs and iPhones helped power Apple to its 
best-ever performance for the past quarter, as the company 
reported record revenue and profits tor its US-based fiscal first 
quarter of 2010. For the three-month period ending December 
29,2009, Apple tallied sales of US$15.68 billion and a net 
quarterly profit of US$3.38 billion. That compares to US$11.88 
billion and US$2.26 billion respectively tor the same quarter a 
year previously. 

“We’re extremely pleased with our record-breaking 
performance, including our 32 percent in growth in revenue and 
50 percent growth in net income,” Apple chief financial officer 
Peter Oppenheimer told analysts. 

It Apple's year-ago numbers seem off from what Apple 
reported last January, it’s because the company retrospectively 
adopted the Financial Accounting Standards Board’s amended 
accounting standards during the 2010 first quarter. Adopting 
those standards significantly alters how Apple accounts for 
certain items - particularly iPhone and Apple TV sales. 

Previously, Apple had accounted tor iPhone and Apple 
TV sales on a subscription basis, deterring revenue and 
product cost for those products over 24 months. With the new 
accounting rules, Apple can recognise revenue and product at 
time of sale. The company has restated its results for the 2007, 
2008, and 2009 fiscal years to reflect this change. 

In related news, ABI Research claims the iPhone’s share 
of the smartphone market dipped to 16.6 percent in the fourth 
quarter of 2009, compared to a little over 18 percent from the 
previous three-month period. Apple reported sales of 
8.7 million iPhones - a growth rate of 18 percent over the 
previous quarter - while the overall market grew by 26 percent 
as new devices from manufacturers like Nokia and Motorola hit 
the market and Google’s Android started to make waves. 
www.apple.com/investor 



Hands on with the iPad 

Unlike the iPhone, which Apple 
kept under such tight guard at its 
introduction that only a few special 
types got to touch it for a few minutes, 
there were iPads aplenty available 
immediately following the product’s 
introduction in late January. 

As a result, members of the media 

- including US Macworld’s Jason 
Snell, Jonathan Seff and Dan Moren 

- were able to spend roughly half an 
hour with their eyes glued to the Apple 
tablet computer (and, when the crowd 
of media members abated, their 
fingers on it). Here’s an eyewitness 
account of what they noticed. 

What’s on the outside. The iPad 
does indeed feel like an oversized 
novelty iPhone. In fact, it’s a bit of 

a mix of the first-generation iPhone 
(aluminium back) and the 3G/3GS 
models (the back is gently curved, not 
flat). But it’s much bigger and squarer 
than the iPhone. In fact, the iPad’s 
1024 X 768-pixel display conforms 
to the 4:3 aspect ratio common 
on TV sets before they all became 
widescreen HDTV marvels. 

This might seem like a step 
backward, since all of your favourite 
widescreen videos will play with black 
bars at the top and the bottom. But 
after holding the iPad, it sort of makes 
sense. A more elongated device, with 
a 16:9 aspect ratio, might not feel as 
well-balanced in the hand. 

Speaking of how the iPad feels in 
your hand: It’s comfortable. The iPad’s 
large bezel (that is, the screenless 
border) is there so that you can grip it 
without landing your thumbs all over 
its touch-sensitive screen. 

At 730g, it’s more than twice as 
heavy as Amazon’s Kindle 2, and 
it’s larger too (24.3cm by 19cm). 

It remains to be seen if it’ll be 
comfortable to hold this device up 
with a hand as you’re commuting 
on the bus or train. But it seemed 
surprisingly thin and light. 

Despite Apple’s dislike for physical 
buttons, the company still hasn’t 
figured out how to completely wipe 
them from existence. The iPad has 


the same buttons as the iPhone: an 
indented Home button directly below 
the screen, a Sleep/Wake button at 
the top, a silencer toggle switch, and a 
volume up/down rocker switch. Other 
than that, the outside of the device is 
pretty barren: there’s a headphone 
jack, a tiny internal microphone (located 
right next to the headphone jack), a 
speaker and a dock connector port. 

The screen is based on tried-and- 
true LCD technology, backlit by an 
LED and using IPS display technology 
- in other words, it’s basically the 
same kind of screen that’s in the 
current iMac line. By using an LED 
backlight, Apple is able to make the 
iPad screen quite bright, and the IPS 
technology means that the screen has 
an extremely wide viewing angle. 

Since the screen’s narrowest 
dimension is 768 pixels, you’d think 
that the iPad would be able to play 
back 720p high-definition video - and 
it can. However, it’s important to keep 
in mind that 720p video generally is 
1280 pixels wide by 720 pixels high. 
Such an image would actually be 
displayed on the iPad at 80 percent 
size: 1024 pixels wide (the width of the 
iPad display’s longest side) by 576 
pixels high. Or, if you double-tapped 
to zoom in on the image, it would 
play at the HD resolution, but with the 
sides of the image cut off. 

That all said, the video we played - 
clips of movies (Star Trek and Up) and 
TV shows (30 Rock) - looked great. 

Big and beautiful, with vibrant colours 
and impressive viewing angles. 
Tapping around. The iPads Apple 
showed off came pre-loaded with a 
bunch of apps. Not only were there 
new iPad versions of old favourites - 
Contacts, Music, Videos, Calendar, 
Safari, iPod - but there were also a 
bunch of current iPhone apps running 
in the iPad’s app compatibility mode. 

To start using the iPad, you have to 
unlock it. And yes, there’s a ‘slide 
to unlock’ screen just as on the 
iPhone and iPod touch. On the iPad, 
you don’t need to slide from one 
end of the larger screen to another - 
the slide area is right in the middle 
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of the screen, but it’s only a couple 
of inches wide. 

This screen looks more or less 
like the iPhone’s unlock screen, but 
there’s a new button located just to 
the right of the slide-to-unlock space. 
Tap this button and you’ll activate the 
iPad’s built-in slideshow mode. 

Clearly Apple has designed 
this feature in anticipation of the 
iPad being placed in a position 
of prominence in living rooms 
everywhere, because the slideshow 
turns the iPad into a dynamic digital 
photo frame. 

Once you unlock the iPad, you’ll 
find yourself at the home screen. It’s 
a lot like the iPhone’s, though it’s not 
plain black anymore - you can place 
a wallpaper image behind the app 
icons. At the bottom of the screen is 
space for six of your favourite apps, 
sitting on a transparent glass tray just 
like the one you’ll find in Mac OS X. 

We found the home screen a little 
bit weird, though. Despite the size of 
the iPad’s screen, you can only place 
four app icons on each row of the 
home screen (other than the Dock). 
The result is an incredibly spaced- 
out icon grid. And it’s somewhat 
disappointing that this new device, 
which generally seems to take great 
advantage of its large screen, doesn’t 
really do anything different when it 
comes to the home screen. It’s like a 
big, spaced-out version of the iPhone 
home screen. 

Each of the iPhone apps Apple 
has revised for the iPad features 
more depth, graphical richness, and 
complexity than its predecessor. 

Take Safari, which on the iPad is an 
amalgam of the iPhone and Mac 
versions of Apple’s browser. Safari on 
the iPad loads pages extremely fast, 
and they look great. Double-tapping 
zooms in just as you’d get on an 
iPhone, and panning around with your 
finger is smooth. But up at the top of 
the screen is a single toolbar featuring 
forward and back buttons, access to 
bookmarks, and more. 

Tap on the Windows button, and 
the browser window is replaced 



with a screen showing a tiled view 
of nine pages. At various points 
you’ll discover the existence of a 
Bookmarks Toolbar, just as in the Mac 
version. Tapping on the Bookmarks 
icon causes a floating bookmarks 
window to appear. 

Mail, too, brings to mind aspects of 
both the iPhone and the Mac. When 
viewed in landscape orientation, 
the iPad Mail app is segmented into 
separate panes like Mail on the Mac: 
a list of messages on the left side, 
and a view of the currently-selected 
message on the right. In portrait 
mode, however, it looks very similar 
to the view you get when reading a 
single message in the iPhone’s Mail 
client - Inbox listing is then relegated 
to a pop-up pane that appears when 
you tap the Inbox control in the top 
left. In both cases, the message-list 
view is the same style we’ve become 
accustomed to on the iPhone. 

While the iPad doesn’t have 
a built-in camera, it does have a 
slightly revised Photos application 
that lets you sort through stacks of 
your photos. You can quickly peek at 
the contents of any of those stacks 
by using the pinch gesture, which 
spreads out the photos in the stack to 
let you glance at thumbnails. Release 
the pinch and those thumbnails 
quickly snap back into the pile. 

Like the iPod touch, the iPad 
separates music and video playback 


into separate apps. The iPod app 
looks much more like the Mac version 
of iTunes than the iPhone version. 
There’s a controller at the top with 
play, next, and previous buttons, a 
slider to control where you are within 
the track, and a volume slider. On 
the left side there’s even a source 
list, letting you choose from music, 
podcasts, audiobooks, and playlists. 
On the right, you can view tracks and 
select what you want to play. 

The graphic richness of many of 
the iPad apps was striking. Both the 
Calendar and Contacts app feel like 
you’re peering into a physical object 
- a dayplanner and address book, 
respectively. And the extra screen 
space means that the Calendar is 
quite versatile, displaying two views 
at once or showing you the week at 
a glance. It’s much prettier than iCal, 
that’s for sure. 

We tried typing by using the iPad’s 
virtual keyboard in both the Mail and 
Notes apps. It’s hard to judge the 
experience after only a few minutes, 
but we have some reservations. 
Unless you’ve got large hands, you 
won’t be able to type by holding the 
iPad with two hands and tapping with 
your thumbs - the device is fairly wide. 

We weren’t able to test out the 
method Steve Jobs seems to prefer, 
which is to plop the thing in your lap 
and type on it that way. We were able 
to set the iPad on a table and type on 
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LUMIX LOOMS LARGE 

Panasonic has launched a massive range of LUMIX cameras for 2010, marking a 
very successful year and anticipating the sale of its one-millionth LUMIX in Australia. 

“We are aggressively expanding the LUMIX market share,” Panasonic Asia- 
Pacific managing director Ikuo Miyamoto said at the Melbourne launch. “And in the 
2009 financial year (which ends this month) we are heading for a 10 percent market 
share across the region.” 

The brand was No.4 overall in Australia in 2009, with a 12 percent share. It was 
No.1 (36 percent) in cameras with a lOx zoom and above. 

Miyamoto sees this new range - Panasonic’s largest ever - as instrumental in 
the company’s bid to double both sales and market share (20 million units, and 20 
percent) by 2012. 

Among the 13 new cameras are the flagship TZ models (above right), which 
feature GPS and AVCHD Lite HD video recording. 

The TZs also take face recognition further into the realm of science fiction. Now 
you can register the face and name of your “most important person” on the cameras, 
then every time that person is recognised the camera will focus on him or her and 
optimise the exposure so that person in the centre of attention. 

But it’s the entry-level F series that really shows us how far we’ve come - the 
lowest megapixel value is now 10.1. 

Panasonic has also launched four new camcorders, including two new compact 
models with an incredible 70x optical zoom. Both the SDR-S50 and SDR-H85 
(below right) feature SD memory card shooting (the H85 also has a 80GB hard 
drive), which is no surprise as the SD card is now the de facto standard. 

www.panasonic.com.au 


it in widescreen mode, and managed 
to write a sentence that bore no 
resemblance to what we thought we 
were typing. 

But it takes time to adapt to any 
new input device - think back to how 
odd the iPhone’s on-screen keyboard 
felt when it debuted in 2007 - and 
it’s possible that with a little practice, 
typing on the iPad will be as easy or 
easier than typing on the iPhone. 

While the larger size of the 
keyboard seems promising, the 
layout is still slightly smaller than a 
MacBook’s full-size keyboard. It felt 
a bit cramped, like a keyboard that 
you might find on one of the netbooks 
Steve Jobs seems to dislike so much. 
But we have to reserve judgment until 
we spend more time with the device. 

We also got a chance to play with 
an app making its debut on the iPad 
- iBooks. Combined with Apple’s new 
iBookstore, iBooks is Apple’s answer 
to the Kindle/Nook/insert other e-book 
reader name here. Book pages have 
a depth to them, with shadows that 
mimic the curve of pages protruding 


from the spine and more. The text was 
clear and the spacing between lines 
was wide enough to be comfortable 
for extended reading (although, for 
some reason, all the text was justified 
to stretch across the whole screen). 

You navigate through pages by 
tapping on the left or right side of the 
screen, or you can drag your finger as 
if turning a page on a real book to ‘flip’ 
from one page to the next. 

We tried a few iPhone apps on 
the iPad, as well, and they worked 
just fine. You have two choices when 
running iPhone apps on the iPad: 

First, you can run them ‘actual size’, 
as a pixel-for-pixel match for the 
iPhone’s screen. In this mode, the 
iPad screen goes black, and the 
app runs in the centre of the screen, 
surrounded by the image of a bezel 
that shows you where the iPhone 
screen border would be. To be honest, 
it’s a really weird experience, and it’s a 
pain to have to reach all the way to the 
centre of the iPad in order to tap. 

If you prefer, you can tap the small 
2X button in the bottom-right corner of 


the screen, at which point the iPad will 
double the size of the app. This scale- 
up basically doubles every pixel on 
the screen, so what you end up with is 
a somewhat chunky, blocky version of 
the iPhone app. And at iPad sizes, all 
the interface elements on iPhone apps 
are enormous. You start to feel like 
you actually are using an oversized 
novelty iPhone. 

All in all, the iPad impressed us 
with its speed and fluidity. Using Safari 
was a pleasure, not just because it 
was fast, but because the screen’s so 
big that it loads full-size webpages (as 
opposed to simplified, mobile-ready 
versions) like you’re used to seeing 
on a computer. Many of the other 
apps impressed us with their graphic 
richness and attention to detail. 

Yes, this product was still 60 days 
away from shipping to customers and 
we did find a few rough edges that we 
hope will be smoothed out, but overall 
we were impressed by just how deep 
and refined the iPad apps were. 

Judge an iPad by its cover. During 
his presentation, Steve Jobs talked 
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about three accessories that Apple 
was going to make available for 
the iPad: a charging dock, a dock/ 
keyboard combo, and a protective 
case. At the back of the demo area, 
there was a row of Keyboard Docks 

- basically an Apple USB keyboard 
grafted onto the front of an iPad dock. 

The US$70 (about $80, but 
expect it to be more expensive in 
Australia) Keyboard Dock is an 
interesting beast. The location of the 
iPad’s dock-connector port means 
that you’ll have to dock it in portrait 
mode. The keyboard has no function 
keys, per se, but instead the top row 
is populated by keys that perform 
certain tasks on the iPad. 

There’s a Home key. Spotlight, 
Brightness up and down. Slideshow, 
Keyboard (which, confusingly, 
appears to slide the virtual keyboard 
up and down), a set of music 
playback controls like those on Mac 
keyboards, and Lock. 

The keyboard dock comes with 
control, option, and command keys as 
well - and yes, they do seem to work 
in various iPad apps. 

While at the event, we confirmed 
with several Apple spokespeople that 
Apple’s Bluetooth wireless keyboard 
will also work with the iPad. So if you’d 
prefer to use some other sort of stand 
or dock, but still type on your iPad, 
you’ll be able to. 

We also saw - and got to handle 

- some iPads housed in Apple’s 
own US$40 (about $45) iPad case. It 
seemed to be made out of vinyl with 
a soft-touch finish, and has cutouts to 
expose the various ports and buttons. 

What’s cool about it is that the 
case is designed to not only protect 
the iPad, but also to prop it up in 
various ways to make the iPad easier 
to watch or use. Flip the front all 
the way around and you’ve got a 
stand that holds the iPad upright in 
landscape mode, so you can watch a 
movie, for example, without having to 
hold it for extended periods of time. 

As nice a case as it is, we’ll wager 
that by the time the iPad ships, every 
iPod and iPhone accessory company 


you’ve heard of (and a hundred 
more you haven’t) will have created 
alternatives, many of them cheaper. 

(In fact, see this month’s Gadget 
Guide for a few.) 

So should you buy it? Spending 
less than an hour with a preproduction 
iPad is not enough time for us to form 
final judgments. But the product looks 
good, its screen is bright and beautiful 
with an impressive viewing angle, 
we were impressed with the iPad- 
specific apps, and the addition of the 
keyboard is intriguing. 

We’re a little unsure about holding 
the 730g device in our hands for 
extended periods of time and 
sceptical about the general utility 
of iPhone app-compatibility mode; 
we’re also disappointed that the 4:3 
screen ratio means a lot of pixels 
will be wasted when you’re viewing 
widescreen video content. 

Is the iPad a lust-worthy gadget? 
We say yes, definitely. We’d love to 
test drive one on our couch right now. 
But the product’s not done yet. 

Once Apple has tightened all the 
screws, sanded off the rough edges, 
and sent it out into the world, we’ll 
spend some quality time with it and 
come up with a better perspective. 

www.appie.com.au 



/\Si^ErNj“p vsffl 

FULL 1080P HD CAIVI 



MacWorld ★ ★★★ 

GcxxJ Gear Guide ★★★★ 


“The only 

1080p HD 


brushed steel 


webcam 

under 


$ 100 ’ 



FREE ACCESSORY PACK 

Purchase a 1080p HD aGent 
webcam for $99.95 and enter the 
code MACMAR in the checkout 
to receive a 

FREE ACCESSORIES GIFT PACK 

(lens adaptor & tripod) value $19.90* 




Lens adaptor Tripod 

*Len adaptor does not include photgraphic lens shown in photo. Lens 
stylists own. Valid for a limited time only for online orders only placed 
at www.liquiddigitai.com.au. Not valid with any other offer. 
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Find a stockist or buy online from 
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SIMPLYDISK 

www.oaksoft.net 

DEVELOPMENT 


FOLDERGLANCE 

www.scsc.no/products/folderglance 

UTILITIES 


JITOUCH 

www.jitouch.com 

INPUT 


If you distribute software or other data by disk 
image or optical disc, you probably know that 
you can customise what the user sees when 
mounting that volume. SimplyDisk makes this 
customisation process simple, and shows 
a virtual window that represents how the 
volume’s actual window will appear on the 
user’s screen when the volume is mounted. 
Price: 12.95 euros (about $21) 



With FolderGlance installed, right-clicking 
(or Control-clicking) any folder in the Finder 
gives you a hierarchical contextual menu of the 
folder's contents; choose an item to open it. 
Right-click on a file and press Option to preview 
the file’s contents, or press Shift to open the file 
in a particular program. You can also designate 
custom folders that always appear in the 
Finder’s contextual menus. 

Price: US$20 (about $23) 



By letting you use multifinger gestures to 
perform actions, this technology makes 
multitouch trackpads much more useful. It 
adds eight new sets of gestures that let you 
switch to the next or previous tab, move and 
resize a window, quit an application and more. 
You can adjust the force and speed needed, 
and reverse the gestures if you’re a lefty. 
Price: US$5.99 (about $7) 


Rtgtster About 


Oick Speed 

Determine Horn fast you need to 
tap fingers to perform actions 




Sensitivity 

Higher sensitiwty means you 
need to tap the trackpad harder 


9 " 


0 Right-handed 
O Left-handed 

Web Browsers 
0 Next/Prewous Tab 
0 0|»n Link In New Tab 
Ail Applications 
^ Minimize 
0Zoom 
0 Move / Resize 
0Close/CloseTab 
0Qult 



SMART UTILITY 

www.volitans-software.com 

UTILITIES 


PTHPASTEBOARD PRO 

pth.com 

PRODUCTIVITY 


PSYKOPAINT 

www.psykopaint.com 

PHOTOGRAPHY 


SMART (Self-Monitoring Analysis and 
Reporting Technology) is technology built into 
modern hard drives that monitors a drive’s 
temperature, error rates and more to determine 
if the drive is working properly. SMART Utility 
is software that can report SMART status to the 
user. It offers an impressive array of features, 
separate bad-block monitoring, and more 
details than similar utilities do. 

Price: US$25 (about $28) 



PTHPasteboard Pro is one of the most powerful 
and flexible multiple-Clipboard utilities - 
programs that store multiple recent bits of 
content that have been copied or cut. Among 
its many features is the ability to format copied 
content, or apply a custom filter to it, before 
pasting. And you can even automatically sync 
the pasteboard’s contents between Macs on 
your local network. 

Price: US$24.95 (about $28) 




It’s not strictly a Mac Gem - rather, PsykoPaint 
is a free online painting tool that lets you turn 
any photo into a digital masterpiece. Upload 
a photo and select your brush parameters 
(or choose from a number of presets based 
on famous painters). As you paint, the 
colours under your brush splatter and swirl. 
Unfortunately, it doesn’t save high-resolution 
files; the resulting files are best suited for 
sharing online. 

Price: Free 
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CAMINO 2 

caminobrowser.org 

INTERNET 


Back when the browser bundled with OS 
X was Internet Explorer, those in the know 
switched to the free Camino (nee Chimera), 
a native Cocoa implementation of the Gecko 
rendering engine that now underlies Firefox. 
Camino recently hit version 2.0, adding 
features like Tab Overview, new phishing and 
malware protection and support for Growl 
notifications. 

Price: Free. Donations welcomed 



r \ 

PAGEHAND 

pagehand.com 
WORD PROCESSING 


Pagehand has an elegant user interface 
that word processor rivals can’t touch. The 
program’s beauty is closely tied to its ease 
of use, but it is also aristocratic in nature. 
The application is not meant for such menial 
tasks as creating indexes or footnotes, and 
the search tools are weak. But it excels at 
handling lines, words and even individual 
letters. Its native format is PDF. 

Price: US$39.95 (about $45) 



SET 

YOUR MUSIC 

FREE! 



BTD 300 USB 



BLUETOOTH TRANSMISSION 

Set your music free with our new range of 
wireless Bluetooth dongles. Our new range of 
dongles offer a solution for almost any situation. 
BTD 300i - The BTD 3001 offers simple 
connection to you iPod and or IPhone; and 
delivers stereo audio transmission via Bluetooth. 
BTD 300 Audio - The BTD 300 Audio delivers stereo 
audio transmission via Bluetooth from almost any 
device. It's Sleek and portable design also makes It 
compact enough to use in almost any application. 
BTD 300 USB - The BTD 300 USB rounds the range 
off by offering Bluetooth transmission for USB 
capable devices. All three models are compact in 
design, and support A2DP In addition to apt-X for 
high quality sound. All three models simply Plug 
and Play - no installation required. 

For more Information: 

Australia: Free Call 1800 648 628 

New Zealand: Free Call 0800 100 755 

www.sennheiser.com.au/mw 

Follow us: twitter.com/SennheiserAU__NZ 
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UTILITIES 


Aussie app developer Bjango has 
launched Consume 1.5, an app that helps 
you monitor your mobile phone and home 
internet usage. It stands out on a number 
of counts: It’s dead simple to set up, it 
allows you to monitor several accounts 
at once and It also lets you monitor your 
home phone and transport accounts - 
such as CityLink, Myki, TransLink and 
Roam. 

Bjango. 

Price $1.19 




PHOTOGRAPHY 


With Postage you create electronic 
postcards out of the photos on your 
iPhone or iPod touch, zooming and 
rotating your images so that they 
perfectly fit the app’s 60-plus templates 
(representing a variety of categories). 

Use one of the photo effects, style a 
message, and share your postcard via 
email, Facebook or MMS. It offers a nearly 
perfect way to share holiday snaps. 

Rogue Sheep. 

Price: $5.99 


PHOTOGRAPHY 



Adobe’s mobile Photoshop offering is 
easy, intuitive and fun, and it does what It 
says it will do - edit your mobile images 
and upload them to the Photoshop.com 
photo-sharing service. The app has a basic 
feature set (perhaps too basic) that lets you 
do things like crop, change exposure and 
soften focus. It’s hard to beat the free price, 
but we’d happily pay to get more advanced 
features. 

Adobe Systems. 

Price: Free 



GRAPHICS 


This painting app is all about ease of 
drawing. While the drawing tools are 
ever-present and easy to access, they 
never get in the way of your creation. 
Real artists will find SketchBook Mobile 
to be an indispensable tool, though this 
is the rare kind of program that will also 
appeal to novices who just want to try 
their hand at painting on their iPhone or 
iPod touch. 

Autodesk. 

Price: $3.99 



UTILITIES 


AppBox Pro takes 21 useful applications 
- system tools, calculators, converters 
and measuring utilities - and rounds them 
up into a single app. The offerings are 
laid out in an IPhone home screen-style 
grid. Some of the apps are better than 
others - we’re particularly enamoured 
with Translator - but you get good value 
for your $1.19 while saving space on your 
iPhone. 

AIIAboutApps. 

$1.19 



REFERENCE 


It’s difficult to remember a time when 
Google wasn’t waiting at our beck and 
call to track down whatever information 
we needed. It may soon be equally 
difficult to remember how we got by with 
our iPhones without Google Mobile App. 
To search, all you have to do is talk. It 
invariably finds what you’re looking for in 
seconds, and in our testing has proven to 
be almost 100 percent accurate. 

Google Mobile. 

Price: Free 
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All apps available from 
Apple’s App Store through 
ITunes or directly from your 
iPhone or iPod touch. 


IBOOKSHELF 

ORGANISATION 


BOXCAR 

SOCIAL NETWORKING 


Simplicity is a virtue with this relatively modest database app for tracking 
your book collection. Enter an International Standard Book Number, and 
iBookshelf retrieves title, author and genre information so you can keep 
tabs on what you own, what you want to add, and what you’ve lent to 
friends. Straightforward and easy to use but there are some annoyances 
with the default settings. 

Josh Pressnell. Price: $2.49 

Mo Sofvkso 10*17 AM GSa 



Boxcar enables push 
notifications for three of 
the most common internet 
services: Twitter, Facebook, 
and email. You tell Boxcar 
which account(s) to monitor, 
and it tells you within 
minutes when you have new 
Twitter mentions, Facebook 
comments, or whatever else 
you want to keep tabs on. 
Boxcar doesn’t replace any 
apps, but it makes them 
more immediate. 

Jonathan George. 

Price: $2.49 




Needs NoteBook Has NoteBook 


S tickles. Scraps of paper. Web clippings. 

Meeting notes. Reminders. Take control 
of it all with Circus Ponies NoteBook. Get 
organized using a familiar notebook interface 
of pages, tabs, and sections. “Clip” web research. 


e-mails and other content to your Notebooks for 
handy reference. Never miss a detail with 
voice-annotated notes you play back on your 
iPod. Diagram and sketch when words won’t 
convey your thoughts. Track and sync your tasks 


to iCal and your phone. Find anything instantly 
with NoteBook’s patented Multidex™. Share 
your Notebooks as PDFs or websites. And 
much more. NoteBook has everything you need 
to get organized. 


"At last — get organized! Try NoteBook for yourself right now, FREE for 30 days" 

www.circusponies.com/trialmwau 



CIRCUS PONIES' 

NoteBook 




Apple Store 


Mac 

f mac.com.au 


^ 2009 Circus Ponies Software, inc. Ail rights reserved. Circus Ponies, NoteBook, the NoteBook logo, and Muttidex are 
All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
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1991 SYSTEM 7 

This version of the Mac 
OS was an eye-opener 
when it launched in 1991. 
Among the many features it 
introduced were co-operative 
multitasking, personal file 
sharing, aliases, the ability to 
drag-and-drop, AppleScript 
and virtual memory. It also 
included multimedia player 
QuickTime for the first time. 




1990 MACINTOSH LC 

Apple - and its customers - hit 
the jackpot with the LC. It had a 
colour screen, a microphone and one 
expansion slot. But, most importantly, 
it was a low-cost (LC) alternative to 
its less capable but more expensive 
competitors. It came in a flat, ‘pizza 
box’ case and became a best-seller. 


System foider _ 

MB 


Madmg, 




To celebrate Australian Macworld’s 25th anniversary, AMW’s DAVE BULLARD, 
ROBERTO DE VIDO, DANNY GOROG, DAVID HOLLOWAY MARTIN LEVINS and 
KEITH WHITE have highlighted their top 25 Apple milestones since 1985. 


1983 MACINTOSH 128K 

When Australian Macworld launched in February/ 
March 1985, there were three Macs you could 
buy: the 512k, the XL ‘Lisa’ and the first Mac 
of all, the 128k (below). The Motorola 68000 
processor ran at 8MHz, it had 128kB of RAM and 
there was no hard drive. 


1985 LASERWRITER 

The combination of the Mac, the LaserWriter printer and Aldus 
PageMaker really kick-started the desktop publishing industry - a 
market that would prove to be the Mac’s mainstay through the tough 
times ahead. The LaserWriter could be networked via AppleTalk, it 
could interpret PostScript files - and it cost a bomb. 
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1991 MACINTOSH QUADRA 700 & 900 

The Quadra 700 was the first Mac to ship in a tower 
case (well, OK, a Ilex case flipped on its side). With 
the Quadra 900 (right), which was more expandable 
and more expensive, it introduced a new family of 
Macs which went on to corner the design market. 
These Macs were the first with built-in Ethernet. 


1991 POWERBOOK 
100/140/145 

The 1989 Macintosh Portable 
was a dog, so Apple rethought 
the laptop for 199Ts 
PowerBook range. They 
had a trackball and, more 
importantly, space to rest 
your palms - and defined 
the form of notebook 
computers until the 
present day. 



1993 NEWTON MESSAGEPAD 

Loved by many, but ultimately a failure, 
the MessagePad PDAs were ahead of their 
time. Running Apple’s Newton OS, the first 
MessagePads had a 20MHz processor, pressure- 
sensitive LCD display and infra-red connectivity. 
The much-vaunted handwriting recognition failed 
to live up to expectations, however. 



1994 QUICKTAKE CAMERA 

The Apple QuickTake was one of the first digital 
cameras, featuring 0.3-megapixel resolution and a 
1MB flash-memory card. Three models were made - 
the 100, 150 and 200 - in the gadget’s short three- 
year life. The 200 (above) saw the memory bumped 
up to 2MB or 4MB. 


1994 POWER MACINTOSHES 

The Power Macs were the first to use the 
PowerPC microprocessors developed by 
the Apple-IBM-Motorola alliance. The 
first model was the 4400, known in our 
region as the 7220 because the number 
four is considered unlucky in many parts of Asia. 




1997 JOBS RETURNS 

Apple co-founder Steve Jobs 
was effectively forced out of the 
company in 1985 after a power 
struggle with then-CEO John 
Scully, prompting a Dark Age in 
which the company increasingly 
struggled to find its feet and very 
nearly failed. Jobs returned to 
the fold in 1997, taking over as 
interim CEO after Gil Amelio’s 
sacking. Jobs has since turned 
Apple into a powerhouse of the 
consumer electronics industry. 
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1998 IMAC 

The iMac caused a stir when the Bondi Blue model ! 

was launched in May 1998. The positives abounded ! 

- all-in-one, beautifully designed, internal modem - I 
but so did the negatives - no floppy drive, no SCSI or | 
serial ports. But the positives held sway, and the Mac | 
for the internet era became a massive hit. | 


1998 END OF SCSI 

You could still buy a SCSI-equipped PowerBook 03 until February 
2000, but the introduction of the USB-equipped Bondi Blue iMac in 
May 1998 effectively killed the technology and ushered in a new era 
of plug-and-play ease and simplicity. 


1999 BLUE & WHITE G3/ FI REWIRE/I MOVIE COMBO 

“The combination of FireWire and iMovie makes it easy and 
downright fun to bring high-quality digital video into the 
Mac, edit it, and then record it back to tape,” AMW wrote 
back when iMovie made its appearance. It was bundled 
with the DV-model iMacs, but when coupled with the Blue 
ft White 03 tower it became a stunningly easy yet powerful 
way to edit movies. 



2000 G4 CUBE 

Ah, the Power Mac 04 Cube: a beautifully designed Mac 
that adorned many an executive’s desk. Alas, the Cube 
- one of which sits in the New York Museum of Modern 
Art - never sold in the numbers Apple expected, due 
largely to its lack of expandability and its price. 




2001 IPOD 

The first iPod was one of those Apple products that 
caused derision in many quarters when launched, 
but went on to - literally - change the world. 

It had a 1.8in hard disk with SOB capacity, a 
mechanical scroll wheel surrounded by the media 
controls, and an intuitive interface. But 
what really made it appealing was its seamless 
integration with Apple’s iTunes software. 


2001 OSX 

The introduction of the entirely new OS X 
operating system was a massive leap forward 
for the Mac. Based on Unix and launched after 
a six-month Public Beta program, the ‘Cheetah’ 
version (10.0) introduced the Aqua graphical user 
interface (GUI) which lifted the Mac into the new 
millennium. Just as important was the Quartz 
drawing engine. 



2001 FIRST APPLE 
STORE 

The first two Apple Stores 
opened in Virginia and 
California on 19 May 2001. 
Since then the company has 
opened 292 more, including 
six in Australia (the Sydney 
flagship store is pictured left). 
True to Apple’s philosophy, 
the stores have a strong focus 
on customer service and 
advice, and being able to ‘try 
before you buy’. 


2002 XSERVE 

Apple had been active in the server market before 
this, selling server versions of various Power Macs, 
but the Xserve was the first dedicated server from 
Apple since the AlX-based Network Servers of 
1996. The rack-mountable units initially featured 
one or two PowerPC 04 processors, but the latest 
models run on two quad-core Intel Nehalem CPUs. 
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2009 TIME MACHINE 

Backing up is hugely 
important to computer users, 
so anything that makes it 
easier gets our vote. Time 
Machine is a backup utility 
that is integrated with Mac 
OS X Leopard and Snow 
Leopard, and that runs in the 
background, keeping hourly, 
daily and weekly records of 
multiple Macs’ entire drives. 
It’s saved many a heartache. 


These are our 25 top milestones. 

If you disagree with our selection, please go to 
www.macworld.com.au/forums to have your say. 


2003 ITUNES MUSIC STORE 

Taking the iTunes-iPod relationship a step further, the 
online iTunes Music Store opened on 28 April 2003, 
offering 200,000 songs from five record labels. Now 
known as the iTunes Store, it’s sold well over six billion 
songs and has a catalogue of over 11 million. It now 
also sells iPhone apps, movies, TV shows, audio books 
and games. It rents movies and TV shows, and acts as 
a portal for podcasts and educational content. 


2007 APPLE TV 

A natural addition to the Mac/ 
iPod/iTunes/iPhone commune, 
the Apple TV allowed users 
to stream audio, video and 
photos from their Macs or 
via the internet to a home 
entertainment system or TV It 
was already possible to do this 
using third-party hardware 
and software, and a lot of 
tweaking, but the Apple TV 
made it all so easy. 


2010 IPAD 

Announced just in time to make this list of 25, 
the iPad is Apple’s new tablet Mac. Expected to be 
released in Australia next month, the iPad has the 
form of a large iPhone with a 9.7in display. Like 
many Apple products before it, its simplicity has 
divided the Mac community. Time will tell... 


2007 IPHONE 

It’s the gadget that has taken over the world. Many 
mobile phone makers tried making touchscreen models 
before, but failed to generate excitement or sales. The 
iPhone did both, dominating the smartphone market 
and spawning a regiment of clones. The number of 
apps (applications) sold for the device have now 
topped three billion. 


2006 INTEL CHIPS 

The MacBook Pro and ‘Early 2006’ iMac 
were the first two models to sport Intel 
processors - the Core Duo chips, to be 
precise - instead of PowerPC ones. The 
move, Apple said, was to take advantage 
of Intel’s speed of progress and improved 
power use. In the latest change, Apple has 
announced that the iPad will run its first 
in-house developed processor, the A4. 


2004 GARAGEBAND 

Apple put a powerful yet 
streamlined and intuitive 
Digital Audio Workstation 
(DAW) in the hands of the 
average Joe in January 2004, 
releasing it as part of the iLife 
‘04 application suite. Just as 
iMovie allowed amateur film¬ 
makers to achieve professional 
results, so GarageBand did the 
same for musicians. And the 
whole iLife suite was just $79. 
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MACWORLD Anniverary Column 



10 YEARS AGO 

(Steven Noble}^^ 


rM-y^ars sii\oe Australian 
t.'lftig/'aniazingwl^ jRi^: d.:^ort 

by/iC^'A^ ^nctog' 

Nevftte Ahgcwe. 

O^wnd Lind Iversen took ;^^m^eiai1y >1^7, 
edifflig the magazine untii '„ 


.■; TbfelDG-Austj^aera-arKfad’l^jwjP^''.l^!^^,;’''"- 
when its US parent cc»pari^ ID^^.th&pUbfis^ 
merged with 2Slf-?t*^y,is ‘-*1^ 
iwjfefisher - to form Mac 

In Australia, Melbourne-based pubiiatigr 
Media took over the Australian 
the editorship of Steven Noble. Niche hi^ stafte^mH 
publishing in 1988 with MACm, 0iidh bgcarrta Ai^^H 
News and then Australian MacUser. : ,v:..v ■ 

Powell took over once again in 2001, and 
editor until the January 2009 edition, 
associate publisher Nick Harris. Onlin#!^tiQ^ ^^ i^ 
Braue produced the February issue, ana 
then came in as editor until the July .|||; 

when family commitments forced a relirm5^^ei§ii|eii 
I have been the editor since then, S 

Nick Harris moved on from AMW in October 2^^, 
concentrating on HeliNews magazine and handing 
over the reins to business development manager 
Liana Pappas. 

One of the best things about anniversary issues is 
looking back on what people were saying at previous 
milestones. So here are some thoughts by previous 
editors: 


a, mtarof the Intaeveiffm 




SgijstJgpose it s ^^S|;'ipjpiitiny head On the block 
andij^ake some pf'ddtdtibi^ for the next five years,, 
^i^iretty, a lot of the computing thatvve novV take for 
granted will move ftjrtber and further uidert^ 

There was a time when computer users ha^To fndw a 
certain amount of coding to get ariythlrig done ^ and a 
number of our newspapers are still produced by sub¬ 
editors typing in strings of code - but now you have 
to launch Terminal to get to the Mac’s command line. 
Mac OS X does most of the work for you. 

Soon we’ll have the iPad; Like the iPhone, it 
simplifies tasks even further and is the most important 
harbinger of a future in which computing will get 
easier and easier for the man in the street. 

Secondly, cloud computing - in which we work over 
the internet, with our data stored on servers on the 
other side of the world - will enter the mainstream. A 
caveat, though; This will depend on improved security 
and redundancy, and a lot of public education. 

And thirdly, the keyboard will become less 
relevant as voice recognition becomes better and 
touchscreens become more widespread. I already use 
voice commands for any web searches on the iPhone 

- using the Google Mobile app, which hasn’t failed 
once to return the results I’m looking for. 

— DAVE BULLARD '. 


PThe box on the desk is gradually moving out of the 
‘computer room’ and into the living room. The Mac of 
the future will be as seamless a part of your home as the 
TV set and stereo you have now (but won’t need then). ” 


mNoble didn’t make any predictions, but waxed lyrical 
about AMW moving to computer-to-plate (CTP) printing 
technology. “Today, publishing is being reinvented 
once more. No, i’m not prematurely predicting the 
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*1 EDUCATION 

MARTIN LEVINS 


A pple’s Snow Leopard 

Collaboration Server provides 
a range of Web 2.0 services 
that, on first glance, look good - 
from the ease of editing basic wiki 
pages and the single sign-on to 
the integration of calendaring, wiki, 
blogging and email. 

But, as always, there are 
improvements that can be made, 
cosmetically, under the hood and 
philosophically. 

On login, users are presented 
with a vanilla front page that contains 
links to other wikis that you may 
want to be kept up to date on, 
plus calendars, blogs and RSS 
feeds. But this is about as far as it 
goes - customisation is limited to 
choosing one of Apple’s themes and 
substituting its banner image for one 
of your own. 

If you want to customise further, 
you need to use Terminal to edit 
themes that reside in the Server’s 
Library. There are two problems here 
- you need to use Terminal (this from 
the company that prides itself on its 
graphical user interface) and you 
need the appropriate privileges. 

They do provide an alternative to a 
command-line interface - suggesting 
the use of Property List Editor 
(available on the Administration Tools 
CD in Utilities) but this doesn’t show 
the comments in the template used to 
indicate what section of the file does 
what, and you need to go through 
a dance of opening the file in a text 
editor, copying the file from the Library 
to your Documents folder back to the 
Library, modifying it then copying it 
back before it becomes active. 

This process needs to be 
augmented by using a Style Sheet 
editor to modify the appearance. 

Ugh. 


Heinks , 

bit.ly/MGLainw100301 

Doing it right 


The whole point of wikis, and the read/ 
write web in general, is that the user 
has control. Why not provide hooks 
to more functionality such as making 
linking to MobileMe or other systems 
(other than simple URL links) just as 
easy as the wiki itself? 

For example, to embed YouTube 
videos (or any embedding for that 
matter) you need to enter HTML 
mode (shudder) and paste in the 
embed code. It works, as long as 

It’s curious, but I don’t believe Apple 
understands what it has here. Yet this is 
its core business, where collaboration and 
content creation is king.” 



the system manager has edited the 
white list of tags to allow embedding 
(see Hotlinks), but it’s ugly - certainly 
compared to Wikispaces and similar 
services. 

Similarly, a Mac user who expects 
seamless integration such as that 
provided by the iLife suite, where 
the Sharing menu allows easy 
re-purposing of data, will initially be 
flummoxed, then annoyed at the need 
to export data from iLife, then import 
back into to the wiki. Not cool. 

Apple may say that these sorts of 
functionalities are a great opportunity 
for a third party, but why develop 75 
percent of a solution? 

Isn’t Apple’s overall strategy to 
create solutions in toto, providing an 
integrated ecosystem and not risk the 
mess that a multi-part supplier like the 
Microsoft strategy produces? 

Why can’t we drag and drop to 
Leopard wiki pages from iLife? This 
was a feature of the original product 


when it appeared as the Teams’ 
server at WWDC three years ago. 

Additionally, why are we limited 
only to viewing pages on an iPhone 
or iPod touch? Admittedly, the touch 
screen of these existing devices is a 
bit limiting, but there is an excellent 
opportunity to at least upload photos. 

Have we been waiting for the larger 
iPad to access this functionality? Time 
will tell. 

It’s curious, but I don’t believe 
Apple understands what it has here. 
Yet this is its core business, where 
collaboration and content creation is 
king. 

However, the Balkanisation inherent 
in any large organisation, where one 
business group is separated from 
others, often precludes the viewing of 
the big picture where synergies can 
be identified. 

Apple, I think this is a case of 
“Could do better’’. Please see me after 
class. ^ 
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What's on your to-do list? 

0 Collect graphics for Macworld print ad 
0 Write text 
O Design nice layout 


+ iPho 


"Thrngs' combination of ease of 
use great interface, and flexibility 
make d as dose to the ideal Mac 
to-do app as we've seen." 

—Dan Frakes, Macworld 


Apple Design Award 
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Get your free trial of Things for Mac. 

www.culturedcode.com/amw 



Task management has never 
been this easy. Things lets you 
organize your to-dos in an 
elegant and intuitive way. 







MACWORLD Play 



NO GUTS, NO GLORY 

By Airbourne 
EMI/Capitol 


Those old-school hard-rockers from Warrnambool are 
back with their second album. No Guts, No Glory has an 
infectious, take-it-or-leave it feel. Comparisons to AC/DC 
are inevitable, and they could still do with a bit more depth, 
but these boys are carving out their own reputation as 
world-class rockers. - DB 



SCRATCH MY BACK 

By Peter Gabriel 
Virgin 


On his eighth studio album, Peter Gabriel covers 12 songs 
trom a diverse range of artists with the creativity and 
competence that we’ve come to expect from him. As weii 
as respectfui nods to ciassics by the iikes of Paul Simon, 
David Bowie and Neil Young, Gabriel shows he can still mix 
it with the kids by covering more contemporary artists like 
Arcade Fire and Regina Spektor. - TM 



^ \ 

CHARLIE & BOOTS 

Paramount 


This is one of those wonderfully sleepy, 
heartwarming and funny Aussie movies. 
Charlie (Paul Hogan) is depressed after his 
wife dies, so his son Boots (Shane Jacobson) 
decides to take him on a road trip from the 
farm in Warrnambool to Cape York. It’s a 
beautifully shot film, with sweeping, stunning 
views of Australia. Hoges hasn’t had a lot of 
luck with his latest movies, but I reckon this 
is his finest performance. - DB 



GO 

By Jonsi 
EMI/Capitol 


There must be something in the Icelandic water that 
prompts other-worldly music. This solo album by Jbnsi, 
the guitar-bowing lead singer for Reykjavik band Sigur 
Rds, just can't be classitied. By turns ambient, pop, rock, 
folk - you name it - it’s an upbeat cornucopia that rewards 
repeated listening. - DB 



SISTERWORLD 

By Liars 
Mute 


Sistemorld is hard work. The new album by Liars - 
fronted by Aussie-born Angus Andrew - is a mish-mash 
of experimental sounds, distortion and discord. There are 
moments ot lucidity (such as Proud Evolution), but for the 
most part it just feels messy and pretentious. - DB 



TERMINATOR SALVATION 

Sony Pictures 


It’s baaack! The latest Terminator movie is 
here, and this time the human resistance 
might have found the weapon they need to 
fight the machines. This is far grittier than 
previous Terminator movies, and not having 
Arnold Schwarzenegger in it means it’s lost 
that campiness he seemed to provide to all 
his movies. Having Christian Bale move to 
the starring role (as John Connor) is a bit like 
putting Daniel Craig in as James Bond. Great 
move. - DB 
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Reviews by 
Dave Bullard 
Chris Holt, 
Tim Mercer 


f \ 

THE UGLY TRUTH 

Sony Pictures 


I’d kind of dismissed The Ugly Truth as a 
chick-flick, but found myself really enjoying 
it. It’s a funny and candid (MA15-I-) look 
at the battle of the sexes, with a pent-up 
but gorgeous TV producer being instructed 
in tbe dating game by an obnoxious male 
colleague. A scene where Katherine HeigI 
is taking instruction via an earpiece at a 
baseball game is one of the funniest I’ve 
seen in a while. - DB 



JAMES MAY’S TOY STORIES 

SBS/Madman I 


“So you think computer games are more 
exciting than old fashioned toys? Well, think 
again.” This is how Top Gear's James May 
begins his new TV series, in which he takes 
old toys to the limit. Projects include making 
an entire garden out of Plasticine flowers, a 
full-scale Lego house and the world’s biggest 
model plane. As a fairly old-fashioned ‘chap’ 
May is perfectly suited to this role. It really is 
a lot of fun. - DB 



PLATFORM: Mac PUBLISHER: 2K Games 


This big expansion pack takes the great god-game 
Civ IV and adds mods and scenarios that put you in a 
future galaxy, the Roman Empire, worlds of magic and 
gods, and much more. Some of the add-ons seem a little 
halt-finished, but they’ll keep you going nicely until 
Civ V eventually lobs. Price: $49.95 - DB 

Game provided by Try and Byte: www.tryandbyte.com.au 




PLATFORM: iPhone/iPod touch 


PUBLISHER: EA 


I’m a big Simpsons tan, so as soon as I saw there was 
a game featuring the yellow misfits I rushed to the App 
Store and downloaded it. Now, it might just be me, but 
the last thing I’d expect a Simpsons game to be is an 
‘80s-style side-scrolling beat-’em-up arcade game. 
Seriously, it’s a world-leading cartoon, so the game 
should be the same. The characters and voices are 
authentic, but it’s ultimately boring. Price: $5.99 - DB 


PLATFORM: iPhone/iPod touch PUBLISHER EA 


This sequel to Need For Speed Undercover is one 
heck of a racing game. Most impressively, it’s not just 
an awesome street racing game for iPhone - it’s an 
awesome street racing game, period. It’s characterised 
by incredible visuals (including 20 beautifully rendered 
cars) and smooth driving controls, and the game’s 18 
tracks can be replayed to unlock more achievements. 
Price: $8.99 -LF 



PLATFORM: iPhone/iPod touch PUBLISHER: Clickgamer 



Little green pigs have stolen some flightless (but skilled) 
birds’ eggs. Now the birds want revenge. Angry Birds 
by Clickgamer.com is a physics puzzle game where you 
must launch these vengeful birds at the pigs' makeshift 
defences. But be sure to plan your strategies carefully. 
Angry Birds is an addictive, clever, and challenging 
puzzler. Price: $1.19 -CH 
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Virtuoso Australian musician 
James Morrison is also a huge 
Mac fan. Here he shares some 
of his thoughts on mixing music 
and technology - particularly 
Logic Studio and GarageBand. 

A ustralia can boast of having many marvellous 
musicians and composers, but there can be little 
doubt that one of the country’s most respected and 
talented virtuosos is multi-instrumentalist James Morrison. 

World famous for his trumpet mastery, Morrison applies 
his skills and love of music to a broad range of projects. 

Whether performing solo or with the London Symphony 
Orchestra, recording with singer Deni Hines or working with 
school bands and orchestras, Morrison says he is Just as 
likely to have his MacBook Pro running GarageBand and 
Logic Studio with him as he is to have his trumpet. 

Logical choice. It wasn’t all that many years ago that 
Morrison and his brother John would spend hour after hour 
in their home studio, building their own computers in an 
attempt to create the best possible digital music platform. 

“In those days I was entrenched in the PC world and, 
quite frankly, paid little heed - or credibility - to the 
Mac platform,” Morrison recalls. “It wasn’t until I saw a 


demonstration that things changed. The more they showed 
me, the more I got wowed! 

“I remember turning to the fellow who was doing the 
demonstration and telling him that while I could obviously 
create music on both [Mac and PC] platforms, I simply 
didn’t understand how, on the Mac, the whole experience 
was more elegant, intuitive and stable,” he says. 

“When he explained to me that Apple developed the 
hardware, the software and the operating system, the penny 
dropped. Here was a seamlessly integrated platform that 
would allow me to create music without being constantly 
aware of the fact that I was using a computer.” 

Elastic elements. Morrison is comfortable using either 
Logic Studio or GarageBand to create music. But when it 
comes to features and functionality. Logic Studio is his first 
choice. Take, for example, elastic time. 

“One of the challenges in combining a live recording 
with digital tracks is that you need to somehow cater to 
the strict tempo of the digital track (such as a drum) and 
the minute timing variations you get with live musicians,” 
Morrison says. “In those situations. Logic Studio can 
actually identify the beat of the recording and, by 
introducing incredibly precise and imperceptible changes, 
automatically match it with the digital drum track.” 

It is the ability of Logic Studio to be able to add extra 
instrument tracks at any point that gives Morrison an 
enormous degree of freedom to experiment with his music. 
“I can be sitting anywhere and have what amounts to an 


032 /IMM/ March 2010 


www.macworld,com.au 


















Profile MACWORLD 


unlimited range of musical instruments and musicians at 
call,” he says. “If I think a piece might sound better with 
a bass loop, then it takes just a few seconds to add that 
in; and if it doesn’t sound right, then it’s just as quick to 
remove it and add in something else.” 

Helping students. While the world has become used to 
the sight of Morrison playing in concert, what many don’t 
realise is that he’s just as often performing well away from 
the spotlight. Throughout Australia, Morrison works with 
school bands and orchestras, helping to promote a greater 
appreciation and understanding of music at every level. 

“Quite often I work with schools that are in the very 
early stages of developing their bands and orchestras,” 
Morrison says. “So it’s not unusual for key instruments, 
such as drums, to be missing. In those cases. I’ll lay down a 
drum track in GarageBand and play it back so the students 
get the feel of playing with every instrument. 

“And while they’re doing that. I’m actually recording 
everything so I can play that back and give them the 
opportunity to hear how they sound.” 

From there, Morrison often adds extra instruments and 
provides the students with the inspiration that they need. 

“They can hear what they sound like,” he says, “and they 
can hear precisely what they can sound like with continued 
effort. And one of the great things is that with Logic Studio 
or GarageBand I can do all these things - lay down extra 
tracks, change the tempo, record and playback - without 
breaking the flow of the session.” 

It doesn’t end there, though, because while Morrison 
is winding up the session and making his farewells, he’s 
exporting the recordings to iTunes and burning them to a 
CD. By the time he’s ready to leave, he’s handed over a CD 
that the students are going to treasure for a long time. After 
all, how many young musicians can say that they’ve played 
with James Morrison as an accompanist - and have the 
recording to prove it? 

Global collaboration. From side-by-side collaboration 
at schools, Morrison switches to worldwide ‘face-to- 
face’ collaboration with fellow musicians, composers and 
orchestra conductors. A case in hand is when, in preparation 
for a European concert, Morrison worked with German 
composer and musician Simon Stockhausen on the creation 
of a new musical score. 

With Morrison in Sydney and Stockhausen in Germany, 
the two musicians set up a Mac screen sharing session 
(which is a standard feature of Mac OS X) whereby 
both shared and could control Logic Studio running on 
Stockhausen’s MacBook Pro. Then, with an iChat session 
running, they would discuss what it was they wanted to 
achieve and introduce their own thoughts to the score. 

“Once again,” Morrison says, “it’s a case of the software 
giving me the ability to work and create music in ways that 
years ago I could never have imagined.” 

Morrison doesn’t even rest on flights, he says: “I’ll be on 
the plane and often be making chart changes. As soon as I 


land, I’ll email those to the conductor so they’re ready for 
the rehearsals and performance.” 

Cool sounds. Morrison’s music creation toolkit even 
includes his iPhone. Sure, he uses the iPhone as a 
communication and productivity tool, but he is quick to 
point out that it often plays a serious role in expanding his 
library of digital musical instruments. 

“Quite often I’ll hear a sound that I think would be great 
to have as a musical instrument,” Morrison says. “In those 
cases, I use a special app I purchased from the iTunes Store 
and record that sound. From there, I import it into Logic 
Studio and have the software use that single recording to 
construct an entire range of notes that can then be used in 
creating some very innovative music.” 

About time. When asked whether using Logic Studio and 
GarageBand had the potential to detract from the ‘purity’ 
of music creation, Morrison is quick to point out that when 
inspiration hits, time is of the essence. 

“If I suddenly get an idea for what the string section of a 
particular piece I’m composing might sound like, using pen 
and paper it would probably take about 10 to 15 minutes to 
write four bars,” he says. “By that time, other ideas I might 
have had could well be gone. 

“With Logic Studio or GarageBand, it takes only as 
long as is needed to play those bars on a connected MIDI 
keyboard. What that means is that you stay more in the 
flow, and music creation actually becomes an organic and 
free-flowing process. 

“It all comes back to the ability for me to immerse myself 
in creating music in what is a highly technical environment, 
yet totally removes the complexity of that technology and 
supports me in what I’m trying to achieve.” 

Courtesy of Apple Australia. 
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DAVID BRAUE 


Single source of the truth 


M any Windows developers 

feel they can do things better 
than Microsoft’s built-in 
applications, so they often build their 
own databases for nnanaging contacts 
and other data. But this means that 
end users are often left struggling 
to manage contacts in numerous 
applications at once. 

Apple’s efforts to avoid duplication 
- and an application culture that 
values building on top of Apple’s 
utilities rather than duplicating them 
- has brought the single-source-of- 
the-truth ideal closer to reality on 
Mac OS X. 

Even if you use another application 
to edit your photos, for example, odds 
are that you’re storing them inside 
Mac OS X’s iPhoto application. Most 
third-party applications are designed 
on the assumption that your photos 
live in iPhoto, and they use the Mac’s 
built-in application programming 
interfaces (APIs) to interact with the 
iPhoto library. 

These interfaces allow other 
applications to easily access your 
audio, photo, and video files without 
building their own indexes. They’re 
also used by the core media browser, 
which provides access to audio, 
movie and photo files from nearly any 
application’s Open files dialogue. 

To see how this works, hit 5€-0 (for 
‘Open’) in your text editor, then scroll 
down to the bottom of the left-hand 
sidebar to the Media category. 

Score one for consistency. Mac 
OS X has taken a similar approach 
with Address Book, its centralised 
contacts repository, and iCal, its built-in 
scheduling application. Each has its 
own features and their data is available 
to other applications for integration 
with built-in applications such as Mail; 
they’re also the single source of the 


truth when syncing with an iPhone, and 
when using MobileMe to sync your 
data between many computers. 

In other words, no matter what 
productivity application you’re using, 
you want to make sure there’s a 
master copy of your calendar and 
contacts in these two applications. 
This will also help when using 
applications like Skype, which can 
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(You can) use your 
app of choice while 
maintaining a critical 
master copy - which 
Sync Services calls a 
‘truth database’.” 


import your Address Book contacts 
into your Skype address book. 

If you’d prefer to manage your 
contacts in a third-party application like 
Entourage, the built-in Sync Services 
allows applications to link to Address 
Book and iCal so that changes are 
automatically synchronised in both 
directions. This lets you use your app 
of choice while maintaining that critical 


master copy - which Sync Services 
calls a ‘truth database’. 

Sync Services usually stays out of 
the way and only notifies you if there’s 
a problem - such as if a record has 
been changed in more than one 
place, and it needs confirmation which 
application has the correct version. 
You’ll also get an alarm if an update 
will change a certain percentage of 
your contacts: set this threshold using 
the built-in iSync (in the Applications 
folder), also used for syncing 
data to and from a broad range of 
smartphones, PDAs, and the like. 

Another built-in Apple service is 
Keychain, a system-wide password 
manager that can store passwords 
for websites, FTP servers, network 
shares, and more - encryption keys, 
digital certificates and secure notes. 
Passwords are secured using Triple- 
DES encryption. 

Mac OS X will tell you when an 
application is trying to access an 
entry in your Keychain; this usually 
happens when you’ve set up a 
new mail account, for example. If 
you’re changing an application’s 
configuration, this is usually fine - but 
if you’re not doing anything special, 
stop to consider for a moment what 
application is requesting access. 

You can manage entries in your 
Keychain using the Keychain Access 
application (in Applications > Utilities), 
which stores your details in the ‘login’ 
keychain and also manages dozens 
of digital certificates used by different 
parts of the operating system. You can 
also use Keychain Access to ‘lock’ 
a keychain to prevent access to it, 
should you need to do so. 

In larger companies. Keychain 
Access can also be used to 
search directory services for email 
certificates. ^ 
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Mini to the max 

Want to integrate your Mac and your home entertainment system? 
DAVID BRAUE gives 15 reasons to build a Mac mini media centre 


i f any single product category stood 
out in the lead-up to Christmas 
2009, it was the personal video 
recorder (PVR). With video-on- 
demand and other upgrades from 
TiVo, the PlayTV TV tuner for Sony’s 
PlayStations, and network and YouTube 
video-capable Blu-ray and hard-drive 
models from a range of vendors, there 
have never been so many ways to get 
your content onto your TV. 

Missing from the Christmas 
circulars, however, was the Apple 
TV, a device whose ability to bring 
your iTunes library to your TV was 
unmatched years ago but now seems 
quaint and outdated for its lack of a 
TV tuner and other accoutrements. 
Apple TV didn’t even feature in 
most Christmas advertising: those 
who want a Mac-like media centre 
experience have little choice but to 
use an actual Mac. 

These days, however, a $600 
PlayStation 3 bundle can get you a 
powerful games, Blu-ray and media¬ 
playing platform that, as we showed 
in the January issue of Australian 
Macworld, can be easily set up to pull 
content from your iTunes library. With 
an entry price of $849, the Mac mini 
certainly can’t compete on price - but 
is the extra expense worth it? We 
tricked up Apple’s Mac mini to see 
how it compares with today’s PVRs. 
Plug and play. The Mac mini’s tiny, 
noiseless design and nondescript 
brushed-aluminium body make 
it perfect for sitting next to your 
flat-screen TV, and setup takes just 
minutes. Plug it into mains power, 
use Apple’s $45 Mini DisplayPort to 
VGA adapter to plug it into your TV’s 
computer-in port, connect the audio, 
and turn on the Mac mini. 



You’ll need an input device, of course: 
plug in a wired mouse until you can 
set up a Bluetooth-capable wireless 
alternative, and add a wireless 
keyboard or get a USB extension 
cable to extend your standard 
keyboard to your couch. 

We particularly liked Microsoft’s 
Wireless Entertainment Keyboard 
7000, which combines a good 
keyboard with a small trackpad that 
can act as a mouse for the mini. 
However, a bug with Microsoft’s 
Intel I i Keys and IntelliPoint software 
prevents the mouse functionality from 
working properly if the software was 
installed - and the keyboard’s function 


keys don’t work if it’s not. As of press 
time, we were working with Microsoft 
to find a fix; for now, you may want to 
use an Apple wireless keyboard. 

If you have a wireless LAN in your 
house, the Mac mini will automatically 
find it and set it up, and you’re all 
set to go. However, in testing we 
found streaming video over WLAN to 
work somewhat erratically; if you can 
get an Ethernet plug into the lounge 
room to reach the mini, all the better. 

There you have it: a prebuilt media 
player that can connect to your other 
computers straight out of the box. 
Activate Sharing in iPhoto and iTunes 
on your main computer, and you 


Media centre. 

Hooking the Mac 
mini up to a TV can 
be an excellent 
alternative to PVRs or 
the Apple TV. 


036 yiMM/ March 2010 


CoNeXuS 





Lifestyle MACWORLD 


can instantly view photo slideshows 
or listen to music on your Mac mini 
media centre. Slip in a DVD, and it will 
start playing. Use Finder to browse to 
movies on another computer and you 
can play them over the network. Add 
an Apple Remote and you’re all set 
to power your box from the couch (or, 
if you have one, through a universal 
remote like Logitech’s excellent 
Harmony series). Download movies 
through iTunes and watch them on 
your TV; in other words, you can get 
basically all the functionality of the 
Apple TV, straight out of the box. 

Depending on your usage habits, 
the Mac mini can be an extremely 
powerful part of your home theatre 
system. Its only weaknesses are 
its relative lack of power for games 
(of course, nearly everything lacks 
gaming power compared with the PS3 
and Xbox 360) and its lack of built-in 
Blu-ray support, although this can be 
remedied. And, of course, its price: 
start with the $849 base configuration, 
add $179.95 for an Elgato eyeTV, $25 
for an Apple Remote, $99 for a wireless 
keyboard and $99 for a Magic Mouse, 
and you’re up to $1250. 

For many people, however, the 
extra expense is still worth it. Over the 
following pages, we’ve highlighted 15 
things you can do with your Mac mini 
media centre, many of which you’ll 
struggle to match on any of the other 
PVR options out there. 

1 Watch and record TV. 

The first thing you’ll probably want 
to do is add TV recording capabilities, 
and your first choice should be the 
dead-easy Elgato eyeTV DTT Deluxe, 
a small USB dongle that plugs into 
the back of the Mac mini. Setup is 
simple, and it includes a three-month 
subscription to the IceTV electronic 
program guide (EPG) service (www. 
icetv.com.au). Since you’re installing 
the Mac mini near a TV, use the direct 
TV antenna attachment for maximum 
signal strength. 

Picture quality on the EyeTV was 
nearly as good as on our standalone 
HDTV tuner, and even the entry-level 

www.conexus.com.au 


Mac mini was more than capable of 
keeping up while recording content. An 
informative channel display, the unit’s 
included remote, and the ability to 
record TV and do the usual assortment 
of timeshifting, ad skipping, and more 
all helped bring our Mac mini PVR a 
big step closer to its rivals. 

It’s worth noting the recent launch 
of MyTVR (www.mytvr.com.au: see 
AMW’s review at http://bit.ly/644qux), 
a hosted TV recording service 
(currently only available in Melbourne), 
which presents a full EPG and records 
whatever you like for your later viewing 
any time within 14 days of its airing. 

Quality is good and you’ll pay less 
for the full MyTVR service than for the 
IceTV EPG alone, although MyTVR can 
chew up your broadband allowance. 
Sign up for the free trial, bookmark it on 
your Mac mini, and you have an instant 
virtual PVR to play on your TV. 

2 Centralise your iTunes library. 

Life can be much easier if there’s 
just one computer managing all your 
media content - especially since the 
new Home Sharing feature lets you 
store files centrally and copy them to 
other computers in your home. Move 
all your music and movies to your Mac 
mini’s iTunes library, and they’re all 
stored in one place. 

But be aware that this might change 
the way you sync iPhones and iPods 
-and if you’re syncing libraries, use 
MobileMe or Google Apps to sync your 
calendars and contacts to the Mac 
mini. You could also move your iPhoto 
library to the Mac mini, although the TV 
isn’t ideal for photo editing. 

3 Set up a networked dropbox. 

If you’re running a home 
network, you want an easy way to 
move content from other computers to 
your Mac mini. We did this by creating 
a ‘Media Dropbox’ folder in the Mac 
mini’s Movies folder, then sharing 
it (System Preferences > Sharing 
> File Sharing) with full read-write 
permission for everyone (you could 
also set write-only access for extra 
protection). 


TOP TIPS 

■ Install DivX (www.divx.com), Flip4Mac for 
WMV videos (www.flip4mac.com), and VLC 
(www.videolan.org/vlc) to play video or audio 
files that QuickTime can’t. 

■ Make sure you adjust your TV's widescreen 
settings so the entire desktop shows. 

■ Since most TVs have fewer vertical lines than 
computer monitors, move the Dock to the 
right or left-hand side of the desktop so your 
applications can use the entire height of the 
screen. 

■ If text is too small to read from your couch, 
use §€ -+ in many applications to make it 
bigger. You can also use Mac OS X’s Zoom 
feature (System Preferences > Universal 
Access to enable a keyboard shortcut) to 
expand a particular area. 

■ Turn off Dock notifications (System 
Preferences > Dock > Animate opening 
applications) and consider selecting 
Automatically hide and show the Dock 
so your movies aren’t disturbed by your 
application icons. 

■ Juggling a media centre mouse and keyboard 
can be a pain on the couch, so set up lots 

of keyboard shortcuts (System Preferences 

> Keyboard > Keyboard Shortcuts) for 
commonly used applications so you can 
forget the mouse most of the time. 

■ Make sure helper applications load when 
the Mac mini reboots: for example, eyeTV, 
AirMouse Server, Plex, and other relevant 
applications should all start up automatically; 
some offer preferences that force them to 
start in full-screen mode, effectively going 
straight to live TV or the media centre when 
the system boots up. 

■ Calibrate the colour profile for your TV 
(System Preferences > Displays > Color 

> Calibrate...); our image initially had low 
saturation and contrast that made it hard to 
read some text. 

■ Use Control-F7 to turn on Full Keyboard 
Access so you can jump between every 
element of an application’s screen using the 
Tab key; get used to using Control-F3 to jump 
to the Dock so you can launch applications 
using your keyboard; or use Spotiight 

(le -Space) as a quick application launcher. 
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Users on other connputers can then 
simply drag and drop media files 
into this network share and they’ll 
immediately be copied to your Mac 
mini, ready for viewing using Front 
Row or a third-party media centre 
application. 

4 Automatically make iPhone 
versions. 

Mac OS X offers powerful workflow 
capabilities that can simplify your 
content management. For example, 
we’ve set up a folder under the 
Media Dropbox and told Mac OS X to 
automatically make an iPhone version 
of any movies that are copied into the 
Media Dropbox. Conversion may take 
a little while, but once it’s done the 
iPhone version is then stored in the 
special Automatically Add to iTunes 
folder (~/Music/iTunes/iTunes Music/ 
Automatically Add to iTunes); this way, 
iTunes will automatically import the 
files for syncing to your iPhone or iPod 
the next time it starts. 



Mac OS X’s Automator capabilities can 
streamline the flow of media to and from your 
Mac mini. This script watches the shared 
files folder, makes an iPhone version of any 
new movie added, and stores it in a special 
directory for iTunes to import. 


5 Access music and photos 
from any Mac. 

iTunes and iPhoto both include 
the ability to share your content 
libraries over the network: enable the 
Sharing option in each application’s 
Preferences on your other computers, 
and you can view or listen them to 
on your TV through the Mac mini. 
Choose an iPhoto album, then click 
‘slideshow’ and you can instantly 
show off your photos in full flat-screen 
splendour. 


6 Play Mac games on the big 
screen. 

Macs aren’t known for their gaming 
capabilities, but that doesn’t mean 
they’re totally useless when it comes 
to having fun. Old standbys like World 
of Goo, new games like Bioshock, and 
even classic games played through 
old console emulators take on a whole 
new life when they’re projected in 42in 
glory on your TV. Many games will run 
fine on the entry-level Mac mini, but if 
games are important to you consider 
spending a bit more for the higher- 
specced version. 

7 Get the full Web on your TV. 

One of the biggest shortcomings 
of game consoles or other Web- 
on-TV devices is that they usually use 
restricted, out-of-date, or relatively 
incapable browsers. Using your Mac 
mini to run Safari gives you all the 
bookmarks. Flash capabilities, and 
other features you’re used to on your 
desktop; use to zoom in if the 
text is too small on your TV. 

8 Use Windows games (and 
other apps). 

There’s a much bigger range of games 
for Windows than for the Macs, and 
not all require the kind of C/ys/s-class 
frame rates that would make the Mac 
mini’s graphics card curl into the foetal 
position. Set up a Windows virtual 
machine on your mini using VMware 
Fusion or Parallels Desktop, and you’ll 
be humming along in no time with an 
even broader range of apps. 

We installed Windows 7 in Fusion 
3.0.1 and, after using the Virtual 
Machines > Install VMware Tools 
option to load optimised drivers, 
found performance quite snappy 
and enjoyable even on the low-spec 
Mac mini. Windows games ran 
without a problem and decade-old 
Carmageddon: TDR 2000, one of our 
personal favourites, was a blast to play 
in 42-inch splendour while sitting on 
the couch. 

You can also use Apple’s Boot 
Camp to set up a separate Windows 
partition; it will consume a chunk of 


your precious Mac mini’s space, but 
you can boot it up whenever you’re in 
the mood for a bit of gaming action 
that needs the extra CPU time Mac OS 
X would normally consume. Whichever 
approach you use, if Windows games 
are a big part of your life, consider 
getting the beefier $1049 Mac mini for 
a bit of extra RAM and CPU grunt. 



Older Windows games showed positively 
peppy performance with VMware’s newest 
drivers loaded, but newer, graphics-intensive 
games may struggle. If they’re important 
to you, use Boot Camp to let the Mac mini 
devote all its energy to the game. 

9 Use an alternative media 
centre. 

One of the nice things about Mac OS X 
is the built-in Front Row media player, 
which gives you access to your music, 
movies and photos through a nice 
interface that can be controlled with the 
Apple Remote or your keyboard. 

If you want more functionality 
or a better overall look, download 
and install Plex (www.plexapp.com) 
or Boxee (www.boxee.tv): these 
alternatives can pull content from 
local or networked drives, access 
sites like Twitter and Facebook, offer 
social recommendations, add new 
functionality using plug-ins, and more. 



Paired with gorgeous high-resolution 
interfaces, Plex (pictured) and Boxee look 
great on the big screen and will make your 
media centre shine. 
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Videoconference your 
friends from your iounge. 

Since your Mac mini will run Skype 
without a problem, you can use it as 
an always-ready speakerphone. Mac 
minis don’t come with iSight camera 
built in, but if you add a standalone 
webcam you can conduct your 
videoconferences on the big screen 
and get the whole family involved. 



Load up Skype, and you can have instant 
voice conversations with loved ones from your 
lounge room. Add an external webcam, and 
it’s videoconferencing for the whole family. 


Downioad and watch movies 
in high definition. 

Apple’s iTunes service lets you rent 
or buy movies in standard or high 
definition, then watch them straight 
on your TV, with a few clicks. This 
feature is built into the Apple TV, but 
it works just as well on the Mac mini. 
You may not get the same HDMI 
connection, so connoisseurs may find 
it disappointing - but it’s more than 
enough for the rest of us. 


Get in (remote) controi. 

You can use Apple’s free 
Remote application on your iPhone 
or iPod touch to control music 
and movie playback on your Mac 
mini’s iTunes library, anywhere your 
Wi-Fi signal reaches (start up iTunes, 
run the Remote application on your 
iPhone, then click on iPhone 
Remote in the Mac mini’s iTunes 
sidebar). But why stop there? 

Third-party applications let your 
iPhone or iPod touch replace your 
Mac mini’s keyboard and mouse 
altogether. 

We had good results with Mobile 
Air Mouse (www.mobileairmouse. 
com) and Rowmote (www.rowmote. 
com), both of which use the iPhone/ 
iPod touch to launch applications, 
control media playback, and interact 
with the computer using the iPhone’s 
keyboard. Also check out application- 
specific tools like Boxee iPhone 
Remote, purpose-built for the Boxee 
media centre app 

Tweet about it. 

If you’re big on Twitter or other 
social media sites, you can interact 
with your friends online while watching 
shows on your media centre; there’s 
already a huge community of fans 
providing in-show commentary via 
#masterchef, #nightline, #lost, and 
myriad other hashtags. Use any 
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The Mac mini doesn’t handle Blu-ray out of the box, but you can still get your high-definition 
videos through the iTunes store. 


The Mac mini’s tiny, 
noiseless design and 
nondescript brushed- 
aluminium body make it 
perfect for sitting next 
to your flat-screen TV.” 


Mac OS X client: Twitterific 
(www.twitterrific.com) has a nice 
transparent and resizable interface 
that suits a media centre, for example, 
while Socialite (www.realmacsoftware. 
com/socialite) also supports 
Facebook, Flickr, RSS, and Google 
Reader), but install it and reconfigure 
it so it shows just one or two lines, and 
uses a big font to display the text in a 
TV-friendly way. 


H yi media centre 

I^T anywhere. 

Using Mac OS X’s built-in Screen 
Sharing feature, it’s a cinch to 
interact with your Mac mini media 
centre from anywhere in the house 
- even if somebody is watching 
something else on the TV. 

Check TV schedules, watch 
current or recorded programming 
(Screen Sharing doesn’t carry sound 
so you’ll need wireless headphones 
plugged into the Mac mini to hear), 
buy new songs or movies, or 
anything else you might do with your 
media centre - without having to sit 
in front of the TV to do it. 

Save your sitting time for enjoying 
your content! 


^ Burn it to disc. 

I w The Mac mini’s built-in 
SuperDrive is capable of burning 
DVDs and CDs out of the box. Drag 
your TV recordings, home videos, 
or pictures into the built-in iMovie or 
iDVD apps, and you can easily make 
your own discs. It’s a capability that 
has become relatively rare among 
consumer-grade PVRs, most of which 
include a hard drive but lack DVD 
burning capabilities. ^ 
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Go with the stream 

Two alternatives to the Apple TV. 


i f you’re looking to enjoy your movie 
download library on your TV, a 
streaming media box could be 
the answer. They’re designed to live 
alongside your TV, hooked up to it 
while also connected to your home 
network (via Ethernet and/or Wi-Fi). 

They come with a remote control 
and make it easy to pull music 
and video files from USB sticks, 
computers and network storage drives 
around your house and the internet. 

In short, they let you watch movies 
on your television in the lounge room 
rather than the monitor in the study. 

Western Digital’s WD TV Live and 
QNAP’s NMP-1000 are just two of a 
wide range of streaming media boxes, 
a range which includes the Apple TV. 

If you live an iTunes-centric lifestyle 
then the Apple TV might be perfect for 
you, but if you want to stray beyond 
Cupertino’s walled garden you’ll find 
the Apple TV is useless. 

In terms of networking and 
format support, the WD and QNAP 
boxes are best of breed. The WD is 
compatible with Samba (Windows), 
NFS (Linux) and Bonjour (Apple) 
networking, along with Universal 
Plug and Play (UPnP) servers such 
as media centres and software like 
PlayOn and TVersity. 

The WD TV Live will also play files 
from a USB device, with the option 
to use a USB Wi-Fi adaptor instead 
of Ethernet. HDMI, component and 
composite video outputs are on offer. 

The QNAP also includes Gigabit 
Ethernet (optional Wi-Fi via USB), 

FTP access. Dynamic DNS support, 
internet radio (including ShoutCast) 
and access to Apple’s movie trailers. 

It also takes an optional 3.Sin SATA 
hard drive, and includes eSATA and 
USB ports for playing files via HDMI, 
component, composite and S-Video. 

These Swiss-Army-Knife media 
players also handle a wealth of music, 




NMP-1000 

QNAf? www.qnap.com.au 

Pros Wide networking and format 
support; optional internal drive 


Cons Expensive; unstable; no 
iTunes store support 


RRP $499 


Cons No iTunes store support 


RRP $199 


PlayStationS’s XMB menu system and 
was very reliable during our testing. Its 
support for iTunes M4A and M4V files 
makes it a handy companion to your 
iPhone/iPod, as movies ripped using 
HandBrake will happily play on it. 

Unfortunately, the QNAP is plagued 
by mediocre picture quality and 
major stability issues. Future firmware 
upgrades may improve the situation. 


Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. If you own an Apple TV you 
can extend its network and format 
by applying a simple software hack 
(wiki.awkwardtv.org) and installing 
the Boxee or XMBC media player 
applications. Of course the Apple TV 
lacks a composite video output, so it 
won’t connect to most old TVs (a real 
hassle if you’re travelling). 

The tiny WD box is perfect for 
throwing in your travel bag and, 
considering its big feature set, small 
price tag, tiny footprint and impressive 
M4/VM4V support, it could make 
a great addition to your arsenal of 
gadgets - especially if you need 
composite video support.. 


— ADAM TURNER 


WD TV Live 

Western Digital, www.wdc.com/au 

Pros Cheap; wide networking and 
format support 


image and video formats such as 
MPEG1/2/4 (ASP and AVC), DivX, XviD, 
H.264, MKV and Windows Media Video 
files - and more. 

The WD TV Live also plays 
unprotected M4V iTunes video files. 
Resolution support ranges from low- 
res files right up to 720p and 1080i/p. 

The Apple TV, while seriously 
outgunned in terms of features, excels 
in terms of reliability, usability and 
easy access to online content. Apart 
from YouTube, the only way to watch 
movies online using the WD or QNAP 
is to use UPnP media server software 
hooked up to a movie rental service. 

The WD TV Live offers a slick and 
responsive interface very similar to the 
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iPHONE 

DANNY GOROG 


E-readers for iPhone 


E -readers will be big business 
this year judging by the early 
success that both Amazon and 
Barnes and Noble have had with their 
versions. But investing in a custom 
reading device can be expensive, and 
if you’ve already got an iPhone or iPod 
touch you can easily shop around 
and try your hand at e-reading before 
shelling out on a dedicated device. 

With e-reader apps you’ve got two 
choices. The first is you buy the book 
and e-reader software as a package. 
The second and, in my opinion, better 
option is to get a dedicated e-reader 
app and then get your books within 
the app. This means you can use 
the same app with each book rather 
than relearning an app each time you 
begin a new book. 

Thanks to the competitive nature of 
the industry most of the e-reader apps 
do much the same thing, but some 
have nicer features than others. For a 
comprehensive look at the category 
go to ‘Books’ in the App Store. 


e-books, boasting well over 400,000 
titles. But due to restrictions Apple 
places on in-app buying, to buy Kindle 
books you’ll need to use MobileSafari. 

Amazon has optimised its Kindle 
store to work well in MobileSafari, and 
you can either buy the book or get a 
free sample. 

Kindle for iPhone also has other 
nice features, such as the ability to 
keep books in sync. For example. 
Kindle will remember the page I am up 
to on both my dedicated Kindle reader 
and the Kindle iPhone app and keep 
the two in sync. The same goes for any 
notes or bookmarks I make. This lets 
me do serious reading on my Kindle, 
but also ‘snack’ reading on my iPhone. 


..Ii. ATaT 16:35 ."3 
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As you flick your finger across 
the screen the pages literally get 
picked up and flicked over. It’s a 
true work of art.” 


Kindle for iPhone (free) 

I’m a big Kindle fan and the Kindle 
app for iPhone is the perfect 
complement to the dedicated Kindle 
device (which I own). Any book you 
buy on Kindle can be read on both the 
Kindle device and on the iPhone app. 

The app has plenty of ways to 
customise your reading. For instance, 
you can read in both landscape and 
portrait mode and choose from three 
different background colours. 

To move between pages you can 
swipe or tap on either edge of the 
screen and the page will gently turn. 

To begin with this can be cumbersome 
but after a few pages you forget 
you’re doing it. 

Amazon, which makes the Kindle, 
also has the largest selection of 


Stanza (free) 

Stanza, also owned by Amazon, lets 
you buy popular new books (albeit 
from a much smaller catalogue of 
50,000 titles) or download up to 
50,000 free works from sites like 
Project Gutenberg and Feedbooks. 

The app also lets you transfer 
your own ePub, eReader, PDF or 
Mobipockets books from your Mac. 

Stanza works much the same way 
as Kindle for iPhone but also features 
a CoverFlow-like layout that lets you 
easily flick through your books. 

Eucalyptus ($12.99) 

Eucalyptus rose to fame when Apple 
famously decided to reject the app 
as it lets you browse and download 
free titles like the explicit Karma 


Sutra. That’s all behind us now, and 
you’ll find Eucalyptus a pleasure to 
read with. It only focuses on freely 
available books but presents them in 
a beautiful visual interface and makes 
downloading them a cinch. 

You browse the simulated ‘book 
library’ then, with two taps, download 
a book. Turning pages is as real as 
you’ll get on an iPhone. As you flick 
your finger across the screen the 
pages literally get picked up and 
flicked over. It’s a true work of art. 

Unfortunately, Eucalyptus is missing 
some options like the ability to change 
background colour, but it does let you 
resize the text by using the standard 
pinch-to-zoom gesture. ^ 

See Page 75 for our Kindle review. 
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MacFixit Australia Tel: 03 9329 4343 

owe and NewerTech Authorized Dealer 
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www.macfixit.com.au 


AUSTRALIA'S ONLINE MAC UPGRADES STORE 
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NewerTech miniStack® v3 

'Quad Interface' FW800/400/USB2/eSATA 
High Performance External Hard Drive with 
Space Saving Integrated Hub. r 

up to 2.0TB from $225.00 
0GB HD Kit only $148.00 


Get the Best ofOWCand 
NewerTech in ONE place. 


"In All Cases, Performance Should 
Be Considered Very Good to 
Excellent."- Lloyd Chambers 

dilQoyil 
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NewerTech® Voyager 

SATA I/ll hard drive docking solutions 
support all 2.5" & 3.5" hard drives up to 2.0TB! 


Other World Computing 


owe® Mercury Elite-AL Pro™ 

'Quad Interface' FW800/400/USB2/eSATA 
Portable, high performance storage with 
bus-powered, fanless convenience. 

up to 500GB from $209.99 


mini 


Voyager 52 

USB2.0+eSATA 

only $79.99 


Voyager Q 

FW800/400+ USB2.0+eSATA 

only $129.00 


Macworld 

JlZwJd.c'S Macworld UK 
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NEW! Batteries for MacBook® 
& MacBook Pro! (Non-Unibody) 


Plus batteries for all PowerBook* and iBook* 


Up to 74.5% Higher Capacity 
vs. original Apple® factory 
included battery. 

from$119.f''' 


High Capadty Notebook Replacement Batteries 


'The design, materials, and performance of 
the units are all top notch" -Macenstein 


NewerTech, NewerTech arrow logo, and miniStack are registered trademarks and the Newer Technology, Inc. logo is trademarks of Newer Technology, Inc. OWC and OWC logo are registered trademarks and 
Mercury Elite-AL Pro and Other World Computing are trademarks of Other World Computing. Other marks may be the trademark or registered trademark property of their owners. Prices, specifications, and availability are subject to change without notice. 
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*■ enki iPWR. This External Battery pack can 
recharge your iPhone or iPod between once and 
1.8 times. The iPWR is a large-capacity Lithium- 
Polymer battery of 1800mAh/3.7V, but is palm¬ 
sized so it’s easy to take on your travels. 

RRP: $69.95 


Conexus 

www.conexus.com.au 


GADGET 
GUDE 



STM scout X.small. Now that the iPad 
is here, the accessories are appearing thick 
and fast. The x.small scout shoulder bag isn’t 
designed specifically for Apple’s new tablet, 
but STM says the 9.7in device fits perfectly in 
the cushioned canvas bag with felt lining. 
RRP: $79.95 
STM 

www.stmbags.com.au 


Gear, gizmos and goodies for 
your Mac, iPhone, iPod & iPad, 
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^ LaCie Sam Hecht range. We love 
the way LaCie is pairing high design with 
functionality, and this range of iPad and 
MacBook cases continues the trend. Designed 
by Sam Hecht (Muji), the Coat and ForMoa 
lines are made from bubbled neoprene. 

RRP: Coat, from $23.99; ForMoa, from 

$39.99 

LaCie 

www.iacie.com.au 
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t Parrot Zikmu. The Philippe Starck-designed 
Zikmu iPhone/iPod speaker tower we reviewed and 
loved in the October 2009 issue otAMW is now 
available in four colours: black, white, grey and 
lime. Very nice, indeed. 

RRP: $1999 

MAXMEDiA 

www.maxmedia.com.au 


www.macworld.com.au 
















^ Digislide Digishow. Weighing just 
140g, this projector, which is small enough 
to fit in the palm of your hand, is designed to 
plug-and-play with mobile devices including 
iPhones, laptops and cameras. It throws a 
picture of up to 73.5in at 640x480-pixel 
resolution. From Adelaide company Digislide. 
RRP: $399 
Digislide 

www.digishow.com.au 


+ Leica Monovid. if you need ultra¬ 
sharp magnification but don’t want to carry 
binoculars around, the Leica Monovid may 
be the answer. The 8x20 monocular weighs 
just 112g and has a close focus range of less 
than 30cm. 

RRP: $849 
Adeal 

www.adeal.com.au 


^ NewerTech window mount. Not only are 
iPhone window mounts a really good idea in terms 
of safety, they’re also becoming a legal requirement 
in many parts of Australia. This NewerTech one has a 
robust, flexible arm and super vacuum adhesion for 
secure use in rough environments. 

RRP: US$19.99 (about $23) + shipping 

NewerTech 

www.macsales.com 


^ Tunebug Shake. When mounted on bike, 
ski or skate helmets, the Shake sound generator 
creates a surround sound experience for the user, 
while helping him or her avoid the danger of being 
unaware of their surroundings by wearing earphones. 
The Shake should be available for Australian 
shipping soon. 

RRP: US$119.95 (about $136) 

Tunebug 

www.tunebug.com 
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^ be.ez LA garde robe. Built for the 
13in MacBook Pro, the LA garde robe is a basic 
shoulder bag with a nylon exterior and interior, 
and zippered back and inside pockets. There are 
three models, all with black exteriors and coloured 
interiors in either Pumpkin, Light Pink or Wasabi. 
RRP: US$34.95 (about $40) 
be.ez 

f.be-ez.com 




^ iLuv ICC805. iLuv is one of the first 
companies to hit us with a range of iPad 
accessories, including these great-looking 
ICC805 cases. Available in black, pink and white, 
the fabric cases have coloured straps that flip 
over the top to secure the iPad. Each comes with 
a screen protector. 

RRP $49.95 

iWorid Australia 

www.iworldaustralia.com.au 


Edifier On the Go iF350. Built for travelling, 
the Edifier On the Go iE350 features a foldaway iPod 
dock and a rechargeable battery giving 15 hours of 
listening time. It also has an EM radio and alarm clock. 
Exclusive to Harvey Norman. 

RRP: $199 
Edifier 

www.edifier-international.com 


^ eigenlabs Eigenharp Alpha. This Mac 
powered instrument allows professional musicians to 
play and improvise using a limitless range of sounds. 
The Alpha can play and record loops, change scale 
and key, transpose, alter tempo, program beats, create 
arrangements, switch and layer multiple sounds, all 
while the musician is performing live on stage. 

RRP: From £3995 (about $7200) -i- shipping 

eigeniabs 

eigenlabs.com 




^ LaCie Sound2 Speakers. These very 
groovy speakers are a collaboration between LaCie 
and FRench audio company Cabasse. Promising 
sophisticated and advanced acoustic engineering, 
LaCie says the speakers show that high-quality sound 
doesn’t have to come at a high price. 

RRP $149 
LaCie 

www.lacie.com.au 
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t Enex TestLab eMetric. Australian- 
based Enex TestLab has developed a low-cost 
hardware device that measures and reports on 
a range of critical business networking and 
broadband performance issues such as network 
performance; network latency and webpage load 
speeds. 

RRP: Part of an Enex service 
Enex TestLab 
www.testlab.com.au 


^ Griffin FlexGrip. Griffin takes the prize 
tor being the first company to hit our desks with 
iPad accessories, just hours after the tablet was 
announced. This one, the FlexGrip, is a silicone 
sleeve that’s available in blue, white, black and 
purple. 

RRP: $39.99 

Griffin Technology 

www.griffintechnology.com 




GAMING MICE 


nMZ.c:n umiviiinu miuc 

The Razer Imperertor is a right-handed ergonomic 
mouse for palm and fingertip gamers. The Mac- 
compatible mouse's contours and grooves are designed 
to enhance aggressive mousing movements, and even 
the side buttons are adjustable. AMW has three of 
these amazing mice, worth $139.95 each, to give away. 
For your chance to win one, send an email with the 
subject line RAZER to amwcomp@niche.com.au and 
answer True or False to the question: “Razer Imperator 
has two adjustable side buttons that deliver optimum 
reach regardless of palm size or grip style.” (See www. 
razerzone.com for details.) Please also tell us your name 
and daytime phone number. Winners will be announced 
on the A/WW Forums, www.macworld.com.au/forums 


www.macworlcl.com.au 
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MAXPower 


owe Mercury Extreme Enterprise Class SSD 

visit: www.mQCsaies.com/ssd 
High-Performance Enterprise Class Storage for 
Notebook and Desktop Computers. 

ICY DOCK® Screw-less 2.5" to 3.5" g|| 
SATA I/ll Hard Disk Drive Converter Case ™ 

■ _ for $19.99 


eSATA 6G PCIe 2.0 Controller Card 

^ visit: www.macsales.com/newertech 
The easiest solution for adding two 
■ SATA ports with a DRIVERLESS Plug and 
Play installation to Mac Pros! for $59.99 


rFASTER 
Boot Times 
&8.5X 
, LONGER j 
^ Use y 


Fast Data"*^ 
Transfer Rate 

up to 

6Gb/s! 


to 200GB 

from $229.99 


FASTER MAC! 




Easiest Way to Dock and Access 
Hard Drives at Will 

www.macsales.com/voyager 


Data Access Now Made Simple! 

Plug and Play, Hot Swap, and 
add a new drive at anytime. 
Offers flash memory card 
like ease of use, but with 
huge capacity gains. ^ 


includes 

adapters for HDMI 
IHi^^^&VGA Displays. 


NewerTech® Voyager 

SATA I/ll hard drive docking solutions 
support all 2.5" & 3.5" hard drives up to 2.0TBI 


NewerTech 

USBtoDVI/HDMI/VGA ° 

to Video Display Adapter. 594.. 

The portable, bus powered workspace expander for easier content 
viewing! Easily add more displays to your Mac or PC via USB. 


Hard drive not included with Voyager. 
See below for hard drive bundles. 


Voyager q Voyager S 2 

FW800/400-i-USB2.0-i-eSATA USB2.0+eSATA 

only $87.99 only $29.00 


Voyager + 1TB Hard Drive from S147.99 
BUNDLES available up to 2TB! 


QUAIITY PRODUCTS ■COMPETITIVE PRICES! EXPERT SUPPORT 


own drive! 


from $15.99 m 


Available with FireWire 800, FireWire 400, USB 2.0, and/or eSATA 


Multi Bay 
Solutions 


NewerTech Guardian 
MAXimusHDKit 

'Quad Interface'Hardware 
RAID-1 (Mirrored) Data 
Redundant 
kits from $139.99 

320GB+320GB to 2.0TB+2.0TB 

_ from $219.99 


Solutions ^ 

owe Mercury 
Elite-AL Pro HD Kit 

FW400/USB2&'Quad 
Interface'Options 
kits from $49.99 
80GB to 2.0TB from $74.99 


owe Mercury 
Elite-AL Pro mini HD Kit 

'Quad Interface' 

FW800/400/USB2/eSATA 

Bus Powered 

kit only $84.99 

320GB to 640GB from $129.99 

SSD Options Also Available! 


owe Mercury 
Elite-AL Pro Qx2 HD Kit 

'Quad Interface'4-Bay 

NewerTech miniStack HD Kit User Configurable 

FW400/USB2 &'Quad Interface' RAID 0,1,5,10, Span 

Options Powered Hub kit only $319.99 

kits from $42.99 80GB to 2.0TB from $84.99 2.0TB to 2.0TB from $529.99 


External Storage up to 8.0TB! 
Ready to plug and play from $59.99 

Parallels Desktop® 5 for Mac teg. price $79.99 

—- ^ Seamlessly run Windows on your Mac — without 
rebooting. The programs you need. The computer 
SmE you want. The best of both worlds. 


•ROSOFT 


PROSOFT 

Prosoft Drive Genius v2.x reg. price $99.99 

^ Maintain, Manage, Optimize & Repair your Hard Drives, 

ia Prosoft Data Rescue III reg. price $97.99 

^ The best data recovery software for the Mac platform. 


>ROSorr 


All prices quoted in US dollars 


At owe Our Customers Come 1 st! 


4^ Other iNoria Compot/ng new...shipping options under $5! 

Quality Products, Expert Support since 1988 Orders ship from USA with extremely competitive shipping rates. 

815.338.8685 • www.mac5ales.com 


Visit: www.macsales.com Call: 815.338.8685 









































Customer Quote CORNER 

"With an enormous product line and great service, I 
^ highly recommend your company to other 

Mac owners in Australia." 


SAVINGS 
up to 

67% 

VS factory! 


Find what you need to max your Mac's 
performance in 3 easy clicks with our on-line 
memory configurator! 

www.macsales.com/MyOWC 


available! 


Window Mount for iPhone 3G/36S 

Flexible mount keeps your iPhone in view and 
within easy reach. . 


Hands-Free Mic & Earbuds for iPhone 

Enjoy hands-free communication with your iPhone. 
Wear the NewerTech® Hands-Free Mic & Earbuds for 
iPhone while driving, walking or relaxing. 


Mic Extender Cable for iPhone 

Microphone w/On-Off switch - Connects 
between iPhone & your EarBuds! 


Conservation & Recycling 
for a greener tomorrow 


More Memory = Faster Mac^ 

V/s/t www.macsales.com/memory for all available kits 

Apple® Mac® Pro XEON™ 

J Memory for any 2006/2007/2008 models 

4GB Kit 8GB Kit 16GB Kit 32GB Kit Upgrac 

{2GB Modules X 2) (2GB Modules x 4) (2GB Modules x 8) (4GB Modules x 8) 2 66G\- 

$153.99 $307.97 $609.99 $1099.99 Quad ( 




That’s a great deal!" 

■ Dave Hamilton, Mac Observer 




Now Available! ^ 
New batteries for 
MacBook/MacBook Pro! 

Plus batteries for all 
PowerBooks& iBooks 


Get Fully Recharged On The Go! 

Why buy from OWC? 


High Capacity Notebook Replacement Batteries 


We don't just sell it, we tell you how to install and use it. 


Free online "Do-It-Yourself" 
videos for easy installation. 
Check out our new page! 
www.macsales.com/installvideos 


^ Free lifetime 
technical support. 


Extremely fast delivery 
at a reasonable cost. 


Expert installation services 
with fast turnaround. 


24/7 Live 
Chat support. 


www.macsales.com/warranty 


http://www.macsales.com/GREEN 


http://www.macsaies.com/turbine 




NewerTech, NewerTech arrow logo. Guardian MAXimus, and miniStack are registered trademarks and the Newer Technology, Inc. logo is trademark of Newer Technology, Inc. OWC and 
OWC logo are registered trademarks and Mercury On-The-Go Pro, Mercury Elite-AL Pro, Mercury Elite-AL Pro Qx2, and Other World Computing are trademarks of Other World Computing. 
Other marks may be the trademark or registered trademark property of their owners. Prices, specifications, and availability are subject to change without notice. 
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POWE 

CRISI 


Powertraveller solargorilla 

Powertraveller’s solargorilla Is a solar panel that lets you charge 
mobile phones, notebooks and other accessories while you’re on 
the go. It has a tough, rubberised casing, weighs in at 820g and is 
slightly smaller than a MacBook Air. 

The solargorilla comes with a 2-metre cable and a set of 17 tips. 
Choose the correct tip for your device, plug it into the end of the 
cable and connect it to the solargorilla. 

MacBook and MacBook Pro users will need to also buy Apple’s 
Magsafe airline adaptor to use the solargorilla as Apple hasn’t 
licensed the Magsafe connector to third parties. 

Powertraveller, www.powertravelier.com.au 

Pros: Robust 

Cons: Heavy 

RRP: $325 




www.macworld.com.au 


It’s a basic concept: No power, 
no computing. And too much 
power can spell disaster. 
ANTHONY CARUANA looks at 
the options for regulating power, 
taking it on the road and getting it 
when you’re far from civilisation. 


D espite all the hi-tech wizzbangeiy that surrounds 
us, there’s a lowest common denominator that can 
render the most sophisticated device into nothing 
more than a 21st-centuiy paperweight - power. Without 
access to the electricity mains or a battery the most bleeding- 
edge innovation is just so many circuits, bits and bytes. 

A cell is typically made up of two or more chemical 
agents that can react with each other. Whenever a 
chemical reaction takes place, some energy is created by 
the rearrangement of the bonds between the different 
compounds. The cells that power our laptops, phones and 
cameras are able to harness that expended energy in the 
form of electricity. 

However, a single cell that can produce the required 
power for many or our appliances would be too big. That’s 
where some basic physics comes into play. By connecting a 
group of cells we can create a battery that can combine the 
output of each cell. 

In most of our devices the cells are arranged in serial 
- the positive and negative terminals of the battery are 
connected to each other. 

This means that the power of each cell can be added to 
the others. For example, four 1.5V cells arranged in a serial 
battery can deliver 6V of power. 

If all the positives are connected to each other and all 
the negatives to each other we get a parallel battery. In this 
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case, we get the same power output as one cell, 1.5V, but it 
lasts four times as long as a single cell. 

Battery capacity is measured in mAh or milliamp hours. 
Simply put, this is a measure of capacity. A 2500mAh cell 
can provide 1mA of current for 2500 hours. If a light bulb 
requires 100mA to light up, a lOOmAh battery would keep 
that light on for an hour. A lOOOmAh battery would keep it 
going for 10 hours. 

Every component in your phone or computer uses some 
power. For example, a lit LED on a phone will take about 
0.5 percent of a typical lOOOmAh battery. With the CPU the 
consumption will vary but a 2GHz processor will use about 
twice as much power as a IGHz, with all other things being 
equal. 

Mobile phone radios, Wi-Fi and Bluetooth all chew 
through power. The phone radio will use about 2mA on 
standby and then more depending on proximity to a 
transmission tower. Wi-Fi and Bluetooth will vary depending 
on the chipset used, though we’ve found that Bluetooth and 
3G comms are far more power hungry than Wi-Fi. 

HOME AND OFFICE 

The power that you rely on when you’re at home or in the 
office is usually produced at a plant that either burns some 

Targus 10OW 
Auto Power Inverter 

While the Targus 10OW Auto Power Inverter has a 
limited output, it makes up for that with convenience. 

Its tapered profile sits easily in a cup-holder so that it 
doesn’t slide around the car when in use. The cable can 
be conveniently wrapped around the unit. 

The inverter worked well. We plugged it into our car’s 
cigarette lighter and charged a MacBook Pro, iPhone 
and iPod. We did encounter one problem, though - we 
tried to charge a Kindle using the USB port connector 
but were unsuccessful. However, the issue was confined 


to the Kindle in our testing. 
Targus, www.targus.com.au 



sort of fuel, such as coal or gas, or comes from some 
other renewable source such as hydroelectric plants 
or wind turbines. When it arrives, it provides 240V of 
power. 

However, when that power arrives at an outlet on 
your wall many factors can influence its quality. For 
example, equipment on local distribution lines can fail 
on hot days, power plants can trip, storms and local car 
accidents can affect the quality of the power that arrives. 

That’s why we strongly suggest that any valuable 
equipment that’s connected to a power point should 
be protected by an Uninterruptible Power Supply, 
or UPS. 

A UPS can do several things. It can keep your 
equipment running in the event that the power goes out. 
And, perhaps more importantly, a UPS can condition the 
power entering your devices. Although the power system 
usually works within very stringent parameters, local 
factors can affect it. A decent UPS will smooth out surges 
and sags that may occur and well as correcting local 
frequency fluctuations. 

The typical UPS contains a battery that can power 
your devices for a short time in the event of a power 
failure. When buying a UPS make sure that the battery is 

Dexim P-Flip 
Foldable Power Dock 

Dexim’s P-Flip dock folds into a small package that’s 
about two-thirds the size of an iPhone. When flipped 
open, it can be used as a dock that connects to your 
Mac with a standard USB cable while charging its 
10OOmAh battery. 

There’s plenty to like about this nifty little unit. Three 
blue LEDs, that light up when a small button is pushed, 
give an indication of the battery’s charge status. The flip 
closes over when not in use so that the dock connector 
is protected. The P-Flip can deliver about 75 percent of 
a full charge to a flat iPhone. 

Dexim, www.iworldaustralia.com.au 

Pros: Compact, 
doubles as a dock 

Cons: None 

RRP: $90 



052 AMM/ March 2010 


www.macworld.com.au 












Feature MACWORLD 


removable and that spares can be easily purchased. Like any 
rechargeable battery, the one in your UPS has a finite life 
and should be tested regularly. 

If you can’t afford a UPS, at least consider a decent 
surge suppressor. When a spike in the supply comes, a 
surge suppressor shuts off power to your computer. 

This is done by diverting the current to a metal oxide 
varistor, or MOV. Each time the MOV is used it degrades 
a little. If you’ve had a significant surge - one that blows 
a light bulb for example - then it’s time to replace your 
surge protectors. 

For small appliances, we suggest that a stash of 
rechargeable AA and AAA batteries can be a significant 
money saver. 

We’ve found that decent-quality rechargeables can power 
wireless keyboards and mice for several weeks between 
charges. Look for cells that have a high capacity, at least 
2500mAh, particularly if you’re planning to use them in 
digital cameras. 

THE CAR 

Your car is a rolling power plant. While the engine is 
running the kinetic, or movement, energy within the motor 
is converted to electrical energy through the alternator and 


its associated components. Ultimately, it’s able to deliver 
a steady 12V of electrical power delivered in DC or direct 
current. 

However, to get the best use of that energy you’ll need 
to covert it from 12V to 240V and the alternating current, 
or AC, your appliances typically use. For that, you’ll need 
a power inverter. 

Power inverters typically connect to the cigarette 
lighter socket in your car, though it is possible to get 
one permanently wired. An inverter can only supply a 
limited amount of power, measured in watts. 

The number of watts you need can be easily calculated 
by multiplying the volts and amps from the power supply’s 
output. This is usually printed on the power supply 
somewhere in the fine print. 

Take a look at the power supply you wish to connect. 
We’ll use the one from a MacBook Pro as an example. It 
has a power output of 16.5V and 3.65A, which means it 
needs 60.225W from an inverter. So, if we had a 200W 
power inverter we could potentially power three MacBook 
Pros. 

When buying an inverter you need to give some thought 
to where it will be placed in the car. Inverters generate heat 
so they really need a spot that’s well ventilated. 


Kensington Charge and 
Sync Dock 

Kensington’s iPhone dock might cost a little more than 
Apple's but it adds one important feature. Behind the 
iPhone slot there’s a place for an extra battery, which 
can be kept charged and carried around for the days 
when some extra juice is needed. 

The dock functions as expected without any surprises. 
Simply connect it your Mac and voila! The battery pack 
is small and light - about a third the size of the iPhone. 
When plugged into an iPhone it does make the iPhone a 
little awkward to use. However, it’s able to deliver about 
three-quarters of a full charge to the iPhone. 


Belkin F6s600au 600VA 
Surge Protector 

A UPS is essential for any office and we’d suggest that 
it’s also a worthwhile investment for a home theatre as 
well. Belkin’s 600VA provides six power outlets. 

Three of the F6s600au’s ports deliver surge protection, 
with the other three adding UPS protection. We con¬ 
nected a 21.5in iMac playing a DVD to one of the UPS 
outlets. Once we killed the mains power, the F6s600au 
kept the Mac running for 10 minutes - enough time to 
shut down the system in a real power failure. 

The F6s600au can also protect your comms gear from 
a surge as it offers protection for phone cables as well. 



Kensington, www.smartmadesimple.com.au 
Pros: Small; light 


Cons: Only manages 
70 percent recharge 


RRP: $80 

m 


Belkin, www.belkin.com/au 
Pros: Easy to use 
Cons: Poor software 
RRP: $249 

mn 
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One feature we like is the availability of a USB port so that 
devices like the iPhone can be easily charged. Also, make 
sure you buy an inverter with some headroom. For example, 
if you determine that you need to connect 200W of devices 
to the inverter at the same time, buy a 300W inverter. 

THE OUTDOORS 

There will be times when you simply won’t have access to a 
power point or other source to power your devices. This is 
when you need one of the many new solar chargers to hit 
the market over the past few years. 

Solar panels convert solar radiation into electrical 
energy. Photons, or little packets of energy that are made 
up of light, cause electrons in photovoltaic cells to enter 
a high energy state. That energy is released as electricity 
that we can then harness to power devices or charge 
batteries so the power can be used at a later date. 

It’s worth noting that even the most efficiently designed 
solar cells can only convert about 40 percent of the solar 
energy into useful electrical energy, with yields of 20 
percent more common. The National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (NREL) claims the world record title at just 40.8 
percent. Eor you and me, what that means is that we need 
a nice bright day for a solar cell to be really useful. 


Belkin Notebook Surge 
Protector 

There’s no reason why you can’t keep your hardware 
protected when travelling. Belkin’s Notebook Surge 
Protector with USB Charger otters protection for two 
devices, and has a USB port for charging your iPhone. 

The unit is 13.5cm long, but it can be rotated so it won’t 
cover both outlets on a standard double powerpoint. 
Belkin offers to repair or replace any equipment 
damaged by a surge, spike, or lightning strike while 
properly connected to a Notebook Surge Protector - up 
to the value of $100,000 - and will replace the unit if 
it’s damaged while protecting your kit. 


Belkin, www.belkin.com/au 



Solar panels are collections of solar cells, connected 
serially to maximise power output. So, when you’re buying 
a solar panel for your home or to take away you’ll need 
to some research. Cheaper panels have a lower density of 
cells than dearer ones. 

Also, with portable panels, look for a solid design and 
casing as photovoltaic cells are quite delicate. 

ON THE GO 

There will be times when being able to quickly top up your 
mobile phone’s juice is essential. That’s where an external 
battery pack can be handy. They come in all shapes and 
sizes. 

We have one that has a single USB plug and holds four 
AA cells. This can be used to supply power to most devices 
that get their power via a USB port. If you’re a hands-on 
type of person, you can make a battery pack quite easily - 
there are lots of instructions online. 

However, there are plenty of battery packs commercially 
available. These are usually sealed units that contain an 
internal battery and some sort of external connector. 

If you need to charge several different devices, these 
packs are worth considering as they can charge several 
devices off a single charge. If you’re looking at such a pack. 


Varta Solar charger for 
AA and AAA 

Varta’s fake on the solar charger includes a pair of 
rechargeable 2100mAh cells, a couple of small solar 
panels and a USB port to create a flexible, mobile 
charging solution that can be used just about anywhere. 

The batteries can be charged either by connecting the 
charging unit to a USB port or by opening the top to 
reveal two small solar panels. The cable the charger 
comes with has exchangeable tips for the iPhone, 
mini-USB, micro-USB and several mobile phones. 

Although the design is a little chunky, the Varta Solar 
Charger would be very handy for travellers. 

Varta, www.au.varta-consumer.com 

Pros: Small; lots of 
charging options 

Cons: Few phone tips 

RRP: $60 
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look for one that is rated at several thousand mA h. For a 
single device, lOOmAJi or so should be enough. 

If your notebook is important then you’ll want to 
do all you can to keep it safe. While it’s essential to protect 
your hardware from being stolen, or your data from 
being compromised, it’s also worth thinking about the 
powerpoints you plug into. While we recommend using a 
UPS in the office, it’s not really practical when you’re on 
the road. However, there are plenty of small surge 
protectors. 

While they may not protect your laptop from a direct 
lightning strike they will offer some protection from spikes 
in the power supply. 

FOR THE IPHONE 

Although there are many great things that can be said 
about the iPhone, battery life cannot be counted among its 
strengths. Even moderate use of 3G data, a few calls and 
listening to a few tracks will drain its battery within a full 
day. So to get the most out of your iPhone we suggest that 
you start by turning off what you don’t need. 

If you don’t plan to use 3G data, disable 3G under 
Preferences > General > Network. While you’re in the 
General preferences, also make sure that Wi-Fi and 


NuPower Charge 
and Sync+ 

The Charge and Sync+ is an external battery pack 
that can charge your iPhone, iPod and devices that are 
powered from micro- and mini-USB connections. It has 
an internal Li-Ion battery of 650 mAh capacity - enough 
to deliver about half a charge to an iPhone. 

After the initial charge we found fhe Charge and Sync-i- 
easy to use. Switching between the three charge cables 
was easy and they wrap around the casing for easy 
storage. However, the Charge and Sync-i- is designed 
for American markets so you’ll need an adaptor to plug 
it into local power outlets. 


Newer Technology, www.newertech.com 
Pros: Small_ 



Bluetooth are disabled if you’re not planning to use them. 

Of the three radios, Bluetooth will chew through the most 
power. You can also dim the screen brightness to save a bit 
more of the battery charge. 

However, if that’s not enough or if you need those features 
enabled you can look at how you charge your iPhone. 

Having an iPhone charger set up at both home and work 
means that you can keep the iPhone’s battery topped up 
through the day. 

If you spend a bit of time in the car then an in-car 
charger is worth having - just make sure you also have 
a cradle for the phone as use of a phone without one can 
result in a hefty fine in some states. 

If you’re too mobile for a fixed charging solution there 
are plenty of iPhone battery extenders on the market. 

These connect to your iPhone’s dock port to deliver a 
charge. The iPhone’s battery is rated at about 1200mAH, 
so look for a charger with at least lOOOmAh to give the 
iPhone a decent boost. 

Some battery extenders can serve two purposes - acting 
as a desktop dock as well as a charger. These can be handy 
as they can also act as a stand if you’re watching a movie 
on your iPhone on a plane. Others can play the part of belt- 
clip holder. 


case-mate Fuel Battery 
Extender Case 

If you like to carry your iPhone in a holster, like a 
high-tech cowboy, then you’ll like case-mate’s Fuel 
Battery Extender Case. The Fuel’s internal battery has 
a 1200MaH output - enough to fully recharge an 
iPhone. The iPhone can be easily slipped in and out of 
the Fuel but sometimes needs a firm push. 

As a bonus, the belt clip can be rotated 90 degrees 
so that you can sit your iPhone up on a table. A small 
chamber built into the fuel acts as an amplifier for the 
iPhone’s speakers, giving the output volume a boost 
and slightly deeper tone. 

case-mate, www.case-mate.com 
Pros: Speaker boost 

Cons: Chunky 

RRP: US$80 
(about $86) 
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Attention to detail 

JAY TOWN gives the GigaPan robotic panorama-shooter a run at the cricket 


M ost of US have tried to stitch 
up a series of photos to 
make a panorama at some 
point. Some of us have tried the 
automatic photo-stitch settings on 
our point-and-shoot cameras - the 
one that shows us where to position 
the next frame and then joins it up 
with on-camera software. 

The more serious of us have tried 
the excellent stitching abilities of 
Photoshop CS with amazing results. 
Well, now there is a new device 
that enables us to take hundreds of 
photos and then join them up in a 
really, really, really, BIG file. It is aptly 
named the GigaPan. 

It is a robotic tripod head that 
attaches to the top of your tripod 
and holds a small camera - anything 
from a small point-and-shoot to a 
compact DSLR. It takes hundreds of 
photos with the lens set to maximum 
zoom and then creates the field of 
view you would have attained with a 
wide-angle lens. 

The result is an amazingly high- 
resolution image that allows you to 
zoom right into the scene in a way 
that must be seen to be believed. 

You tell the GigaPan where you 
would like to start your panorama 
from (the top left frame) and then tell 
it where you would like it to end (the 
bottom right frame), and the robotic 
arm does the rest. It starts from the 
top left, works its way down in a 
column, then goes to top of the next 
column and so on. For a 360-degree 
photo, you set the highest point and 
the lowest point and it works its way 
around in a circle. 

This whole process can take 
some time, depending on the area 


you would like to cover and the 
amount of zoom that the camera is 
capable of. A larger zoom will have 
a narrower field of view, and require 
more photos than a smaller zoom 
with a wider field of view. Of course 
the larger the zoom, the more photos 
taken, and the better the resolution. 

If during the shooting process 
(which can typically be anywhere 
from five to 50 minutes) something 
comes along and blocks your 
view, you can stop the GigaPan. 
Then, if you need to, you can back 
up a few frames and resume the 
process. Those extra frames with the 
undesired element can be removed 
during the stitching process. 

Once you have finished, you then 
load the photos onto your computer 
and start the GigaPan Stitching 
software that comes as a free 
download with the hardware. 

The software is simple to use, 
but it’s a very complicated process 


and takes time. The tutorials on the 
GigaPan site recommend keeping 
the photos in the lower hundreds 
otherwise the processing times will 
drag out too long. In my tests, using 
a quad-core Mac Pro with 4GB of 
RAM, a 200-shot panorama (2.6GB) 
took three hours to process, but a 
440 shot test took over 10 hours! 

After you have your image ready, 
you then upload it to the GigaPan 
site (www.GigaPan.com) where you 
and others can view it and zoom in 
and out just like on Google Earth. In 
fact, the technology was developed 
with the help of Google and NASA. 

The uploading part can take as 
long as the processing. 

On the GigaPan site, people can 
zoom around the image and take 
snapshots which are then posted 
for others to see. 

I tested the GigaPan at the first 
day of this year’s Boxing Day Test 
at the MCG, while shooting the 


GigaPan Epic 

GigaPan Systems, 
www.gigapansystems.com 

Pros Simple to use; can be used 
with almost any compact camera; 
inexpensive 

Cons Cannot be used on a large/ 
professional DSLR 

RRP US$299 (about $320) + 
shipping; US$449 for the Epic 100 

MW 
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sleeve, I decided to start again 
(rather than backtrack a few frames). 

After resetting the GigaPan I tried 
to format the card so I wouldn’t have 
any unwanted images on it. With the 
pressure on and the clock rushing 
toward the lunch break, I fumbled 
with the camera mounted on the 
GigaPan to push the correct buttons. 
They weren’t responding, and in my 
panic, I pushed a few extra buttons. 
Finally, I got the card formatted and 
started the process. 

The GigaPan shot 200 pictures 
and finished with about 30 seconds 
to spare before lunch was declared. 

I disassembled the camera from the 
GigaPan and had a quick review of 
my images to make sure everything 
was okay. To my horror, I noticed 
that the first frame I looked at had 
a date stamp on it. In my fumbling 
of the buttons, I had inadvertently 
activated the date stamp, and 
every frame had a little yellow date 
imprinted on the lower right. The 
whole series was ruined! 

With no other choice, I waited 
until play resumed and restarted the 
GigaPan (without the damned date 
stamp turned on), and 20 minutes 


later I was running to the car with my 
SD card in my hand. 

Thankfully the GigaPan software 
has an option to process the image 
at 50 percent resolution, so I got 
things started with my laptop sitting 
on the passenger seat and sped off 
to my Mac Pro at home. 

The laptop (I hate to admit that 
it’s a company PC) processed the 
reduced-resolution image in just 
under an hour, which enabled me 
to transmit a file for the newspaper 
(it was still 950MB and had to be 
reduced in Photoshop) to get one 
deadline out of the way. 

The larger image took three hours 
to process and another three hours 
to send to the GigaPan site, which 
we were then able to embed on the 
Herald Sun website. The image can 
now be seen at http;//GigaPan.org/ 
GigaPans/39511 

I had a ball playing with the 
GigaPan. Everywhere I look now, I 
see applications for it. I expect to see 
lots of these really useful, affordable 
units around in the future, m. 


cricket for the Sunday Herald Sun. 

I used a Canon G11, which has a 
maximum zoom of 140mm. My brief 
was to capture as much of the crowd 
as possible and get it back to the 
newspaper in time for first edition. 

This presented two main 
problems for me. Firstly, the crowd 
didn’t really start to build up in 
earnest until mid-morning, and 
secondly I knew that the processing 
time would eat into my rapidly 
approaching deadline. 

The crowd was finally sufficient 
with about 20 minutes to go before 
the lunch break. I set up the field I 
wanted the GigaPan to track and set 
it in motion. 

About three minutes into the 
series, a couple of cricket fans on my 
left put their feet through the fence 
and started swinging them around 
just as the camera was pointed in 
their direction. This could potentially 
ruin the shot, so with time up my 


above. 

Infinite detail. 

Jay Town’s GigaPan 
image of the Boxing 
Day Test at the MCG 
can be zoomed into 
to reveal startling 
detail such as the 
action around the 
wicket (inset). See 
it at http://GigaPan. 
org/GigaPans/39511 


— Jay Town is a photographer on 
Melbourne’s Herald Sun. 
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Sony s giant-killer 

a850 DLSR puts Nikon and Canon on notice. 


H ere we have a camera that 
shows Sony is a stayer in the 
DSLR game, and is a signal to 
companies such as Canon and Nikon 
to be alarmed as they look over their 
shoulders. 

The Sony a850 has a full-frame 
sensor that captures 24.6 million 
pixels, delivered to the CMOS by a 
range of Carl Zeiss lenses, and could 
well give medium-format camera 
owners serious food for thought. After 
all, if you can pull an image with a 
maximum size of 6048 x 4032 pixels 
and a final print size of 51 x 34cm 
out of the ether you’re looking pretty 
schmick ... and let’s face it, we’re not 
talking tens of thousands of dollars. 

Substantial and a touch on the 
heavy side, the aluminium chassis and 
magnesium alloy body shell weighs 
just under 2kg, with battery, lens, card 
and strap fitted. The lens supplied with 
the review camera was a superb Carl 
Zeiss f2.8/24-79mm optic. 

Thankfully, the ergonomics and 
the speed grip account for a well- 
balanced camera. Weighty, but good 
in the hands. 

The A850 uses an internal 
stabiliser, a technical triumph given 
the size of the full-frame CMOS 
sensor. With this you have the 
potential to get up to four f-stops of 
anti-shake performance. The finder 
has a five-bar finder indicator showing 
the performance of the stabiliser, 
informing you of the camera’s stability. 
I was surprised at how often this 
indicator rang the danger bells. 

The nine-point AF system is 
augmented by 10 focus assist points 
to assist subject detection, improved 
out-of-focus detection to minimise 
focus hunting and a dedicated f2.8 
sensor for enhanced AF accuracy with 
wide-aperture lenses. 

The A850 can save images 
as RAW files, cRAW, JPEG and 


bundles of RAW+JPEG - as well as 
cRAW+JPEG. With cRAW capture, 
the a850 applies data compression to 
the file and saves 40 per cent of the file 
size; there is no image degradation. 

The Sony a850 has dual flash card 
slots, CompactFlash Type-1 /II and 
Memory Stick Duo cards. 

There are a few negatives: There’s 
no Live View, no built-in flash and no 
movie mode, and continuous shooting 

The ergonomics and 
the speed grip account 
for a well-balanced 
camera. Weighty, but 
good in the hands.” 


depends on a burst of 3fps. A RAW 
burst can run to 16 shots, while Extra 
Fine JPEG saves 34 shots. 

But the positives are many: The 
lens factor is 1:1, so a 25mm lens 
is a 25mm lens; shutter speeds run 
from 30 seconds to 1/8000 and Bulb, 
with flash sync at 1/250 or 1/200 
(SteadyShot activated/deactivated); 
both analogue AV and digital FIDMI 
outputs are built in. Exposure modes 



run from auto and Program AE to 
shutter and aperture priority, as well as 
manual operation. 

Metering options include multi¬ 
segment (40), centre-weighted and 
spot readings. 

ISO speeds run from 100 to 6400. 

In my tests I found that 1600 was 
useable, although with some noise 
evident. Flitting ISO 6400 indicated 
that, while a useable setting, you 
would have to choose subjects with 
no areas of one tone. 

As is the way with even the highest- 
end cameras, on the a850 there is a 
host of ‘creative style’ programs. Travel 
this route and you can twist an image 
to the vivid end, enhance portraits with 
some softening, enhance sunsets, 
autumn scenes, etc. 

Australian Macworld's buying 
advice. Aside from the colour accuracy 
of the a850, its absolute sharpness is 
undeniable. For the experienced and 
knowledgeable photographer this 
model should be on your wishlist. 

— BARRIE SMITH 


Sony 

Alpha 850 DSLR 

Sony, www.sony.com.au 

Pros Full frame capture; 1/8000 
sec maximum shutter speed 

Cons LCD screen does not swivel; 
no movie capture; iow burst 
shooting rate 

RRP Body, $3499; Cari Zeiss 
f2.8/24-79mm lens, $3299 
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Q unifying 


Logitech 

The one. 


Logitech Unifying receiver 


PLUG IT, FORGET IT, ADD TO IT. 




We’ve got a range of products that you 
can connect to a single, tiny receiver you 
can leave plugged into your notebook. 
Create the combo that works for you. 

We designed our Unifying receiver to give notebook users an easy, 
convenient, ciutter-free way to connect all of their compatible 
wireless mice and keyboards to their computer. 

Instead of juggling multiple receivers that can be lost, you can leave 
one Unifying receiver plugged in. Your compatible wireless mice and 
keyboard are ready for instant use — wherever and whenever you 
need them. 


Benefits are: 

• it can stay plugged into your notebook 

• You get a powerful, reliable connection thanks to Logitech® 
Advanced 2.4 GHz wireless 

• It lets you connect up to six compatible mice and keyboards to 
one receiver 

• Logitech Unifying software makes connecting an additional 
compatible mouse or keyboard really simple 

So go ahead and build your perfect combo. Keep a full-size mouse 
on your desk. Put a carry-around mouse in your briefcase. Hide a 
keyboard under the couch. With a Unifying receiver you can set them 
up once, and they’ll be ready whenever you need them. 


Compatible products are: Logitech® Anywhere Mouse M905, Logitech® Performance Mouse M950, Logitech® Marathon Mouse M705 and Logitech® Wireless Mouse M505, Logitech® Wireless Keyboard K340. 
Compatible products not shown include: Logitech® Wireless Keyboard K350, Logitech® Wireless Number Pad N305, Logitech® Notebook Kit MK605. 


See products with this logo Q unifying 


www.logitech.com 


Contact your local Apple Reseller for more information 


comp 
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compnow.com.au 

www.compnow.com.au 
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Seven most underused 
features in Mail 

Don’t overlook these useful email tricks. 


f you’re anything like me, you fall 
into certain habits when using 
programs such as Apple Mail - 
you get accustomed to using the 
same small set of core features 
all the time and tend to overlook 
capabilities that, while less obvious, 
are no less useful. 

Based on my own experience and 
my observations of several other Mail 
users. I’ve compiled a list of seven 
truly helpful features that often go 
unnoticed. 

These are applicable to both OS X 
10.5 (Leopard) and OS X 10.6 (Snow 
Leopard) versions of Mail. 

I The Photo Browser 

I can’t tell you how many times 
I’ve wanted to mail someone a photo 
and have then automatically fired up 
iPhoto to do it. (From here you can 
either drag the selected image into 
Mail or use iPhoto’s Share > Email 
command.) But there’s a quicker, 
easier way that lets you bypass iPhoto. 

In Mail, choose Window > Photo 
Browser. A floating window will appear 
instantly, showing the complete 
contents of your iPhoto library. Find 
the picture you want, drag it into a 
message window and you’re finished. 

Plain Text. 

This may be my bias, but I like 
to receive email in plain text so that I 
can decide what font, size, style, and 
colour the messages will use. I also 
like to extend that courtesy to others. 

Mail uses Rich Text by default for 
outgoing messages, but you can 
change this by choosing Mail > 
Preferences, clicking the Composing 
icon on the toolbar, and then choosing 



Plain Text from the Message Format 
menu. (To change the format for a 
single message, choose Format > 
Make Rich Text (or > Make Plain Text). 

To force incoming messages to 
display in plain text by default (which 
isn’t possible for all messages), you 
need to quit Mail, open Terminal (in 
/Applications/Utilities) and enter the 
following command: 

defaults write com.apple, 
mail 

PreferPlainText -bool 
TRUE. 

(To reverse this command, change 
TRUE to FALSE.) 

To switch to styled text (assuming 
the message was styled originally) 
when viewing a plain-text message, 
choose View > Message > Best 
Alternative. 
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When you’re curious to know what your 
email program is up to behind the scenes, 
choose Window > Activity to display a 
floating window showing each operation 
Mail is currently performing.” 


Multiple ‘From’ addresses. 

If an email account has more than 
one valid From address (for example, if 
you use jk@example.com as an alias 
to joekissell@example.com), you can 
configure Mail to let you use any of 
those addresses when sending a given 
message from that account. 

First, choose Mail > Preferences, 
click the Accounts icon on the toolbar, 
select your account, and click Account 
Information. Then, in the Email Address 


field, enter all the addresses you might 
use with that account, separated 
by commas. Close the Preferences 
window and click Save. 

Now, when you compose a new 
message, you can quickly choose 
any of those addresses from the From 
pop-up menu below the Subject field. 

Why would you want to use an 
email alias, or a modified email 
address? Some people use these to 
outwit spam. 
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4 Activity Window. 

Does Mail seem to take an 
awfully long time to check or send 
messages? When you’re curious to 
know what your email program is up 
to behind the scenes, choose Window 
> Activity (^-0) to display a floating 
window showing each operation Mail 
is currently performing. Better yet, you 
can also stop any given activity by 
clicking on its Stop icon. 

5 Connection Doctor. 

If you encounter problems 
sending or receiving mail, you don’t 
need to guess at the nature of the 
problem. Find out exactly what’s 
wrong by choosing Window > 
Connection Doctor. Mail will then 
check each of your incoming and 
outgoing account connections, and 
display a window with a plain-English 
description of any problems it found, 
usually with advice for fixing them. 


6 Send Again 

If you send a message to many 
people and later realise that you forgot 
to include someone. Don’t go to the 
trouble of opening the sent message, 
copying its contents, and then pasting 
the text into a new message. 

Instead, just select the message, 
choose Message > Send Again 
(§^-Shift-D), and replace the existing 
recipients with the new one(s). The 
subject and message contents remain 
the same as before, although you can 
edit them if you like. 

7 Remove attachments. 

Attachments can chew up a 
lot of disk space. Locate one or 
more messages with attachments 
and choose Message > Remove 
Attachments. Behind the scenes. Mail 
duplicates the message (omitting 
attachments) and deletes the original. 
— JOE KISSELL 




O filter GMAIL MESSAGES 

Google’s Gmail (gmail.com) email service offers a basic but 
highly useful filtering system. Filters can, for example, apply a 
label to all messages with a certain word in the subject, or from 
a certain sender; they can also archive messages (clearing 
them out of your Inbox), mark them as read, and take other 
actions. 

Although these filters aren’t as powerful as the rules featured 
in desktop email programs, they have the advantage of being 
able to pre-sort your mail even when you’re checking your 
messages in a web browser or on an iPhone. 

To make a filter, click the ‘Create A Filter’ link near the top of the 
Gmail window. Enter search terms in one or more of the fields 
shown. To limit matches to messages with attachments, select 
the Has Attachment checkbox. 

Click on Next Step, and then select one or more checkboxes 
representing the action to take when a message matches. After 
making your selections, click Create Filter. 

The criteria you specify can be more elaborate than simple 
words, phrases or addresses. For example, you can use 
Boolean operators. To match a message from any one of three 
people, enter something like this in the From field: (ann@ 
example.com OR bob(g)example.com OR cal@example.com). 

Or, to search for a whole phrase rather than any message 
containing all the individual words in the phrase, put your 
search terms in quotation marks. 
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I’ve been jiggering round with Pages, and getting 
tired of telling it that ‘realised’ is OK without the 
zed, when I realised that I’d just forgotten to 
change the dictionary to Australian English. 

For a bit of revision, in Pages, open the 
Inspector, and under the Text menu select 
‘Australian English’ and all's well. 

Then I got to thinking there must be a way to 
make that the default setting, and after a bit of 
poking round (in Leopard) here it is: 

Open System Preferences > International. 
Under the Input menu we’ve all selected 
‘Australian’, right? Well don’t just stop there. Go 
to the ‘Languages’ menu and unless you live in 
Japan you’ve probably got English as the default 
first language. Well that’s OK, but if you click on 
the ‘Edit List’ button, you’ll see what one could be 
excused for thinking is a duplicate list to the one 
already visible. . ■ 

Here’s the trick: Scroll down a bit. Well scroll 
down till you run out of boxes that are ticked 
actually, and you’ll find a box marked 'Australian 
English’. Tick it and check that it's now on the top 
of the Languages list. 

Voila! Australian English is now your default 
dictionary! 

bitingmidge, via AMW Forums 



Each month, Liquid Digital gives an aGent V5 webcam 
valued at $119.95 to the Australian Macworld reader 
who submits (via email or the Australian Macworld 
website) the best and most useful tip. Preference 
will be given to undocumented tips but it is not an 
exclusive condition. 

The sleek, sophisticated aGent V5 webcam from 
Liquid Digital Is compatible with all Macs (OS 10.4+) 
and features full-HD 1920 x 1080 
2-megapixel quality, a five-layer 
I German quality glass lens, 

ultra-light, low-light sensor and 
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Accelerated Video. Use the Speed slider to increase the pace of your iMovie clips. 


SPEED UP IMOVIE CLIPS 
^ While filming Weeds last 
■ year (where I play Dean 
Modes), I borrowed a Flip 
pocket camcorder to record 
my make-up transformation. 

I wanted to edit it and then 
speed it up, but I have no 
idea how to do it. 

Andy Milder 

Plug your Flip camcorder into your 
Mac. By default iPhoto will launch and 
the Flip camcorder will be selected. 
Select the clip you want to import and 
click the Import Selected button to 
copy the clip into iPhoto. 

Now launch iMovie 09. In the 
Event Library area, select iPhoto 
Videos. Your Flip clip should appear 
in the iPhoto Videos section at the 
bottom of the window. Select the 
clip and drag it into the Project 
pane. 

Double-click the clip in the 
Project pane and, in the Clip tab of 
the Inspector window that appears, 
click the Convert Entire Clip button. 
(You have to do this before you’ll be 
allowed to adjust the speed of a Flip 
camcorder’s clips.) 

When iMovie finishes converting 
your clip, the Inspector will show a 
speed-control slider in the Clip tab. 
You can drag the slider as high as 800 
percent. 


Although you can make the clip even 
faster by entering a higher value in 
the Speed field (to the right of the 
slider), entering a value other than 
one of those presets can cause the 
movie’s audio to disappear when you 
export it. 

Optionally, you can tell iMovie 
how long you’d like the clip to play 
by entering a value in the Duration 
field below the Speed field - 2:00, for 
example, if you’d like the clip to last 
two minutes. 

— CHRISTOPHER BREEN 

EASILY ADDING EMAIL 
ADDRESSES 

O If I receive an email 
■ message with lots of 
recipients, can I add all of 
them to Address Book at 
once? 

Frank Wu 

Not with the tools included in Mail. 
However, a solution is just a download 
away. That download is Andreas 
Amann’s Mail Scripts 2.10 (payment 
requested), which you can get from 
homepage.mac.com/aamann/Mail_ 
Scripts.html. 

As its name hints, this is a 
collection of AppleScripts that perform 
wondrous feats with Apple’s Mail and 
Address Book applications. 


www.macworlcl.com.au 















The script you’re looking for is named 
Add Addresses. Run it and you’ll be 
offered the option to add to Address 
Book any and all of the addresses 
found in the From, To, Co, and 
Reply-To fields of selected messages. 

While we’re on the subject, 
allow me to point out that this tool 
illustrates why it’s a very poor idea 
to create messages with loads of 
recipients in the To and Cc fields. 

Do so, and someone receiving your 
message could easily use a tool such 
as this to harvest those addresses 
and use them for evil purposes. It’s 
far better to add addresses to the 
Bcc field, then fill the To field with 
your own address. 

— CHRISTOPHER BREEN 

CACHING iPOD TOUCH 
DRIVING DIRECTIONS 

^ What is the best way 
■ to download driving 
directions onto an iPod 
touch? It seems so last 
century to print out 
directions. Google Maps 
remembers the most 
recent set of directions 
you searched for via Wi-Fi, 
but saves them only in list 
view. And without a Wi-Fi 
connection, Maps can’t 
accept directions containing 
multiple stops, reverse the 
route, or be redirected. 
Stephen Good 

I’m afraid you’re mistaken about Maps 
maintaining directions only in list view 
after it’s lost a Wi-Fi connection. You 
can cache all of Maps’ views, but 
there’s a trick to it. 

Before venturing out into the world 
and while still connected to Wi-Fi, 
perform your Maps search. Now tap 
the dog-ear icon in the bottom right of 
the display, and tap Satellite to load 
that view. Tap the dog-ear icon again, 
tap Flybrid so that view loads. Tap the 
dog-ear icon one more time and tap 
Map to ensure that view is cached as 
well. Now skedaddle. When you return 


to Maps while on the road, it may 
appear that your directions weren’t 
saved. But they were. 

If the Map view doesn’t appear, 
tap the Start button in the upper-right 
corner. This should provide you with 
the first leg of your journey. Tap the 
left-pointing arrow at the upper right of 
this screen, and the Map view should 
load - this time with a map actually 
on it. If you tap the dog-ear icon, you 
should be able to load the Satellite, 
Flybrid, and list views as well. 

You’re correct that the reverse- 
directions feature doesn’t work. You’re 
stuck with exactly what was saved 
when you last used Maps when 
connected to Wi-Fi. So, what to do? 

Put the iPod’s screen-capture 
feature to good use. 

While connected to Wi-Fi, 
map out your reverse journey and 
simultaneously press the Flome 
and SleepA/Vake buttons to take 
screenshots of any important steps 
in your journey. When you’re ready 
for your return trip, call up those 
directions within the Photos app. 

— CHRISTOPHER BREEN 


Saved route. Call up all of Maps’ views to 
cache them before your journey. 
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MACWORLD Help 


STM query of the month: 

THE BELLS! THE BELLS! 

I am very happy with my Apple computer. 

It works well, and it’s intuitive in navigation 
through it in my day-to-day use. However, one 
inbuilt feature of my computer is a distinctive 
chime sound on booting up - a chime that is 
not responding to my attempts to control it. 

I tried to reduce the sound volume output in 
Sound, in my System Preferences. On my next 
login I was greeted with the same loud chime. 
My attempts to mute it altogether through the 
System Preferences also were in vain. 

I even plugged external earphones into my 
computer. My internal speaker responded 
accordingly while I was running my computer, 
but the booting chime ignored the plugged in 
earphones and chirpily greeted me. 

Please help me to control It. 

Liz, via email 

Dave Bullard replies: You know, Liz, I never notice the 
startup chime. It’s funny how some things affect different 
people! The good news is, there’s a simple way for you 
to gain control. Go to www5e.biglobe.ne.jp/~arcana/ 
index.en.html and download Arcana Research’s 
StartupSound.prefPane. It’s compatible with Snow 
Leopard, and is freeware. Installing the software adds a 
■'Startup Sound’ prefs pane to your System Preferences. 
Using simple controls, it lets you adjust the startup 
chimes’ volume, or even mute it. 1 tried it on my MacBook 
Pro, and it worked at the second attempt. 

Readers might be interested to know that the chime used 
since 1997 is a G flat/F sharp major chord. According to 
Wikipedia, it was created by pitch-shifting the previous 
chime, which was itself a C major chord created in 1991 
by Apple programmer Jim Reekes (who created many 
other Mac sounds, including Sosumi). The first Power 
Macintoshes had the same C major chord, but strummed 
on a 12-string guitar by jazz guitarist Stanley Jordan. 

Each month STM (02 8338 0222) gives a Remedy 
shoulder bag worth $99.95 to the Australian 
Macworld reader who send in or posts to the 
forum the most intriguing query. STM’s 
Remedy bag is a slim, light shoulder 
model that provides heavy-duty laptop 
protection. Send your query to 
macworldeditor@niche.com.au or post ^ 


MOVE FINDER ITEMS MORE 
EFFICIENTLY 

O In the Finder, what is the 
■ easiest way to move a file 
from one location to another? 
My method is to drag the file 
to the desktop, navigate to the 
new location, and then drag 
the file from the desktop Into 
the new location. This seems 
unnecessarily laborious. 

Henry Francis 

Allow me to offer a few options that 
are built into OS X. 

Spring-loaded folders. Click and 
drag the item you want to move to 
the volume or folder that contains the 
eventual destination. Hover the item 
over this volume or folder and that 
volume or folder will open. Drag it to 
the next folder and hover until that 
folder opens. Repeat until you drill 
down to the destination folder and 
then let go of the mouse button. The 
item will drop into that folder. 
Spring-loaded Dock and sidebar 
items. Volumes or folders in the Dock 
work the same way. Place often-used 
destinations in the Dock and sidebar, 
drag your item on top of one of these 
volumes or folders, and, again, burrow 
down to the destination you desire. 
Aliases. If you routinely move files 
to the same locations, create aliases 
for those locations (select them and 
choose File > Make Alias) and then 
place the aliases on the desktop. 





in the forums at www.macworld.com.au/ 
forums. All queries and solutions are the 
sole property of Niche Media. 



Copy and go. Select the item and 
press ^-C to copy it. Press S€-Shift-G 
while in the Finder, and a Go To 
The Folder sheet will appear in the 
frontmost window. 

Enter the path to the folder you want 
to open (~/Music/iTunes, for example) 
click OK, and the folder will open, 
ready for you to move the item to it. 

Use Recent Folders. Copy the item, 
and from that same Go menu in the 
Finder you’ll see a Recent Folders 
entry. Select it with the hope that the 
folder you want to move files to is 
listed among the 10 folders you’ve 
used most recently. 

— CHRISTOPHER BREEN 

EXPLAINING IPHOTO 
LIBRARY SIZES 
O Why does iPhoto show 
■ that Its library is 7.2GB, 
but, in the Finder, my iPhoto 
library is 20.91GB? 

Will Carter 

If you Control-click (or right-click) 
on your iPhoto library file (inside the 
Pictures folder in your user folder) 
and choose Show Package Contents, 
you’ll find many items that aren’t 
counted within the iPhoto application 
but that consume quite a bit of space. 

For example, my 98GB iPhoto 
library contains an iPod Photo Cache 
folder of just over 20GB. A Modified 
folder houses 15.4GB of data. And the 
Criginals folder holds over 59GB. 

The least necessary of these is the 
iPod Photo Cache. When you sync 
photos to an iPod or iPhone, iTunes 
creates this folder and places in it the 
synced, scaled images. If you sync a 
lot of photos, over time this folder is 
going to get mighty bulky. If you toss it 
out, iTunes will recreate it. 

In my case, that 20GB iPod Photo 
Cache folder had a lot of images in it 
that I had no desire to ever place on 
an iPod or iPhone again. To reclaim 
that 20GB and start fresh, I did as 
I suggest you do - I gave it the 
heave-ho. 

— CHRISTOPHER BREEN 
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iTunes service. Copy or move files to the Automatically Add To iTunes folder by 
creating a service and giving it a keyboard shortcut. 


TIP: QUICKLY ADD ITUNES MEDIA 
USING SERVICES 

iTunes 9’s new Automatically Add to iTunes folder makes it easy to 
add media to your iTunes library: Anything you put in that folder (such 
as downloaded Mp3 files) Is (as the name implies) automatically 
added to your ITunes library, but you can make that process even 
easier with Snow Leopard’s Services. 

Open Automator (in the /Applications folder), and select the Service 
template. At the top of the pane on the right, set the first Service Re¬ 
ceives Selected drop-down menu to Files Or Folders and the second 
to Finder. (That way, your service will work only in the Finder and only 
when you have files or folders selected.) 

Next, select Files & Folders in the Actions library in the leftmost pane 
and drag either Copy Finder Items or Move Finder Items to the pane 
on the right. (Your choice obviously depends on whether or not you 
want to leave a copy of the original files where they are.) 

In the Move Or Copy action, click the To drop-down menu and select 
Other from the list. When the file dialogue box appears, navigate 
into your iTunes Music folder, select the Automatically Add To iTunes 
folder, and click Choose. Save your service (File > Save), giving it a 
short, simple name (which will appear In the Services menu), such as 
‘Add to iTunes’. 

Finally, open the Keyboard system preference and click on Keyboard 
Shortcuts. In the column on the left, select Services and then scroll 
down to the Files And Folders section in the right column. Find your 
newly created service, click In the empty space to the right of its 
name, and assign it a keyboard shortcut. 

Services are worth exploring further, as Snow Leopard has given 
end-users complete control over what appears in the Services menu. 
That’s because the Keyboard Shortcuts tab of the Keyboard System 
Preferences panel now has a Services section. There, you’ll see a 
list of every service installed on your Mac, along with checkboxes to 
enable those you want and disable those you don’t, plus an option to 
assign them keyboard shortcuts. ■— ROB GRIFFITHS 
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Lab Test MACWORLD 


PLAYERS AND 
DOCKERS 

There are literally thousands of speaker systems out there that will play the 
music from your Mac, iPod or iPhone - and isolating the right one from the 
herd can be tricky. DAVE BULLARD looks at six mid-to-high-end models. 


W hen the iPod first came 

out there were a handful of 
companies who saw the 
opportunities it presented in terms 
of speaker systems. Over the years 
others saw their success, so we saw 
more and more iPod docking units 
coming onto the market - and now 
they’ve reached plague proportions. 

Notably absent for many years 
were companies like Sony and Philips 
- those who made their own MP3 
players and wouldn’t cannibalise their 
own product lines by making speaker 
systems for someone else’s players. 
But they’ve all since come to the 
Apple party. If you can’t beat them ... 

Also resisting were the purveyors 
of high-end audio; LP-lovers who were 
still coming to grips with the lack of 
audio information on a CD and who 
couldn’t abide the even worse lossy 
compression of MP3 and AAC file 
formats. 

The rise of lossless compression 
and uncompressed digital audio 
convinced many high-end companies 
to join in. That, and the fact that it’s a 
wonderful way to introduce the wider 
population to the joys of audiophile- 
quality sound. 

Which brings us to the selection 
of products in this month’s Lab Test. 
The cheapest is $400 and the dearest 


$800, which puts them in the mid-to- 
high bracket. 

The sound that all of them produce 
is very good, but the quality still 
varies widely. The best of the lot is the 
GenevaSound Model S, a little gem of 
a product designed in Switzerland. 

The Model S is an audiophile’s 
iPod/iPhone speaker system - an 
excellent introduction to the world of 
high-end sound. It sounds wonderful 
for its size, it looks great, it’s built 
very well from the best materials 
... and at $600 it’s not the most 
expensive here. 


Many of you might be put off by the 
word ‘audiophile’, but it’s really just 
about appreciating good sound. Think 
of an old TV showing a snowy VMS 
movie, then think of a modern LCD 
panel showing a Full-HD Blu-ray one. 
Once you’ve seen the latter you really 
don’t want to go back, and it’s the 
same with audio. 

When people buying a TV ask 
for my advice, I tell them to do 
their homework by reading all the 


reviews they can, but then to go and 
‘audition’ the TVs. If the gurus have 
recommended one but you don’t like it, 
don’t buy it. If one is rated so-so but it 
really appeals to you, go for it - you’re 
the one who’ll be living with it - but 
bear in mind that the reviewers try most 
of the models on the market and may 
well know something you don’t. 

Again, it’s the same with audio. 

The first rule when buying an iPod 
speaker system is: Not all are born 
equal. Don’t look at the ones here and 
think, “I can get one just as good for 
$150.” You can’t. 


The second rule is: Never buy a 
system without listening to it first, and 
deciding if the sound suits your ear. If 
the shop or sales person won’t let you 
listen to it, walk out. They obviously 
don’t care about you as a customer. 

So here are six speaker systems: 
three of the ‘ordinary’ ones with iPod 
or iPhone docks, one that streams 
music wirelessly from your iPod or 
iPhone, and two that stream the tunes 
from your Mac. 


The first rule when buying an 
iPod speaker system is: Not all are 
bom equal.” 




Outstanding 




Very good 




Good 




Flawed 




Unacceptable 
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Ravon i332 


Well, this was a surprise. Sub-$400 iPod speaker 
systems are generally in the ‘good’ bracket, but this 
offering from Hong Kong’s Ravon Audio sits squarely in 
the ‘Very Good’ one. 

The i332 is a stylish unit about the size of a home- 
theatre component, made of wood with a piano-black 
finish. A chrome-framed black metal grille at the front 
hides the two 2.Sin full-range drivers and two 1 in tweeters. 

On top is a standard iPod dock with Power and 
Volume buttons, and firing downward is a 4in woofer. A 
single blue light on the front shows the power is on. 

The i332 delivers a full and detailed sound, with the 
subwoofer providing that extra oomph for those who 
prefer a bit more bass. It’s nicely balanced at low to mid¬ 
levels, but crank it up and a bit of harshness creeps in. 

There are RCA left/right inputs on the rear so you 
can use the speakers with other audio devices, plus an 
S-Video out for playing your iPod movies on a television. 
The latter didn’t work well in our tests, throwing out an 
over-saturated and grainy image that we were unable to 
correct. 

It comes with a decent remote control. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. It can’t match 
the Geneva, Bose or Sonos in the audio stakes, but at 
the recommended price of $399, the i332 is a best-buy. 
It’s very well made, looks good and punches above its 
price point when it comes to sound. 

Audion Innovision, www.audion-mm.com 
Pros Great sound for the price 
Cons S-Video output 
RRP $399 



Bose SoundLink 

The Bose SoundLink stands out from the pack for its 
sheer usefulness, though it’s really just a wireless monitor 
speaker that will play any sounds that would normally 
come out of your Mac’s speakers. 

It’s super-easy to set up, which is always a blessing 
when you’re dealing with wireless devices: Turn it on and 
press the Wireless Source button on the remote. Then 
flip up the aerial on the USB key and plug it into your 
Mac. The two connect using Bluetooth, and you’re away. 
Setup takes about five seconds, though the first time you 
might have to go into System Preferences and specify 
the Bose in the Sound > Output pane. 

Control is limited to Volume, Play/Pause and Skip 
Forward/Back, so if you’re using the Bose away from 
your Mac you’re limited in your choices - unlike the 
Sonos, which uses an iPod touch or iPhone. 

The SoundLink has a pleasing, neutral sound with 
enough bass to satisfy most users. Though it’s a little thin 
overall when compared to the Geneva it still delivers a 
better sound than most of its peers. 

A fairly hefty battery pack attaches to the back of the 
unit for taking into the garden or next to the pool. Bose 
specifies a wireless range of 18m, but I got to 35m, 
thorough two brick walls and up the garden. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. This is an 
elegant but expensive speaker system, balancing very 
good sound with portability and minimal fuss. 

Bose, www.bose.com.au 

Pros Easy setup; better-than-average sound 

Cons Price 

RRP $799 
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Yamaha PDX-50 

The Yamaha PDX-50 is similar to the Bose SoundLink, 
but instead of playing music from your Mac it streams 
music directly from your iPod or iPhone. It does this via a 
transmitter which plugs into the dock socket of your iPod/ 
iPhone and uses Yamaha’s own AirWired technology. 

AirWired is said to have a range of 30m, and I got 
25m with a clear line of sight outside. In the house, 
however, all it could manage was about 8m, and the 
signal tended to drop out with movement. 

When it comes to sound, the PDX-50 is a good 
performer - delivering what it should at the $500 mark. 
Music is well modulated and pleasant to listen to, though it 
does lack the detail and depth of others in this Lab Test. 

It performs equally well across all genres, but won’t 
take being pushed too loud. 

So far, so good ... but the PDX-50 falls down when it 
comes to build quality. The plastics used by Yamaha feel 
cheap, and there’s a feeling that the components could 
have been better designed. 

The speaker box itself looks fine, and comes in four 
colours (black, blue, grey and pink). There’s no remote 
since you’re using your iPod or iPhone to directly control 
the music. Controls on the speaker unit itself are limited 
to Volume Up/Down. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. The PDX-50 is 
a nice unit with pleasing sound, but is let down by build 
quality that doesn’t match its $500 price. 

Yamaha, www.yamahamusic.com.au 
Pros Easy to listen to; controlled directly from iPod/iPhone 
Cons Very average build quality; limited wireless range 
RRP $499 _ 

mi 



GenevaSound Model S 

In January I reviewed the GenevaSound Model L, and 
gave it five mice out of five. This Model S is its far smaller 
brother and is even more impressive for its size. While 
it can’t match the power of the rest of the family, it’s not 
far off the mark when it comes to finesse, musicality 
and tonal balance. You would swear the sound was 
impossible to produce from a unit not too much bigger 
than a box of tissues. 

The S has a lacquered finish in red, white or black, 
with a front metal grille hiding a discreet LED display. It 
sits on four vibration-damping feet or, if you prefer, on a 
small supplied pedestal. 

On top there are TouchLight controls - touch- 
sensitive areas which glow gently then light up fully when 
touched. These cover Mode, Menu, Play/Pause and 
Skip functions. The power button is just a fingertip-sized 
depression. Nice. A remote control is also in the box. 

Another great feature is the motorised dock. It opens 
when the mode is switched from tuner to iPod, and 
closes when the iPod is removed. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. Swiss 
company Geneva Labs has really hit the bullseye here. 

If you appreciate your music and want an iPod speaker 
system with alarm clock and radio, this is the one you 
want. In fact, even if you don’t want the radio and alarm, 
it’s still a top choice for smaller rooms. It’s such a perfect 
little unit that I can recommend it on every count. 

Audio Dynamics, www.genevalab.com.au 
Pros Audiophile sound; great looks and build quality 
Cons None 
RRP $599 
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B&W Zeppelin Mini 

Bowers & Wilkins’ $1000 Zeppelin is a stunning piece of 
kit, not least due to the cigar-shaped design that gives it 
its name. So when B&W announced its smaller brother, 
the $600 Mini, expectations ran high. 

I must admit I was a bit disappointed to find it was 
merely an oval-shaped black speaker unit with a polished 
silver top panel angled to mimic the Zeppelin shape 
when viewed from the front. I’m assuming that using the 
cigar shape in a small form compromised the sound 
that is so important to B&W’s reputation for making 
audiophile-quality loudspeakers. 

Still, when not compared to the Zeppelin, the Mini is 
still a lovely looking unit. And yes, the sound is very good. 

In terms of the systems reviewed here, the Geneva still 
comes out in front, but the B&W comes in a good second. 

It’s very easy to listen to, delivering a very neutral 
sound with a fair amount of detail... it doesn’t have the 
Zeppelin’s sound but it is, after all, $400 cheaper. 

Controls on the speaker unit are restricted to Power 
and Volume Up/Down, but there’s a lovely, small pebble¬ 
shaped remote that adds Skip, Play/Pause and Input 
buttons to the mix. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. I still think B&W 
could have made this more Zeppelin-like to conform with 
the bigger unit, but that aside it’s lovely to look at and to 
listen to. Be warned, though, that it’s not compatible with 
all iPods. It wouldn’t recognise an iPod Video 5G. 

Convoy International, www.ehifi.com.au 
Pros Very well made; lovely sound 
Cons Not really a Zeppelin 

RRP $599.95 _ 

m'i, 



Sonos ZonePlayer S5 

The Sonos ZonePlayer S5 is the most technically 
complicated of the units in this Lab Test, but also one of 
the most satisfying. Like the Bose SoundLink, it streams 
music from your Mac. Unlike the Bose, though, it can be 
controlled via an app for your iPhone or iPod touch. 

The S5 - a nice-looking white plastic unit with a silver 
metal grille - can be hooked up to your Mac via Ethernet 
or, more elegantly, via a wireless network created by 
hooking up a $179 ZoneBridge to your router. You can 
also use an Ethernet-wired S5 as a base station. 

The first steps are to plug a ZoneBridge or ZonePlayer 
into your router, place any other ZonePlayers around your 
house or office, then install the Sonos Desktop Controller 
software on your Mac and pair the units. 

The ZonePlayers can be controlled from this software 
or from a Sonos Controller, but the real attraction here is 
the Sonos Controller for iPod app. 

The S5s worked really well, with the iPhone controls 
wowing everyone who used them. The sound was 
beautiful for an all-in-one unit - rich, full of life and detail. 

It must be said that the units didn’t always pair via 
the wireless network, and I spent some time trying to 
troubleshoot one of the units sent for review. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. A highly 
recommended system. The sound, while excellent, isn’t 
as good as the $100-cheaper Geneva ... but everyone 
loved being able to control it via the iPhone. 

Playback Systems, www.playback.com.au 
Pros Excellent sound; iPhone control 
Cons Wireless setup can be frustrating 


RRP $699 



072 yl/WIV March 2010 


www.macworld.com.au 

















GENEVA 

The worid’s best iPod docks just got smaller. 


From the inventors of high fidelity for iPod comes the 
Geneva S sound system - bringing great sound, style and 
simplicity to the bedroom, kitchen, office and more. 
Geneva S is uniquely designed to function as an entire 
sound system in a single box. Not just an iPod dock but 
a powerful stereo speaker system, FM 
radio and alarm clock as well. 


Simplicity, Style, Performance. Nothing like it. 

Geneva S features the new PowerDock motorised connector that stylishly conceals 
the dock inside the cabinet when not in use. TouchUght controls allow for full iPod 
operation and are invisible until a hand reaches for the cabinet. From an elegant, 
glossy, slender profile cabinet you get all the sound without the wires and switches. 

Wake each morning to your iPod and simplify your music with the Geneva S. 

Hear the full capability of your iPod/iPhone with the ultimate in iPod music systems. 

For your nearest dealer please contact us. Ph. (03) 9882 0372 www.genevalab.com.au 
Distributed in Australia by Audio Dynamics Pty. Ltd. 
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Epson PictureMate 
PM235 

Epson, www.epson.com.au 

Pros Small; well-made; pleasing results 

Cons No battery; over-saturated colours 

RRP $199; PicturePack with 150 sheets of paper 
and photo cartridge, $48.99 


Photos on the go 

W e’ve seen a few small portable printers 
appear over the past few years, and the 
latest one to hit our desks is the PictureMate 
PM235 from Epson. 

A white cube about the size of a six-pack, it’s an 
inkjet model with a clever design. The top flips up to 
become the back of the paper feeder (it takes 10x15cm, 
photo paper), and reveals a flip-up 2.5ln LCD screen 
and a row of control buttons. A front panel opens to 
become the paper output tray, and also uncovers 
two memory card slots. On the back is a slot for the 
compact four-colour ink cartridge, and a simple handle 
completes the package. 

The PM235 has a very easy initial setup process, 
then an onscreen guide takes you through the printing 
process. PictBridge printing direct to the printer is a 
breeze. I tried it with a Nikon D60 DSLR hooked up via 
USB, and a few quick on-camera settings were all it 
took to shoot out a high-quality print. 

My main tests involved hooking the PM235 up to an 
iMac via USB, printing a number of test shots printed 
from iPhoto, Photoshop and Epson’s own Easy Photo 
Print software, and comparing them to the same shots 
printed out on Canon and HP photo printers. 

In all cases the Epson prints were darker and had 
more saturated colours, and consequently suffered 
from a little loss of detail in the shadows. But overall the 
results were pleasing and very sharp. 

Australian Macworld’s buying advice. Business 
people on the road, unit-dwellers with a lack of space, 
party organisers ... it’s not a huge market, but the 
PM235 would have its uses in some circumstances, 

— DAVE BULLARD 


Light on performance 

Palm-size projector is limited in usefulness. 


D ell’s tiny M109S is a palm-size 
LED projector that weighs just 
360g, making it a snap to take 
on the road. The downside is that Dell 
had to sacrifice some features in order 
to achieve the M109S’s light design. 

It has a low native resolution of 
858-by-600 pixels, which means you 
have to turn down the resolution on 
your Mac and you won’t get the best 
image sharpness and clarity when 
making presentations. Also, a low 
brightness rating of only 50 lumens 
means it is best suited for very small 
groups in dark or dimly lit rooms. 

The projector has a small, fixed 
lens (no optical zoom) with a limited 
range of focus. It provides only two 
input options, VGA (you’ll need a 
DVI-to-VGA or Mini DisplayPort-to-VGA 
adapter) and composite video, but 
no audio or USB port, and it lacks a 
remote control and a built-in speaker. 

On the other hand, the M109S 
consumes less power, runs cooler, 
and is quieter than a traditional lamp- 
based projector, and the 10,000-hour 
lifetime for its LED light source is 
much longer than the 3000-hour 
lifetime for many conventional lamps. 

In image-quality tests the M109S 
was fair. Its lack of brightness and low 
contrast made discerning the content 


in some screens difficult, and its 
rendering of small type wasn’t sharp. 

The M109S’s motion tests were 
also lacklustre. Some colours, such 
as yellow, looked washed out in an 
animated PowerPoint presentation, 
and we saw a lack of details in dark 
areas when viewing scenes from DVD 
movies. 

Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. All in all, it’s difficult to 
recommend Dell’s M109S when not 
many more dollars will buy you a 
slightly larger LED projector that’s 
twice as bright, provides better image 
quality, and has more, 

— RICHARD JANTZ 


DellM109S 

Dell, WWW, dell.com.au 

Pros Highly mobile and weighs 
just 360g 

Cons Very low brightness; bare 
bones feature set 

RRP $599 
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Kinda like the Kindle 

Amazon’s e-book reader is addictive 


A mazon’s Kindle, with its 
6in display and built-in 3G 
wireless is the leader in the 
burgeoning market for e-readers 
- hardware designed for the sole 
purpose of reading books that are 
delivered in electronic formats. 

Amazon has applied its expertise 
at online shopping and distribution to 
the entire Kindle lifecycle. From hitting 
the ‘Buy’ button at their website, we 
had the Kindle in hand and ready to 
use in four working days - and it had 
our Amazon account details entered 
so that we could start buying books 
straight out of the box. 

Buying a book was dead simple. 
You just browse the Australian 
catalogue of Kindle books at Amazon, 
choose a book and pay for it. Using 
Amazon’s Whispernet service, the 
book arrived on the Kindle in about 
a minute or so. The 3G connection is 
built into the Kindle and the data cost 
is built into the book price so there’s 
no need to sort out a contract with a 
carrier. Purchases can be made either 
on the Kindle or at Amazon’s website. 

The Kindle’s E Ink display is not 
backlit and is capable of displaying 
text and images in four levels of grey 
at a resolution of 600 x 800. We were 
able to read in the same lighting 
conditions as a traditional book and 
the display is very gentle on the eyes. 

As well as being able to store up 
to 1500 books bought from Amazon’s 
store, PDF and text files can copied to 
the Kindle and read. Word documents 
in doc, docx and rtf formats can’t be 
read by the Kindle. 

We found that after a few minutes 
of reading that we really didn’t miss 
the feeling of holding a paperback. 
The font size can be easily changed 
but we’d also have liked to be able 
to adjust the line spacing. Books 
could be marked up with comments 
and highlights, although we found 


the keyboard buttons were small and 
quite stiff to push. 

For convenience, Amazon ships 
the Kindle with your credit card details 
preloaded from your Amazon account 
but there’s no way for the Kindle to be 
password locked. Although potential 
thieves won’t have your full credit card 
details - the Kindle only displays the 
last three digits and expiry date - it’s a 
little concerning. 

Most book prices varied from $2 
to $10. We found that the books in the 
Twilight series were priced at around $6 
to $7 and older works were as cheap 
as $2. Classical works by Dickens, 
Shakespeare and Bronte were 
extremely cheap, with their collected 
works costing about $3 each. 

Flowever, many books weren’t 
available to Australian Kindle users at 
all because of restrictive distribution 
deals. For example, even local 


bestseller Tara Moss only had two 
books available to Aussies. 

With only occasional connections 
to our Mac for charging - there’s no 
AC adaptor with the Australian Kindle 

- we were able to keep going for a 
couple of days at a time, reading for 
about three hours each day. If we 
turned off the wireless comms, battery 
life jumped to several days. 

Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. Weighing in at less than 300g, 
as thin as a pencil and about A5 size, 
the Kindle is a surprisingly compelling 
device. To be honest, we weren’t 
expecting to become so attached to 
the Kindle but it really captured us. We 
found ourselves reading more and the 
sheer convenience of the Kindle has 
made it part of our travelling kit. 

— ANTHONY CARUANA 





We found that after a 
few minutes of reading 
that we really didn’t 
miss the feeling of 
holding a paperback.” 


Kindle 

Amazon, www.amazon.com 
Pros Clear screen; easy to use 


Cons Limited Australian catalogue 


RRP US$259 (about $280) + 
shipping. (Bigger Kindle DX is 
US$489) 
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Perfect marriage 

Pioneer lets you meld your car and iPhone. 


T his amazing touchscreen in-car 
entertainment and navigation 
system from Pioneer lets your 
car perform a Vulcan mindmeld with 
your iPhone. 

The AVIC-F1OBT - the bigger 
brother to the F310BT reviewed in 
AMW last October - is blessed with 
a 7in touchscreen that fits into a 
double-DIN car radio slot. Flook up 
your iPhone or iPod to the cable in 
the glovebox (or wherever you want 
to put it) and, as your device charges, 
you’ve got complete access to your 
music and video library. You can’t 
watch video on the screen when the 
handbrake is off, but you can run it to 
an optional second screen in the back 
seat. You can even listen to music in 
the front while the video soundtrack 
plays at the rear. 

All is not lost if you don’t own an 
iPhone/iPod. The F10BT includes 
AM/FM/CD/DVD playback along with 
file playback from disc, USB, SD 
card and Bluetooth (including A2DP 
stereo). Supported formats include 
MP3, WMA, AAC and MPEG1/2/4 files 
including DivX and FI.264. You can 
also connect an optional reversing 
camera. 

The Parrot Bluetooth interface 
makes the F10BT a hands-free 
car kit, complete with caller ID and 
access to your iPhone address book. 
Unfortunately, the onscreen answer/ 
end call buttons are far too small and 
it’s probably safer to set the F10BT to 
auto-answer calls after a few seconds. 

The icing on the cake is built-in 
satnav offering SUNA traffic alerts and 
the ability to read street names aloud. 
It relies on Whereis Maps with the 
option to tap-to-dial Points of Interest. 

The map and directions are large 
and clear, but it tends to withhold 
instructions until 300m before the next 
intersection. It also lacks predictive 
text to narrow down searches and 


Pioneer 
AVIC-F1 OBT 

Pioneer, www.pioneer.com.au 

Pros Satnav; Bluetooth; iPhone 
video support 

Cons Expensive; can’t use iPhone 
satnav 

RRP $2999 




insists you choose a street number 
- not just a street or an intersection. 
Lack of access to the iPhone’s 
address book is also surprising. 

It seems using the F10BT means 
forgoing your iPhone’s satnav 
features, as our iPhone 3G overheated 
when running Navigon, playing music 
through the F10BT via USB and 
making calls via Bluetooth. 

The downside to using the F10BT 
for satnav is that it’s mounted in the 
car console, so you can’t tilt it away 
from the sun to avoid glare. It’s a 
bright screen with a matte finish, but 
a home-made sunvisor still makes a 
big difference. Looking down at the 
screen in the console also requires 
you to take your eyes off the road 
more than using an iPhone mounted 
near eye level. 

The FIOBT’s strengths are multi¬ 
tasking and smooth integration 
between features - the iPhone’s 
Achilles’ Fleel. You can easily switch 
between the FIOBT’s satnav, phone 
and entertainment features without 
disrupting them, looking at one while 
listening to another. Each feature has 
its own volume control, with the option 



The FIOBT’s strengths 
are multi-tasking and 
smooth integration 
between features.” 


to mute everything when a call comes 
in or spoken instruction is issued. 

The satnav continues operating on 
mute during calls, while the reversing 
camera overrides all video when you 
put the car into reverse. 

Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. Pioneer’s AVIC-F1 OBT offers 
the perfect marriage between your car 
and your iPhone, assuming you can 
afford the hefty dowry (which doesn’t 
include installation, the rear screen 
or the reversing camera). The system 
would seem like overkill if you don’t 
intend to mount a second screen in 
the back seat. 

The downside of this marriage is 
that Pioneer clearly wears the pants 
and the iPhone is relegated to little 
more than a phone and storage 
device. Flanding control to the F10BT 
offers smooth integration but, with 
the iPhone in the glovebox, you lose 
access to its features and apps - 
which is perhaps for the best when 
you’re supposed to have your eyes on 
the road. ^ 

— ADAM TURNER 
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Time to get Blu 

External Blu-ray drive works well with the Mac. 


J ust because Apple hasn’t 
ennbraced Blu-ray doesn’t 
mean that we Mac users are 
left out in the cold. OWC, along with 
other companies, has decided to start 
offering Blu-ray burners for the Mac- 
using public. 

The company’s quad interface 
Mercury Pro 8X Blu-ray External drive 
can burn single- and dual-layer Blu- 
ray discs, as well as perform standard 
SuperDrive capabilities like single and 
dual layer DVDs and CD-Rs. 

And though we had trouble with 
its USB connection, its three other 
connections worked flawlessly and 
turned in respectable speeds. 

The Mercury Pro comes in 
an attractive grey case with the 
mechanism’s face flush with the front 
of the case. I prefer this design to 
cases with flimsy external doors that 
pop open when the drive is ejected 
(hello, Buffalo), or cases with the 
drive recessed a bit, making it a 

The wild performance 
results from the drive’s 
different connections 
were a bit of a mystery. 


little more clumsy to eject and insert 
media. You can connect the drive 
to your Mac via USB 2.0, FireWire 
400, FireWire 800, and if you have 
an eSATA card installed, you can 
connect that way too. 

You can burn data to Blu-ray discs 
right from the Finder in OS X, 25GB 
for single layer media (BD-R) and 
50GB on dual layer discs (BD-R DL). 
To burn your home movies onto a 
disc that you can watch on your living 
room Blu-ray player, you’ll need some 
extra software like Compressor from 
the latest version of Final Cut Studio 
or Toast Titanium with its HD plug-in. 

The OWC drive was a decent 
performer; out of the five timed 
tests we ran on a recent batch of 
Blu-ray drives, the OWC posted 
the fastest times in our DVD-t-R DL 
burning test using Toast Titanium 10 
and was not far behind the leaders 
in three of our other tests. It was a bit 
poky in our Burn and Verify DVD-R 
Finder test. 

And while the drive performed well 
against the other drives in its class, 
the wild performance results from the 
drive’s different connections were a bit 
of a mystery. 


Burning a DVD-R took 5 minutes and 
50 seconds when using FireWire 800, 

7 minutes and 44 seconds when using 
FireWire 400, and 8 minutes and 26 
seconds using eSATA - a connection 
generally faster than either flavour 
of FireWire. The only test where the 
Mercury Pro’s eSATA connection was 
faster was in our dual-layer DVD burn, 
which it completed about two minutes 
faster than the FireWire 800. 

Australian Macworld’s buying 
advice. If you’re looking for a new 
optical drive, and one that can burn 
high definition Blu-ray movies as well, 
this drive is worth a look. Its case 
design doesn’t get in the way, and it 
turned in respectable speeds. 

We did have trouble using the USB 
connection for burning a dual-layer 
DVD in Toast, but with three other 
connection options available, many 
Mac users can overlook that bug. If 
you do require USB and Toast, and 
don’t mind a clunky case design, 
you might consider the Buffalo 
MediaStation 8X Blu-ray Drive, 

— JAMES GALBRAITH 



Mercury Pro 8X 
Blu-ray External 

OWC, www.macsales.com 

Pros Attractive, user-friendly case 
design; multiple connections. 

Cons Problems using USB with 
Toast. 

RRP US$350 -t- shipping 
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Page: 13 


CoNeXuS 

PH: 02 9975 0900 
Email: info@conexus.com.au 
Web: www.conexus.com.au 

Page: 41 



Email: info@culturedcode.com 
Web: www.culturedcode.com 

Page: 29 


Designwyse 

Professional Computer Solutions 

PH: 1800 334 684 

Email: sales@designwyse.com.au 

Web: www.designwyse.com.au 

Pages: 2 & 3 



FileMaker 




PH: 1800 028 316 (AU) 0800 444 929 (NZ) 
Web: www.filemaker.com.au 

Page: 35 
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PH: 03 9662 9666 - Melbourne 
PH: 039470 1480 -Northland 
PH: 028383 1600 -Sydney 
Web: www.mymac.com.au 
s:4&5 


PH: 800 817 1471 

Email: info@circusponies.com 

Web: www.circusponies.com 

Page: 21 

Email: sales@liquiddigital.com.au 
: Web: wvm.liquiddigital.com.au 

Page: 17 

: PH: 1800 17 44 36 
: Web: wvm.monstamac.com.au 

Page: 83 

comp 

noiju 

compnow.com.au 

South Melbourne 64 Clarendon St, 

Lock OT down 

: PH: 1300 256 254 
: Email: info@lockitdown.com.au 

Web: wvm.lockitdown.com.au 

Other World Computing^ 

: PH: 815 338 8685 
: Email: sales@macsales.com 
: Web: vmw.macsales.com 


Webequip 


PH: 08 9274 7111 

Email: macs-4-u@westnet.com.au 

Web: www.webequip.com.au 

Page: 27 


;: 48 & 49 


iSCHOLASTIC 


MEDIA & TECHNOLOGY 

PH: 1800 665 774 

Email: logitech@scholastic.com.au 

Web: www.scholastic.com.au/newmedia 

Page: 59 


Logitech 


MacFixitfn 


PH: 03 9329 4343 
Web: www.macfixit.com.au 

Page: 43 


luggage tor the global digereti 

PH: 02 8338 0222 
Email: info@stmbags.com.au 
Web: www.stmbags.com.au 

Page: 77 


MacSense !■ 

ausiritlia 

ProAith 


PH: 02 9798 3288 
Email: sales@macsense.com.au 
Web: www.macspeech.com.au 
www.macsense.com.au 

Page: 9 


Q 

syntec 


PH: 1800 648 628 (AU) 64 9 263 9885 (NZ) 
Email: sales@syntec.com.au 
Web: http://www.syntec.com.au/ 

Page: 19 


Cultured Code marketcircle 



PH: (905) 480 5555 
Web: www.marketcircle.com 

Page:11 


Email: sales@ultra-case.com 
Web: www.ultra-case.com 
: 63 & 65 


MAXMEDIA 

PH: 1300 FATMAN (1300 328 626) 
Email: info@maxmedia.com.au 
Web: www.maxmedia.com.au 

Page: 84 


www.macworlcl.com.au 
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macmarket 


Apple Computers 


Authorised Reseller 
Competitive prices 
Buy Australia-wide online 
Convenient store hours 


Apple Service 


Apple authorised service 
[7f Average 3.2 day turn-around 
[7f Available on-site in Melbourne 


iPod & iPhone repairs 


0 Free assessment for IPods 
0 $66 assessment fee for iPhones 
6 month warranty on parts 
iPod repairer since 2005 


Matte screens 


MacBook and 
MacBook Pro 
matte screen 
replacements 


IVT Removes the glare permanently 
MacBook retains Apple warranty 
From $399 for exchange display 



\ 


synergetic 

%/ V-ii^Australia Pty Ltd 

315-319 High Street, Kew, Vic. 3101 
Phone (03) 9855 2323 
www.synergeticaustralia.com 


WWW. Wysiwyg. com. au 

WVSIWVG 


R PRINTII 


POSTCARDS 

A6, DL & A5 

Great Value! 
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Turnaround 3-5 days pluc 10% GST 5 Freight 

Galt us for more prices & info @ 

02 9922 7288 
or go to wysiwyg.com.au 

" ' eond your fUr-) to ue by email or our website 

VnSMNO DIG uR PRINTfNi: 


Unit 26, 6 Herbert Street St Leonards NSW 2065 
■Tel 02 9922 7288 - Fax 02 9922 2788 
Email sales@wysiwyg.com.au 
www.wysiwyg.com.au 


MacWorld 
Good Gear Guide 

polished 



RRP 

$99.95 


Full 1080p HD cam 

FREE Accessories Bundle Pack 

See main aGent ad for details. Value $19.90 
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www.liquiddigital.com.au 


Great Mac Service & Sales 

Established in 1 990, Microseconds is a Sydney based specialist 
in new and used Macintosh computer sales, service, repairs and a 
wide range of spare parts. We also purchase 2nd Hand Macs. For 
a full description of our current professional, friendly service, 
call or (better yet) consult our comprehensive website at: 

www.microseconds.com.au 


macs as new 


Quality Ex Demo 
Superseded Macs 
Ail with Warranty 


www.macsasnew.com.au 

always updated with current stock 

330D Miller Street 
CAMMERAY 
NSW 2062 

ph: (02) 9922 2327 


^ Apple Secondhand Reseller 



Own Shares? 


Then you'll love. 


Australian 

ShareManager 


Portfolio Management Software 

• Easy to Use • Suits Home or Professionals • Year End 
Reports • Capital Gains, Profit/Loss Calculations 
• Multiple Portfolios • PC Version Now Available! 


Download a free demo at: 
www.sharemanager.com.au 

( 03 ) 9391 8993 


Version 4.22 
Now Available 


Call the Service Heroesi 

• Showroom - new & used 

• Onsite Repairs 

• Warranty Repairs 

• Data Recovery. 

• Sales 

• Support 

• Upgrades 

Adelaide, We've Got You Covered 

08 82601311 


macsolutions.com.au 



A 

4.^ 


Macintosh Computers & Peripherals 
Suite 214, 22-36 Mountanin Street 
Broadway NSW 2007 
Telephone: (02) 9281 6393 
Facsimile: (02) 9281 4130 
sales@microseconds.com.au 
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Data Detect 

MAC Hard Drive Data Recovery Specialists 


Tel: (02) 9929 4822 - 24/7 hour Emergency service: (02) 9460 3864 

Email; info@datadetect.com.au - www.datadetect.com.au 


One of the 


FASTEST 


the market! 


www.macworld.com.au/forums 


other Worla Computing 

Quality Products, Fxpert Support since 1988 

GO Faster 

Run LONGER 

with NewerTech"' NuPower" MacBook® & 
MacBook Pro (non-Unibody) Replacement 
Laptop Batteries 


owe® 2.5" Mercury 
Extreme Enterprise 
SSD for any Mac® 
using SATA drive. 
www.macsales.com/ssd 


apple help? 

apple computer & ipod service centre 


The Mac Doctors 

• Authorised Service Provider 


459 Flinders St Townsville City Ph: (07) 4724 5889 
449 Ipswich Rd Annerley Brisbane Ph: (07) 3848 9438 


Looking 
for help? 

Ask our 
forum gurus! 


0 Australia’s Premier Data Recovery Company 
0 Hard disk recovery (internal HDD and USB) 

0 Free diagnostic evaluation and quotation 
0 Your data back or NO CHARGE - GUARANTEED 
0 Nation wide free return postage 
0 Quickest turn around time 
0 Class 100 certified CLEAN environment 
0 Emergency services 
0 RAID recovery experts 


Mac[>Aid 

SERVICE SOLUTIONS SUPPORT 

On-Site Mac Service 
We come to you, anywhere in 
Melbourne Metro area 

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
Apple Mac Troubleshooting 
Installation & Maintenance 
Networking, Internet & Email 
Upgrades & Independant Advice 

Phone: 1800 762 040 

Emoil: support@macaid.com.au 
Visit: www.macaid.com.au 






































MACWORLD Opinion 



T he ‘pundits’ don’t get it. There, 

I said it. They never do. They’re 
the same group of bloggers 
and journalists that predicted a quick 
death to the iMac, iPod and iPhone 
and all the other Apple products that 
have been released since Steve Jobs 
returned to the business. 

They’re the ones that write articles 
like 10 Things Wrong With the iPad. 
They’re not early adopters excited 
about technology, they’re geeks and 
hackers and they’re the wrong people 
to get your technology advice from. 

Let’s start with the Apple TV (of 
which I own two): Sure, it’s a product 
that hasn’t reached the iPod’s level of 
sales (which now number 250 million 
units) but sometimes it’s not the 
product that fails, but the market. 

Maybe the perfect product doesn’t 
exist yet and that’s why the uptake is 
slow, but if I was a betting man, my 
money would be on Apple TV having 
the largest share of any product in the 
TV set-top box market. 


If you listen to the pundits the Apple 
TV is a failure, but put that product in 
the portfolio of any other brand and 
it’s probably a best-seller. 

The iPad is possibly one of the 
most important products the world 
has ever seen. 

Don’t kid yourself... consumers 
will love this thing. It’s perfect in 
so many ways. So perfect that by 
lunchtime on the day of its launch I’d 
spoken to no fewer than 10 family 
members who said they were going 
to order as soon as they could. 

I think there’s something 
unbelievably exciting about the 
concept of this very personal device; 
a device that you hold and touch 
and point at, and that will be carried 
around the house with you as you 
move from room to room. 

I thought about using it to surf 
on the couch or watch a movie in 
bed. I thought about taking it to a 
potential client and showing them a 
presentation. I thought about reading 


the paper on it. Sure, I can do all 
these things on my laptop already, but 
just as people have fallen in love with 
the intimacy of the iPhone, so they’ll 
fall in love with the iPad. 

But pundits just don’t get it. They 
can’t see the forest for the trees. It 
doesn’t have a camera, it doesn’t 
have USB, it won’t run Flash. Blah, 
blah, blah. They shouted similar things 
about the first iPhone. No MMS, low 
resolution camera, no user-replaceable 
battery, no multi-tasking. Yawn. 

I’m shocked that the Pundits 
haven’t figured out that consumers 
don’t buy features; they buy products 
that solve problems and fill niches. 
Consumers want an easy solution for 
consuming media and the iPad is it. 

The iPad might not replace the 
laptop you’re using now, but iWorks for 
the iPad demonstrates that desktop- 
class apps can be built for it, and 
within the next 24 to 36 months you’ll 
see lots more. However, it is only part 
of the story of what Apple has become. 



The iPad is possibly one of the 
most important products the 
world has ever seen.” 


It now does everything itself. We’ve all 
known that it builds great hardware 
and software, but the iPad is the first 
Apple device to use a custom-built 
Apple chip called the A4. It’s designed 
from the ground up to run Apple’s 
software better than anything else. 

This ability gives Apple a huge 
advantage over competitors who don’t 
really do anything but design hardware 
with off-the-shelf components. 

No, the pundits just don’t get it. 
And they probably never will, 
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EXCLUSIVE DISTRIBUTOR 


"When only the best will do, buy Rocstor' 



www.monstamac.com.au 



Eagleroc E3 

Desktop External Hard Drives with USB Port 

Eagleroc desktop external drives deliver outstanding 
performance and reliability in a variety of colors. Designed 
and engineered in the USA to meet the needs of the 
demanding data storage market, the Eagleroc 3.5"external 
hard drives are compatible with both Windows® and 
Macintosh® environments. 


The ArcticRoc 2T 

Tower RAID System - 5 Ports 



Eagleroc E9 

Desktop External Hard Drives with FireWire 8oo 
(1394b), FireWire 400 (1394a) and USB (2.0) Ports 

Eagleroc desktop external drives deliver outstanding 
performance and reliability in a variety of colors. Designed 
and engineered in the USA to meet the needs of the 
demanding data storage market, the Eagleroc 3.5"external 
hard drives are compatible with both Windows® and 
Macintosh® environments. 

The ArcticRoc 4T 

Tower RAID System - 5 Ports 
eSATA,FW800,FW400+USB 



The Arcticroc, a highly versatile RAID system is available in a 
2-Bay model with up to 4 Terabytes of disk storage. The drives 
are Hot-Swappable, with transfer speeds of 3 Gbits/s to and from 
the host. ARCTICROC is also compatible with both Windows® and 
Macintosh® Operating Systems. 


The Arcticroc is a highly versatile RAID system (Raid 0,1,5) that is 
available in a 4-Bay Tower model with up to 8 Terabytes of disk 
storage. The drives are Hot-Swappable, with transfer speeds of 3 
Gbits/s to and from the host. ARCTICROC is also compatible with 
both Windows® and Macintosh® Operating Systems. 



RocPort ID3 - 320GB and 500GB 

Mobile (Pocket) Hard Drives with a USB Port 

Fully bus powered, Rocport ID pocket drives deliver outstanding 
performance and reliability, and available in multiple colors. 
Designed and engineered in the U.S.A. to meet the needs of 
the demanding mobile data storage market, the ROCPORT ID 
2.5"external hard drive is compatible with both Windows® and 
Macintosh® environments. 



RocPort ID9 - 320GB and 500GB 

Mobile (Pocket) Hard Drives - FW800, FW400 and USB Ports 

Rocport ID pocket drives deliver outstanding performance and 
reliability, and available in multiple colors. Designed and 
engineered in the U.S.A. to meet the needs of the demanding 
mobile data storage market, the ROCPORT ID 2.5"external 
hard drive is compatible with both Windows® and Macintosh® 
environments. 



The AIRHAWKA3 

Mobile (Pocket) Hard Drives with USB port 
320GB and 500GB 

Fully bus powered. The AIRHAWK pocket drives 
deliver exceptional performance and reliability. 
Designed and engineered to meet the needs of 
a demanding mobile data storage market. 


■ The AIRHAWK A9 

FW 800, FW 400 and USB Ports 
320GB and 500GB 

Fully bus powered. The AIRHAWK pocket drives 
deliver exceptional performance and reliability. 
Designed and engineered to meet the needs of 
a demanding mobile data storage market. 


Rocstor - Made in the USA. 


AUTHORIZED RESELLERS: 


My Mac Sydney 
Apple Premium Reseller 
20 Bronte Road, 

Bondi Junction, NSW, 2026 
(02) 8383 1600 
ww w.mymac .com .au 


My Mac Melbourne 
Apple Premium Reseller 
172-192 Flinders St, 
Melbourne, Vic, 3000 
(03)9662 9666 
w ww.my mac .com .au 


My Mac Northland 
Apple Premium Reseller 
Shop K025A12-50 Murray Rd, 
Pieston, VIC, 3072 
Ph: (03) 9470 1480 
ww w.mymac .com .au 


Awave 

Apple Authorised 
Reseller 

Shop 6,7 Yarra St, 
South Yarra, VIC, 3141 
(03)9813 1833 


Lightforce Computers 
Apple Authorised 
Reseller 

1/10 Brigantine Street, 
Byron Bay, NSW, 2481 
(02)6685 8796 


Just Klapp 
Apple Authorised 
Reseller 
72-74 Chapel St 
Prahran VIC 3181 
(03)9529 5966 


Mac4U 

Apple Authorised 
Reseller 

269 Great Eastern Hwy 
Midland, WA 6056 
08 92747111 










The Best iPod / iPhone Audio 
Systems In The World? 


You Decide. Fatman amplifiers with iPod/iPhone docks have 
wowed audiophiles, hedonistic music lovers and magazine 
reviewers across the world. If you want to make your portable 
media device, CD collection or computer music library sound better 
- there's a range of Fatman products that will suit your needs. 

And they're the best looking products on the planet. Just like you. 

www.maxmedia.com.au 
Email: info@maxmedia.com.au 









iTube 452 iTube ValveDock Carbon Edition 
valve amplifier available with and without speakers 


iTube Red-i with 

speakers 


iTube 202 


iTube 302 
valve amplifier 


iTubeFATBOYMr 

speak^ 


MAXMEDI 


AUDIO PRODUCTS FOR THE DISCERNING 


HilSOO FATMAN 


distributed by Maxmedta Pty LTD ABN 94 11B S7I 464. Designs and specifications are subject to change at the manufactures discretion, iPod not induded. iPod is a tradentark of Appiein^eglsteredifnheU^ndo^ 























